miST/fy 



p^'OCO 

BIBLIOTHECA INDICA; 

A 

COLLECTION OE ORIENTAL WORKS 

PUBLISHED UKDEB THE SUPEBrNTENDXNCE OP THE 

ASIATIC SOCIETY OP BENGAL. 
Nos. 78 AND 181. 


§1L 


X:-4 > 

ClIHANDOGYA UPANISHAD 


st 

TUB 


OF THE 

SA'MA VEDA 

^TH KiTBACT.'l PEOM XHE 

COMMENTARY OF SANKARA ACHARYA. 

TKANSLATED FEOII THE OEIOINAL.SANSKRIXA 
BX 

IIA'JENDIULA'LA MITRA. 




i* —. i’. 

CALCUTTA: 

PKIUTEX) Br .0, 11, LEWIS, BAPTIST MISSION I’jUESS. 

ISO 2 





miST/fy 



/ ^ 2 .?^. 2 . ^ 




CONTENTS. 





FIRST CHAPTER. 


Paije 


Section I.—On the Adoration of the Udgitha,. 4i 

II,—The AVars of the Devas and the Asuras, . . . . 10 

III,—The Adoration of the Udgitha as the Sun, A^jdna, 

&c..15 

lA^.—The Adoration of Pranava or Om,.19 


A^.—The identity of the Udgitha and the Pranava, , 20 
VI.—The object intended by the Udgitha is the Soul 

of the Sun, and above all physical powers, , , 21 

^ II* —The Udgitha nobler than all the corporeal powers, 24 
A!III.—IX,— -Anecdote of /S'alavat and othera on the Udgitha 

being Akasa or the Universal Soul, .... .25 
X.—XI.—Anecdote of Ushasti who partook of the offals of 
an elephant driver and explained the Udgitha 
to indicate Life, Sun and Aliment, .... 27 
XII.—XIII.—An Anecdote of Vaka and certain dogs who 

prayed through the Udgitha,.30 


SJICOXD CHAPTEll, 

Section I.—Adoration of the entire S6ma, ....... 32 

II*—The Five-formed Sama, viz.: Hinkara, Prastava, 
Udgitha, Pratih^a and Nidhana identified with 

regions,. 

Ill-—The same identified with rain,.33 

IA\—The same identified with the waters of the Uni-* 

verse,.. 











CONTENTS. 


Ta^o 


V.—The same identified with the seasons,.33 

VI.—The same, identified with the beasts of the field, ib, 

VII.-vital airs,.31 

VIII,—-The seven-formed Sama, Hunlcara and the rest 

besides Adi and Uj^adrava, identified with speech, ib, 

IX.— -- with time, .. ib, 

X.—XI.—' -with the Soul,.35 

XII.- with the fire used in homaj .... 37 

XIII. — -with procreation,.33 

XIV. — --with the sun,. ib, 

XV.— ■ with clouds, . ib, 

XVI.— ■ — with the seasons, . ib, 

XVII.— --with stations,.39 

XVIII.— ■ " ' — with animals,. ib, 

XIX.-with parts of the body,. ib, 

XX.— -- with the deities, 40 

XXI.— with the creation, . ib, 

XXII.— - with the tones of the gamut, ... 41 

XXIII.—Knowledge of Om superior to knowledge of Vaidik 

deities,.42 

XXIV.—Kulcs of Diurnal Ceremonies, ....... 49 


THIRD CHAPTER. 

Sectioit I.—IV*.—The Sun the hive of the gods, and its rays 


honey cells,.51 

V.—X.—The five nectars of the sun,.54 

XI.—Brahma is above the sim,.,5 g 

XII. —The Gayitri is Brahma,.. 57 

XIII. —The five gates of the space in the heart, ... 63 

XTV.—XV.—Brahma explained, .......... 69 

XVI.—XVIL—The life of man likened to sacrifice, .... 61 

XVIII.—Typical worship of Brahma, ....... 63 

XIX.—The Sun described as Brahma, ...... 65 








































CONTENTS. 



FOUETH CHAPTER. 


Section I.—II.—Anecdote of Janasruti, . . * . 

—Anecdote, of Saunaka and Abbij^ratarin, . 
—Satyakdma and bis tutor’s cattle, . • 

IX.—Instruction to Satjakama,. 

X.-to Upakosala by the household fire, 

XI.-by the Giirhapatya fire, .... 

XII.-by the Annabdrya fire, .... 

XIII. — - . by the Ahavaniya fire, .... 

XIV. -by all the above fires together, 

XV.—Satyakdma’s instruction to Upakosala, . 

XVI.—The Wind identified with sacrifice, . . 

XVII.-^Oa the propitiation of the household fires. 



69 

70 
73 
ih. 
75 
ih. 
ih. 
7G 
ih, 

77 

78 


FIFTH CHAPTER. 

Section I.—Parable of the life and the organs of sense, . 80 

II.—Food and drink of life, and the mode of sacrificino* 

* o 


for worldly favors,.82 

III.—Jaivali’s exi)osition of futurity,. 8 I( 

XI.—Anecdote of Pr^chiuasala and others,. ... 92 

XII.—Asvapati’s lesson to Prachinasala,.03 

XIII. — «■ " ' to Satyayajiia,. 91 , 

XIV. -to Indradyumna,.. . ib, 

XV.— ■■■ . — to Sarkardksha,. 95 

XVI.— --- - to Vudila,.. 

XVII.-toUddiUaka,.90 

X\ III.—XXIV.-to all the above five, narrating how 

all sacrifices were intended for the All-pervad¬ 
ing Soul,. . 


SIXTH CHAPTER. 

Section I.—Anecdote of Swetaketu and his grandfather, . . 1(X) 
II‘—Aruni’s exposition of the Sat^ “ Being,” . , , .101 

III. —Manifestation of the Sat in creation, . J . . . 105 

IV. —Unreality of the Sim and dependance on the Soul,. 106 





























:Bage 


V.— Unreality of aliment, water, heat and wind, . . . 1G7 

VI.— Manifestation of the nature of Wind, Prana and 


VII.- 

YIII. 

• IX. 

X. 

XI.— 


XII.- 

XIII. 

XIV, 

XV.- 

XVL 


Speech, *.*. 

•The Nature of Wind, , .. 

Uddalaka’s exposition of sleep, hunger and thirst,. 109 

-The nature of Death,. 

-Why created beings remember not what they were 

before creation, . . * . *. 

-Wliy beings after sleep and death, do not lose their 

identity,.. . . 

_How creation proceeded from the Truth, . 

_Why creation docs not attain permanence. 

How the Truth can be perceived, . » . 

—The subject continued,. 

,—Why the ignorant retuim to the earth after death 
and not the liberated,. 


il), 

112 

113 

ih. 

IM 

115 


SEVENTH CHAPTEE. 

Sectioj^ Anecdote of Narada and Sanatkumdra; the lat¬ 
ter’s exposition of the effect of adoring Brahma 


as a name only,.110 

II.--- as speech, .]]8 

III.— - —-- as mind,.119 

jy,-i-- as will, . ih, 

Y,— - as sensitivity,.120 

VI.- —— as reflection, .121 

YU,— -- — as knowledge,.122 

VIII.— --as power, .-.123 

JX.— --as aliment,.121 

-:— as water, . ib, 

;XT.— "I — as heat,.. . ^ ^ , ih. 

XII.-as space, . , . ..125 

XIII.-as memory,.. . . , ih. 

XIV.— - .. --as hope,.126 

XV.-as pi'ina,. ih. 

XVI.—Snnatknmara’s exposition of the nature of an 

Ativadi,.128 




































CONTENTS. 


V 




XVIL-XXII.-as Truth. 

' XVIII. K.nowledge, zeal, faith, reverence, controul of 
the passions and quietude necessary to know 


the Soul,. ^ 

XXIII.— ‘Immensity is felicity,. 2 ^. 

XXIV.—XXV.—The nature of Immensity,. 

XXVI.—The Fruit of this Knowledge,.130 


EIGHTH CHAPTER. 


Sectioit T.— A space in the lotus-like heart pointed out, . . . 132 
IE—The Rewards of knowing the Soul, , . . . . 134 

III. —The Receptacle of the Soul,.I 35 

IV. —The Soul likened to a bridge,. 2 ^. 

V-—By Rrahmacharya all Sacrifices are accomplished,. 136 

XI.~On the Transition of the Soul from the body at 

death, ..237 


^II‘—The Devas and Asuras instructed by Prajapati, to 

believe the image in one’s eye to be the Soul, . 13S 
They believe their own shadows to be the Soul, . 139 

IX.—Indra’s return to Prajapati for further instruction, 140 

X.—Indra told that the dreamer of dreams is the Soul, ih , 

XI.—Indra told that that in which returning a sleeper is 

at rest is the Soul, . 142 

XII.—‘XIV,'—Indra receives instruction in the true nature of the 

Soul,.142 

XV.—Conclusion,.. 
















LIST OP PROPER NAMES. 




AWiiprat^ln, son of Kakshasena, 69. 

^ditja, 51. 

Agni, 54 j. 

Aiigir^, father of Ghor3», 15 G3. 

Aruni, father of JJddaLika and grandfather of Swetaketii, 100. 
Asura, 10—138. 

Aswapati, son of Kekaya, 93. 

AswatarSswa, father of Bvnjila, 92. ^ 

Atidhannd, son of Saunaka, 69. 

Bhallava, father of Indradyumna, 92. 

Brahmd, 141>. 

Budila, son of Aswatardswa cf the race of Bydghrapdda, 92. 
Chaikitdyana, progeny of Balbha, 25. 

Chakra, father of Ushasti, 27. 

Chandra, 58. 

Dalbha, father of Vaka and ancestor of Chaikitayana, 25 —31. 
Bevaki, mother of Khrishna, 63. 

Ghora, son of Angird, 63. 

Glava alias Vaka, 30. 

Gautama, 70—85. 

Go^ruti, son of Vyaghrap^da, 83. 

Haridrumata, 70. 

Indra, 138. 

Indradyumna, son of Bhdllava, 92. 

Ibhyagrama, 27. 

Itard, mother of Mahiddsa. 

Jabdld, mother of Satyakdma, 70. 

Janasruti, great grandfather of Jdnasruti, 66< 





LIST OP PROPER NAMES. 

Jdnasruti, great grandson of Janasruti, 66. 

Jana, son of Sarkaraksha, 92. 

Jivala, fiither of Prav^hana, 25. 

Kakshasena, father of Abhiprat^hi, 69* 

Kamala, father of TJpakosala, 73. 

Kausitaki, 20. 

Kapi, ancestor of Saunaka, 69. 

Kekaja, father of Aswapati, 93. 

ICrishpa, son of Devaki, 63. 

Kuru, 27. 

Maghavan, 140. 

Mahidasa, son of Itara. 

Manu, 144. 

Marut, 55. 

Mitra, mother of Gl^va alias Vaka, 30. 

Narada, 116. 

Naimisha, 15. 

Pahchala country, 84. 

Prajdpati, 138. 

Prdchinasdla, son of XJpamanyu, 92. 

Pravdhana, son of Jivala and king of Panchala, 25—84. 
Pulusha, father of Satyayajna, 92. 

Pakvya, 66. 

Budras, 51—54. 

SaMvat, father of Silaka, 25. 

Sanatkumara, 116. 

Saijdilya, 60. 

Saunaka, of the race of Kapi, father of Atidhannfi, 69. 
Satyakama Jubala, son of Jabala, 20. 

Satyayajna, son of Pulusha, 92. 

Sarkarfiksha, father of Jana, 92. 

Silaka, son of SSlavat, 25. 

SwetaUotu, grandson of Aruni, 84 92, 100—109 
Udarasilodilya. - » » » 

Uddfilaka, son of Aruni, 96. 

TJddalaka Ai-una, 90. 

Upakosala, son of Kamala, 73. 

Ppamanyu, father of Prfiehkaslla, 92, 



vu 


MINlSr^^ 


LIST OF PROPER NAMES* 



Ushasti, son of Chakra, 27. 

Vaka, son of Dalbha and Mitra, 30. 

Vashu, 54. 

Vajghrap^da, father of Gosruti and ancestor 
Budila, 83—94. 

Virochana alias Indra, 138, 

Viswedevas, 51. 

Vrihaspati, 15. 



of Indradyumna and 



MIN/Sr^ 


INTEODUCTION. 




The Vedas have been justly described as the most ancient 
monument of the Arian world; and as the only means to a 
proper study of philology, they claim the highest consideration 
from the historian of the human tongue. In them alone we 
find the first fruits of the Arian mind in its atterapt ^^to rise 
from nature up to nature's God/' and to unveil the mysteries 
of a future world. They constitute the storehouse of early 
Indian knowledge, and the only expositor of the hopes and 
fears, the desires and wants, and the feelings and aspirations, 
which impelled the first Arian colonists of India in their career 
through life. But the Vedas fonn not a homogeneous series 
of works, nor are they the productions of a single age. Dif¬ 
fering in extent, character, contents and antiquity, the differ¬ 
ent portions have very different claims to consideration. To 
the antiquarian and scholar the Sanhita portion of the Rig 
Veda will always appear the most interesting, but among the 
ancient Hindus, the Sama, though third in rank, was held in 
the liighest veneration, and hence it is that Krishna, in the 
Bhagavat Gitd, calls himself The Sdma among the Vedas." 
It was likewise, at one time, supposed to be the most compre¬ 
hensive of the four Vedas. According to the Mahdbh^rata, 
whose statement has been repeated by the Vishnu Purana and 
the Mauktika TTpanishad, it included no less than a thousand 
different Sdkhis or schools. But one of the most ancient indices 
t the contents of the Vedas, tho Charanavyilha, • notwith¬ 
standing its being the chief source whence the Mahabharata has 
boiTowed its accounts of the Hindu scriptures and of the 
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extent of the Sdma Veda^ supplies the names of only seven 
Sakhas with their subdivisions. The rest, it says, were destroyed 
by Indra, owing to their having been recited on forbidden days.* 
Considering that the index in question was composed during the 
Sutra period of Vedic literature, when Brfihmanic learning 
had yet lost little of its grandeur and authority, it is difficult 
to conceive that so many different portions of the most pre¬ 
eminent of the Vedas could be so entirely lost as to leave not 
even their names behind. It would be much more reasonable, 
therefore, to suppose that the word ^ thousand' was used to 
imply only a large extent, and not to indicate any precise 
number. Such use of the term is not unkno^vn in Sanskrit, 
and it would offer a much more reasonable solution of there 
being only so few Sakhas extant of a once volumiuous work. 

Of the seven Sakhas alluded to in the Charanavyuha, the 
names vary in different MSS. Those quoted by Dr. Max Miiller, 
in his history of the Ancient Sanskrit Literature,t corre¬ 
spond very nearly with those in the codices of the Asiatic 
Society of Bengal, the Tattvabodliiui Sabh(i, and the Sanskrit 
College of Calcutta. According to them, the fii'st Siikhd is 
named Riln^aniya; the second S^tyamurgiya, Sdtyamurgya, 
S^tyamurgrya or Sdtyaraudgala ; the third Kdlapa or Kdlopa ; 
the fourth Mahakahipa or Mah^ikfilopa; the hfth Ldngald- 
yana or Lfmgala; the sixth, S^irdula, and the seventh Kau- 
thuma. Of these the last or Kauthuma alone is subdivided, 
the names of the subdivisions being 1. A>#urayan?i,, 2. Yfita- 
yana, 3. Prfinjalidvaitabhrit, Prajvalanadvaitabhrit or. Prdn- 
jvalidvainabhrit, 4. Prachinayogya, and 5. Naigeya-Kau- 
thuma.J 

In the MS. quoted by Rajd Rddhakanta Deva, in the 5th 
volume of his Sabdakalpadruraa (voce Veda) the names and 
the order of arrangement are given in a different way, and even 


♦ NWBT: I Charanavyuha. 

t Page 373, 

+ The order of avrangernent differs sojuewhat in differeiit MSS. 
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of the subdivisions is greatly increased. According 
to it, the names of the divisions are 1. Asurayana or fi^urayana, 
2. Vdrtiintaveya, 3. Pranjala, 4. Rigvarnabheda, 5. Praclun- 
6* Jnanajogya,* 7. Riinayainyaj the subdivisions of the 
last being, 1. Sathyayaniya or. Sarayaniya or Sathyamurgya, 
2. Satvala or Satya-mudbhava, 3. Maudgala, 4. Khallala, 5. 
Mahiikhallala, 6. Lao gal a, 7. Kauthuma, 8. Gautama, 9. 
Jaiminiya. Thus the Ranayaniya, which has no subdivision 
according to the first classification, is made to include nine 
branches, while the Kauthuma, which in the former has six 
subdivisions, appears itself only as a subdivision without 
any minor divisions of its own. Professor Muller supposes 
this difference to be the result of R^ij^ Radhak^uta^s MS. being 
coiTupt. We find, however, from a commentaiy of the Index 
under noticef that it is due to causes other than the accidental 
corruption of a single manuscript; for the commentator first 
gives the seven divisions of the Riya^s texts, dividing the last 
into nine subdivisions, and then supplies, as the opinion of a 
diflferent set of writers, the seven divisions commencing with 
the Ranayaniya and ending with the Kauthuma, as given in 
Professor Muller’s work. The subdivisions of the last school 
or that of the Kauthuma in this classification are six, viz. : 
1. Kauthuma, 2. Asurfiyana, 3. Vat^yana, 4. Prdnjalidvaina- 
bhrit, 5. Prachinayogya, and 6. Naigameya; the Naigeya- 
Kauthuma of Professor Muller being evidently here divided 
into two separate schools. ^ 

The Viyu Purdna has again a different arrangement. Ac¬ 
cording to it the Sama Veda was first studied by Jaimini, from 
whom it descended successively to Sumanta and Sukar- 
man. The last had two sons, Hiranyandbha aZias Kaimlya and 
Pushpinji or Pauabjnnji, each of whom established a different 
school, and their pupils were respectively known as the chanters 
of the Noiihern and the Eastern Samas. Lokakhshi, Ku- 

* Nayagya in the Sanskrit College MS. 
t Sanskrit College MS. 
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rai, Kusliidi aud Langali were the heads of the Eastern 
chanters^ and founders of schools known by their names. A 
}3upil of Hiranyanabha^ named Kriti, taught twenty-four 
Sakh^s to as many pupils, and they in their turn became the 
founders of many more. Sukarraan alone taught a thou¬ 
sand disciples, each of whom became the founder of a 
diflFerent Sakha. Besides them Eanayaniya, son of Lokakhshi, 
founded a school, and his son Saumitri founded three. Pavd- 
sara, son of Kuthumi, taught six Sakhis and Sdligotra, son 
of Langali originated as many more. Thus the number of 
Sdkhas, according to the Vayu Parana, greatly exceeded a 
thousand. But a thousand were destroyed by Indra, and a 
great many of the remainder followed their fate owing, it is 
said, to neglect of the usual rules of recitation.* 

According to the commentator of the Charanavyuha three 
S^khds alone are now extant, of which the Kauthuma is current 
in Guzerat, the Jaiminiya in Karnataka, and the Ranayaniya 
in Maharashtra. Manuscripts of these, however, have not yet 
come under observation, and their peculiarities therefore remain 
to a great extent unknown to oriental scholars. 

Notwithstanding this extensive destruction of the Sfikh^is, in 
regard to the number of mantras still current, tlie Sama is 
more copious than the Yajur and the Athan^a Vedas, though 
not perhaps equal to the Rig. It has no less than six separate 
collections of hymns (Sahhitas) aud eight of its rituals (Brdh- 
manas), besides several .supplements of doubtful authenticityo 
The most important of the Sauhit^s is the Chh^ndasika, other¬ 
wise called the Archika;t—a collection of hymns intended 


* Wilson’s Vishnu Purana, 282. 

t Stevenson’s S^ma Veda, London,* 1842. Ben fey’s ditto, Bonm 
1848. It is generally believed that the recension followed by these 
editors belongs to the Rinayaniya Sakh/i, but a MS. obtained from 
a professional Kautbumi Brahman at Benares for the Tattvabodhini 
SabhA, although it is described in the colophon a.s the Kauthuini 
SanliitA, corresponds letter for letter with the published work. 



'■fSr recitation during the Soma sacrifice. Most of these hymns 
are found in the Rig Saiihita; hence it has been supposed 
that they have been appropriated from that collection. The 
extent of appropriation has been reckoned to be 585 liymns 
in the first, and 1225 in the second, of the two parts into which 
the work is divided. This would give a total of 1810, but 
as 249 hymns of the first part are repeated in the second, 
three are so cited twice, and nine exist twice in each part, the 
actual number of hymns common to the Rig and the Archika 
amounts to 1549, most of them being from the 8th and the 
9th Mandalas. This identity of a great number of hymns in 
the two collections necessarily indicates that one of them must 
have borrowed much of its matter from the other, but it is 
difiicult to determine which is the borrower and which the 
lender, for both have a number of hymns which have the 
appearance of the highest antiquity, while others are undoubt¬ 
edly of comparatively a more modem growth. 

The first part of the Arcliika is subdivided into six prapil- 
thakas, each of which includes ten ddsiitls or decades of hymns, 
an arrangement which obtains likewise in the second part of 
the Satapatha Brahmana, and in diverse other portions of 
the Vedas. The hymns arc consecrated to the three deities, 
Agni, Soma and Indra, tho first having for his share twelv’o 
decades, the second eleven, and the third thirty-seven. 

Tho latter or Uttara Archika includes nine prapa^hakas, each 
of which is subdivided into two or, three sections, and em¬ 
braces a great many hymns of the first part, but arranged in 
groups of two or three hymns together. The principle of the 
arranpment is obscure, but it is evident that the object was 

to bimg together hymns of particular classes for particular 
ritual pui’poaes. 

The second Sauhita is called tho A'ranyaha Sanhitd, It 
comprises a collection of Jiymiis adapted for chanting in forests 
and deserted places^ and embraces only five decades -(dasatiy) 
with an appendix entitled Mahuiidmui. Several MSS. of this 
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work have come under my observation, but they were all corrupt, 
the dasatis including from seven to fourteen stanzas instead 
of ten as they should, according to their designation.* • 

The next Sanhita is the Qrdmageyagdna, otherwise called 
the Veyagdm.f It belongs to a class of compositions which 


* As MSS. of the Sama Veda are rare, and many occur in fragments, 
the substance of this and the subsequent notes .regarding those that 
have come under my observation, might, it is hoped, prove of use. 

Of the A'ranyaka Sanhita there are two MSS. in the Library of the 
Asiatic Society, of which one is in the pothi form without number, 
and the other bound in a 4to. vol. with several other fragments of 
the Sdma Veda. MS. No. 27, I, folia of 26 lines to the page. 

Beginning T?*? vf I 

II. Dasati. I 

III. „ i 

IV. „ WISfEW I 

V. „ I 

End fq’q’gqj I 

Beginning of MahanSmni • 

End of ditto I 

In an authentic MS. belonging to a Sama Vedi Pandit, this portion 
is described a.s a half prapSthaka of the A'ranyaka Sanhita, making 
the work, to comprise 5^ prapsithakas, the dasatis being called prapd- 
thakas. 

t No. 24 of the Asiatic Society’s Library, 59 fl. folio, of 25 lines 
to the page, comprising 17 chapters. 

Beginning ’0! I 

II. —I I 

III. —-qriqtiHi e-<^w rq?.q, fq% rrsn^ 

IV. —I II i 

V. —-ququifrr qtfq! i I qifqsn sqwQrnfq® i 

VI. —'qn^'*!;q^„i i qfqv q i 

VII. —I V’STfttqqTiri I 

VIII. —I liTfqyqTflq?!! i vmqrat < q 




TS peculiar to the Sanaa Veda, nothing sinailar to it being 
observable in the Rig, Yajur or the Atharva. Its con¬ 
geners ®are the Aranya Odna* the Ulid Odnaf and the Lliya 


X. —j I I ^ I ^ I 

XI. I ^TJInlT I lTT%'tr'5t ^ ^ <IT I 

XII-—% I ^3nTfiTfelP.f^5?[; 1 I ^^xVIT ^ I i;5?rn | 

XIII. —I %xv I ?Tr^lf?? I ^98 

^ 8 I 

XIV. —I ?trr?fx:a'r«j^ | xx i i 

XV. — tsmi •? I ixxx: i tx i tph «? T'rri 

XVI. ^■^x’fifh I '^xftx I 

' ^f^i'T f^fJIV|[: I I ^rn fxjXXT I ^ 8 -UX i 

End—^l^ruxqi S ^3 ^ s ^x i ’^wMx < '^ifg i 

* No. 423 A. of the Library of the Asi.atie Society. This is the only 
MS. I have seen of this portion of the Sama Veda, and it is probably 
imperfect. It comprises 5^ prapSthakas divided into half prapd- 
thakas. The last half ends without adverting to the No. of the 
prapatbaka : 36 pages fl. of 28 lines each. 

Bepnning I ^ | ^ ? Hxr ^ 8 xnvi first half 26, 

kandikfis. II. 28, k. III. 82 ditto. IV. 22 ditto. V.’30 ditto. 

I. 26 ditto. VII. 20 ditto. VIII. 20 ditto. IX. 22 ditto. 

' . 24 ditto. ^ XI. 29 ditto. XII. 22 ditto. XIII. 5 ditto. 

Eatt line \ x?^x ^ ? 1 ^ ^ « lyx i %x:ixf^ ^^^81 

onlv 9 ■ *"<=»«'Plete, containing 

nranSfX, T prapathakas of which the work is made of. The 

to the f&go prapdthakas; 69 pages fl. of 28 Unes 

Beginning ^ | 

s^x«r?xx^t ] 

III- ^ftfr^uxwr ^xf?^ I 

I •9^1S5X^ I xn-sj^XiT ^ ^ ’grgx \ / 

V. — 

VI. I I 
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(idna.* They are made up of hymns taken principally if not 
entirely from the Archika, but so transmogrified by “ prolonging 
the sounds of vowels and resolving diphthongs into two«>r more . 
syllables, inserting bkewise in many places other additional 
syllables, besides placing numerical marks for the management 
of the voice”t that at first sight they appear to be totally 
different. The first Gdna is arranged in seventeen prapathakas, 
and intended to be sung at sacrifices performed in towns; the 
second has six prapdthakas, and has, as its name implies, the 
forest for its proper place of recitation. • 

They belong to the Prior Archika, as the third and the fourth 
belong to the Posterior.' The order of arrangement of the 
first two is laid down in the Arsheya Br^maiia, an Anu- 
kramani of the Sama, which from its antiquity has been en¬ 
nobled by being reckoned among the Br^manas of that 
Veda. 


VII.—I viTV I 

VIil.—tnr I 

IX.—swra I i 

End TtWTrfVI VT ^ ^ 8 I 

♦ MS. without No. in six prapathakas, pothi of 84 folia, 7 and 
sometimes 8 lines in each, about 7 inches long. 

The hymns are differently named the Vrihad Sama, Ttfithantara 
Rama, Vairupya Sama, Raivata SSma, Dirgha Sfima, Rajana, Pancha- 
nidhana, Vfmuidevya, Swashirimuka, &c. &c. with references to the 
tunes to which they are smig. 

Beginning of p. I.—■^rfu’^T i 

II. —I 

III. — I 1 I 

IV. —I I 

V. — 

VI. —I 1 

End—ilT' ^»n s I ^ 8 », I 


t Oolebrooke’s Essays, p. 48. 
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The hymns comprised in these Sahhitas have been variously 
arranged for ritual, rhythmic and recitative purposes. 

Mddltavdcharya in his introduction to the Chhdndasika* 
observes that all mantras are divisible into thirty-six species, 
five of which are appropriate to the Eig, and the rest to the Sama 
Veda. The divisions of the latter are technically called Prastava, 
Udgitha, Pratihdra, Upadrava, Nidhana, Hinkara, Pranava, 
Asdsti, Srutisafikhydna, Pralaya, Paridevana, Praisha, Anvos- 
hana, Srishti, Akhyana, and sixteen modes of singing. A second 
division is in tNventy-six parts, each of which has a peculiar namef 
and is referred to a particular deity. A third division is five¬ 
fold, and that is the most common among the Chhandogas. It 
separates the hymns into Eigvyuha, 2. Stobha ,Sama, 3. 
Adimadhya-nidhana, 4. Padavibhaga, 6. Padastobhavibhaga. 
These several divisions apply equally to the hymns of the 
I Archika as well as to those of the four Ganas, and are referrible 
more to musical considerations—to their adaptation to parti¬ 
cular modes of recitation and singing—than to their nature or 
their contents. 

The gods appropriate to the hymns of the S'ama are Agni, 
Indra, Prajapati, Soma, Varuna, Tvastd, Aiigird, Pushd, Sara- 
svati and Indrdgni. But they do not claim the hymns in 
,common; particular classes have their particular deities, and 
there are more than one modes of assigning to the divinities 
their especial hymns. Generally the hymns of the class 
^'idhmia belong to Agni, those of Svara to Prajapati, and 
those of Adista and the Prastuta Sdma to Indra. For the 
Vfimadevya hymns any god would be appropriate: but if 
they happen to be in the G%atri meter, they should belong 

^ Asiatic Society’s MS. No. 424, Chh^indasika Vivarana: 82 folia of 
25 lines to the page, bound in a 4to. Yol. N. character. Very corrupt. 

t I‘ Hii-ukara. 2. Ha-ik4ra. 3. Ath.akdra. 4. Hakara. 5. I-kara. 
b. Ukara. 7. Ekura. 8. Ohoiabira. 9. Hinkara. 10. Svara. 11 . Ada. 
12. Aniriicta. 13—25, the tliirteeii Stobhas. 20. Hukara. 
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to Agiii. With regard to hymns other than these, the rule is 
that the divinity eulogized, is the presiding deity of tho liymn 
which eulogizes him. 

The meters most appropriate to the Sama are described to 
be the Gayatri, the Vrihati, the Trishtubha, tho Anustubb, 
the Jagati, the Sarkari, the Kakva and the Paficti. Several 
others are occasionally met with, but are not held to be so 
appropriate, owing, no doubt, to their being less adapted than 
these to the musical meters wliich were held in the greatest 
favour by the chanters of this portion of the Vedas. 

The Brdhmanas of the Sama Veda are generally much more 
interesting than its Sahhitas. They dwell upon a variety of 
subjects which help to throw much light on tho state of Hindu 
society at a very remote period of its history. Unlike the 
Brahmanas of the Yajur, which are mostly exegetic in their 
character, those of the Sama adopt an independent course, and 
afford expositions of matters which have no necessary connexion 
with their hymnology. Their number, according to Kumarila 
Bhatta and Sflyana,* should be eight, including the Panchavihs'a, 
the Shadvihs'a, the Sarnavidhana, the Arsheya, the Devatadyaya, 
theUpanishad, the Sanhitopanishad and the Vahsa. Manuscripts 
however are available of a larger number, which bear all the 
marks, such as they are, of Sama Brahmanas, and some we have 
heard recited by Sdma Vedi chanters who had from generations 
learnt them as portions of the Sdkhas to which they belonged. 
These would indicate that the • great commentators were not 
familiar with all the Sdma works that were extant in their time, 
and yet their knowledge in such matters was great, and their 
dicta cannot be readily gainsaid on the authority of itinerant 

II Sdyaua’s Commentary 

on the Samavidliuna, apud Max Muller, Rig Veda, Vol. I. p. xxvii. 



INTRODUCTION. 



§L 


11 


Sama chanters^ or even of manuscripts of moderate antiquity. It 
13 impossible therefore to determine ivhich of the supernumeraries 

should bo put down as apocryphal, and which as fragments of 
authentic works. 


The most considerable of tho Sama liturgy is the Tandya 
otherwise called tho Praudha Brfihmana, which, from the number 
ofchapters contained in it, is likewise named the Pauchaviusa 
Brahmana. Its subject is an exposition of tho ritual details of the 
Soma sacrifices, including the EkSha, the Ahina and the Satras, 
by the performance of which heaven and other rewards are ob¬ 
tainable. These seem to have taken for their celebration, some¬ 
times a single day and sometimes two, three, five or a dozen ; while 
at others a hundred days or many years, were not thought too 
long for their completion. In connexion vfith these the work re¬ 
counts a variety of legends of great interest in regard to certain 
grand sacrifices performed on the banks of the Sarasvati and the 
Brisadvatf at a very remote period of antiquity, and gives us 
an insight into the ceremonials by which the aboriginal Indians 
were admitted into the pale of the Arians. It makes mention, 
likewise, of the Naimishia Rishis, of Para Atnara king of Kosala> 
of Trisadasya Pumkutsa, of Nami prince of Videha, and of Ku- 
mkshetra and Yamuna. These, coupled with the absence in it of 
the names of Janaka, Kurupancliala and the like, afford im¬ 
portant evidence regarding the age when the work was com¬ 
posed and first recited. The name of Tdndya in the White Yajur 
May be taken as further evidence under the same head.* 


* Ms. No. 23 of the Asiatic Society fl. 153. 

Beginning I -^T I % ^ 1 fli I H 1 WT I 

It- p. ^ 'STw^nrr i 

III. p. H tf l 

IV. p. ^ i 

Y. p. I 

VI. p. I 

VII. p. xjn ^ %eici jrnplt 
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The Shadvihsa Brdhtnana is generally supposed to form, 
as its name implies, the concluding or rather a supplementary 
chapter to the preceding. It is, however, of much larger extent 
than the other chapters of the Panchavin,9a, and divided into 
prapathakas and sections independent of its alleged relationship. 
Hence it is that Sayana has described it as an independent 
Brahmana, although by assuming it to be so, the epithet, Shad- 
vihsa (26), either as an ordinal or a cardinal number, becomes 
inapplicable. It gives the details partly of such ceremonies as are 
not to be found in the Panchavifi.sa, and partly of ceremonies 
given in the latter, but in a manner quite different; besides a 
variety of propitiatory and condemnatory ceremonies, which 
do not find a place in the Brdhmanas of the Rig and the Yajur 
Vedas.* 

The fifth chapter of the work is peculiar. Its object is to lay 


VIII. p. I 

IX. p. -STT 1 

•X. p. I 

XI. p. I 

XII. p. ^^EtfTRJTtnn ’5'^ 1 

XIII. p. I 

XIV. p. I 

XV. p. I 

XVI. p. ^ISITXltfRT 
XVil. p. ^ I 

XVIII. p. ^^t:| 

XIX. p. I 

XX. p. ft 1 

XXI. p. I 

XXII. p. I 

XXIII. p. SMJ:: i 

XXIV. p. I 

XXV. p. '^jlTTK1’5ranf^W«I I 
Bad I 

* MS, No. 27 E. of the Asiatic Society. 


INTRODUCTION. 


1 


down expiations for evil omens and portents, including a great 
number of physical phenomena, such as the fall of meteors; up¬ 
heaval, depression or quaking of the earth; and the appearance of 
comets, rainbows and haloes. Some of the portents named are of 
a very fanciful character, such as the shaking of temples, laugh¬ 
ing, weeping, winking, sweating, dancing and singing of idols ; 
the appearance of shadows of the human trunk on the disk of 
the sun, and the emanation of smoke from the horns of cattle ; 
while others are references to diseases and physical facts which 
to the observers of the time were either very rare or inex¬ 
plicable. The fact of its having a separate name, the Adhhuta 
Brdhmana, shews that it is a distinct work, notwithstanding all 
the Ma^iuscripts that have yet come under observation, making 
it the last chapter of the Shadnh^a. Sayana does not count 
it as a separate work. It adverts, however, to names and 
circumstances which clearly indicate that it was compiled at a 
much later time than the chapters which precede it. 

Next to it may be named the Sdmabidhdna Brdhmana, 
It is a treatise on expiations and achara or customs in three 
chapters, and, in the MS. of the Asiatic Society (No. 27 D.), 
occupies, only 9 folia of 20 lines to the page.* It has been 
commented upon by Sayana who calls it the third Brdhmana of 
the Sama Veda. The fourth in his list is the Rishi or Arshefja 
Brdhmumd,, Professor Weber does not wish to include it among 
the ritual works, inasmuch as it is devoted to an enumeration of 


Beginning, I 


II. p. I 

III. p. I 

IV. p. I 

V. p. 

End 

* Beginning 

II. p. i 
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tlie Seers of the Sama Veda and^ as sucli/shoiild be reckoned 
among the Anu1:ramanisy or Indices. But Indian scholiasts in¬ 
variably take it as a Brahmana. It is a short treatise of 12 pages 
including only three and a half prapathakas.* Similar to it in 
character^ but apparently of a different date, is the Vansa 
Brdhw.ana, —or a genealogy of the Rishis of the third Veda, in 
a short chapter of a page and three quarters. It occurs as the 
last of the Brdhraanas in Sayana^s list; but Professor Weber 
refuses it a place among the Brahmanas for the same rea¬ 
sons for which the Arsheya has been called an Anuki4mani.t 
It is followed by a short treatise in one chapter on the Vedic 
rishis under the title of Acjni Brahmana,% Its colophon calls 
it Devatddhydya, or the chapter on gods,^^ which would 
indicate that the work had other chapters, on other subjects, 
but we have no means at command to ascertain if such 
were the case. In Sayana^s list it stands fifth, immediately after 
the Arsheya Brahmana^ which there follows the Sdmavidhana. 
Next to it is another chapter which has for its subject the mode 


* MS. No. 27 C, 3|r prapathakas. The half (ardha) prap^thaka 
appears first, and the three full prapathakas then follow in order. It 
might be supposed that the half is the first moiety of the Jst prapathaka, 
but the Chliandogas reckon it separately ; 6, foha, fl. of 26 lines to the 
page. 

Beginning i P. I 

I. I 

II. I 

III.^ I 
End I 

t MS. No. 27 H. of the Library of the Asiatic Society. It begins 
with the words— 

Beginning ^ I 

Ends 3iiWiTm 1 

J MS. No. 27 E. 1| folia of 26 line.s to the page. 

Beginning MWqfiT: i 

End » 
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of reading Upanishads. It is known by tbe name of Sanliitopa- 
nisliad, and is the sixtb in Sayanas list.* 

Among a lot of manuscrpts some time ago made over to me 
by a learned Sama Vedi Brahman, there are four other works 
which he assured me were portions of the third Veda, and as 
such ho had studied them under his tutor. The first of these is 
entitled Hasti-sliad Brdhmana or in short Hasii Brdhmana. 
It is comprised in a of 102 folia of 7 lines each, the lines 
being about 6 inches long. The subject matter is arranged 
in four books or prapathakas, each of which is subdivided 
into hrdhmana^y ardha -prajpdthahiSy and handlkds. The 
first book includes 4 brahmanas and 108 kandik^s; the 
second, 4 brahmanas and 105 kandikds; the third, 2 bnihmanas 
and 85 kandikds; and the fourth 2 brahmanas and 101 
kandikas. According to a diftercnt arrangement the work 
is divided into 5 Adhydyas, each having a definite number of 
kandikas.f The second work is known by the name of Jlnlid 
Brdhmana. In extent it is larger than the preceding, but is 
divided like it into prapathakas and brdhmanas.J The third 


* No. 27 Or. 1|- folia of 26 lines to the page. 

‘ Beginning I 

End ^ “i-ee I 

t Beginning of the I. p. I 

II, p. ] 

III. p. I 

IV. p. f I t 1 

End I 

t Mss. without No. puthi, 216 folia of 6 lines to the page, each luie 

live inches in length. The work is comprised in five praputhnkas 
as follow: 

Beginning of I. p. 
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IS called Havyan Brdhmana^ and in extent and character is very 
like the above as is also the last or Elcvdi Brdlimand,^ They 
begin without the usual salutation to the Sama Veda^ but 


Y. p. I 

End l 

The first prnpathaka includes 4 j brdhmanas and 110 kandikas ; the 
second, contains 4 brahmanas and 908 kandikas; the third, 7 brah- 
manas and 114 kandikas, the fourth, 6 brahmanas and 100 kandikds, 
the fifth 6 brahmanas and 102 kandikas. 

* MS. without Ko. puthi, 247 folia of 5 lines to the page, each 
line being 6 inches in length. Seven prapatbakas, subdivided into 
Brahmanas, of which the first, the second, the third and the fourth 
include 6 each; the fifth 5, the sixth 4, and the seventh 4: the 
number of kandikas being 121 in the first, 122 in the second, 128 in 
the third, 121 in the fourth, 121 in the fifth, 111 in the sixth and 
114 in the seventh. 

Beginning of the I. p. i 

II. p. I ; 

III. p. ) 

IV. p. I 

V. p. I \ 

VI. p. 1 I 

VII. p. I 

^ ^ 's ^ 

End i 

t MS. without Iso. puthi, 195 folia of 8 linos to the page, each lino 
being about 4 inelies in length. The 'work is divided into Prapii- 
thakas and Br&hmanas. The first prapSthaka has 6 brShmanas and 
ll4i kap^ikiis, the second 8 brahmanas and 103 kandikas, the third 
5 brahmanas and 113 kandikils, the fourth 4 br&hmanas and 115 
kandikds, the fifth 6 brahmanas and 104 kandikiis. 

I. p. begins with Tfr^TSI | 

ir. p. I 

III. p. % sairnffr: wi; t 
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avo tlio ritualistic character of a Brahmana composition, 
but how far tliey are portions of the Veda in question, in the 
absence of commentaries, we have no other autliority than the 
assurance of our pandit. 

Although not Brahmanas by themselres, as parts of wliat once 
weiG such, the -^ranyalca and the Kona UpdAiishad deserve 
notice in this place. The former is said to comprise only two 
short chapters, and the latter tliirty-six stanzas divided into four 


sections. Of the former we have as yet seen no MS. and have 
reason to doubt its existence. The Upanishad has passed 
through several editions. According to Sankara, it forms part of 
the Talavakfira /S'^kha, but as no notice of such a school appears 
in the Charanavyuha, it must have long since ceased to exist. 

The last Brahmana Avhich wo have to notice is the Chhdndogija, 
and it is with a view to shew its position as a portion of the 
fSama Veda that the preceding pages have been indited. In 
extent it is much smaller than the Tandya and the other leading 
Brahmanas, altliough in name it is pre-eminently th<} Brah¬ 


mana of the reciters of the third Veda.* In Sayana’s list it 
IS called the Upanishad, though that title is due only to a 
portion of it. Manuscripts of the work are easily available, 
but as yet we liave seen no commentary attached to tlie 
Brahmana portion of any one of tliem. According to general 
iicceptation, the work embraces ten chapters, of which the first 
two are reckoned to be the Brahmana, and the rest is known 
Dndcr the name of Ghhdndocjya Upamshad, In their arrange- 
^Dnt and stylo, the two portions differ greatly, and judged by 
they appear to be productions of very different ages, 
i^gh both are evidently relics of pretty remote antiquity, 
the two chapters of the Chhundogya BrahTnana,t the first\ 
me udes eight suctcu^ on the ceremony of marriage, and the rites \ 
nocessaiy to be observed at the birth of a child. The first \ 


From Chhaudoga, a chanter or reciter of Chhandas. 
t Beginning ^ ^ 

Do ot' n. p. Vt vq ^ „ 
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sucta is intended to be recited when offering an oblation to Agni 
on tho occasion of a marriage^ and its object is to pray for 
prosperity in behalf of the married couple. Tho second prays 
for long life^ kind relatives, and numerous progeny. Tho third 
is tho inaiTiage pledge by which the contracting parties bind 
themselves to each other. Its spirit may be guessed from a 
single verse. In talking of tho unanimity with which they 
will dwell, the bridegroom addresses his bride—Whatever is 
thy heart tho same shall be mine, and this my heart shall 
be thine.''* The fourth and tho fifth invoke Agni, Yayu, 
Chandramas and Surya to bless tho couple and ensure 
healthful progeny. Tho sixth is a mantra for offering an 
oblation on the birth of a child; and the seventh and the 
eighth are prayers for its being healthy, wealtliy and powerful, 
not weak, poor and a mute, and to ensure a profusion .of 
wealth and milch cows. 

The first sucta of tho second chapter is addressed to tho 
Earth, Agni and Indra, with a prayer for wealth, health and 
prosperity ; the second, third, fourth, fifth and sixth are mantras 
for offering oblations to cattle, tlie manes, Surya and divers 
dii minores. The seventh is a curse upon worms, insects, 
■(lies and other nuisances, and tho last, the concluding mantra of 
the marriage ceremony, in which a general blessing is invoked 


for all concerned. 

The Upanishad portion bears no relation to this. It opens in a 
tone very different from the eucharistic dulness of the preceding, 
and applies itself entirely to a consideration of tho relation 
which man bears to his Maker and the great object of his 
adoration. In doing so, however, the Hindu scripturalist does 
not evince a spirit of despondency regarding evils to which 
human life is subject, such as characterise tho writer of the 
vSeinkhya, or tho founder of the Bauddha religion, who feels tho 
evils of this world and seeks in his philosophy for their anti- 
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dote, but a cool, rational desire to know wliat becomes of man 
after death, and how he is to secure the highest blessing here¬ 
after, the result of the first impulse of the highest and the 
strongest feeling of our nature, viz. the religious feeling. This 
characteristic, which it owns in common with the other authen- 


tic Upanishads,* fully bears out the remark of Ritter that 
in the first evolutions of philosophy it was a pure and inno¬ 
cent love of knowledge that impelled men to search and en- 
quire,^^f and affords a convincing proof of its high antiquity. 
Its primitive simplicity and the unartistic turn of its anecdotes, 

^ likewise indicate, in a marked manner, the early age of its 
composition. ComjDared to some of the smaller Upanishads, it 
is most probably later^ and no doubt it is long subsequent to 
the era of the Sahhitls. But judging from its style and cha¬ 
racter, its want of system and simplicity of ideas, it is unmis- 
takeably more ancient than the ISankhya, and considerably more 
so than the philosophy of /Sakya. For the latter two presup- 
pose an amount of intellectual culture which w^e look for in 
vain in the former, though it is the most systematic of all the 
Upanishads. In the present state of our information, however, 
regarding the Vedas, it is difficult, if not impossible, to determine f 
positively the relative age of the different Upanisliads. The I 
brevity and fragmentary character of some of them, leave no * 
hope that orientalists will ever be able satisfactorily to an-ange 
them in a chronological order. ^J'he last chapter (6th) of the 
A rihad Aranyaka contains an amplification of some of the 
anecdotes of the Chhfindogya, and as such may be assumed 
to be of a later origin. Other Upanishads liavo likewise state¬ 
ments wliicli they must have either borrowed fr<')m that or 
some common source—probably the traditions of the country 
to which all are equally indebted. Indeed tlioy suggest tlie 
idea that they are all productions of independent autliors who 


* VVe hero confine our remurks to the elcweu Upanishads com¬ 
mented upon by /S'ahkara. 

t History of Philosophy, vol. 11. p. 43. 
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taught their doctrines at different times and at gi’eat distances 
from each other, but with little consort or communication, and 
the similitude of their opinions and anecdotes is duo more to tlie 
traditions whence they have derived their materials tlian to any 
extensive mutual aid. Professor Weber, to whom oriental 
scholars are largely indebted for his learned researches into 
Vaidik literature, thus juxtaposes the claims to priority of two 
of the largest of the Upanishads. He observes— 

“ This Brahmana (the Chhandogya) is distinguished most parti¬ 
cularly by its rich collection of legends on the successive develop¬ 
ment of Brahminic theology, and is, foi’ its ideas as well as for its 
place, time and persons, nearly identical with the Vrihad Aranyaka 
of the White Yajus. Nevertheless the absence of the mention of the 
Naimis'iya Kisliis in the Vrihad Aranyaka, and especially in the White 
Yajus, might lead us to conclude ‘that it is anterior to the Vrihad- 
Arany. Yet again from the absence of this allusion coupled with the 
circumstance that we find in it mention made of the Maluivrishas and 
the Gandlidras, though undoubtedly but slightly, it can only be con¬ 
cluded that its origin is more or less occidental; while wo know the 
Vrihad Aranyakam appertains entirely to the eastern portion of Hin¬ 
dustan. On the other hand, the numerous fables* in which animals 
are made to figure and the mention of Mahidasa Aitareya, induce us 
to regard the Chh^indogya Upanisbad as more modern than the Vrihad 
Aranyakam. With regard to another allusion, which by itself is of the 
greatest importance, it would bo ticklish to hazard an opinion ; it is 
that of Krishna Dovakiputra who v.’avS instructed by Ghora Angi- 
rasa. The last in fact and next to him Krishna Angirasa, but with¬ 
out showing any relationship between them, are named in the Kau- 
sitaki Bnihmana. If the last Krislina Angirasa be identical with 
Krishna Devakiputra, this niontion may be taken rather as indicative 
of the priority of the Vrihad Aranyaka than otherwise. Butin admit¬ 
ting this identity to be exact, wo must attach some importance to 


♦ Three in all; in the first (C. I. s. xii.) some dogs bark in prayer 
for food, in the 2nd, a goose Hying over a king, warns bis companions 
to beware of the king below, and in the third, a bull imparts instruction 
on Brahma.—R. M. 
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change whicli tlie name has here undergone : in the place of Aigi. 
rasa he is named Devakiputra, a form of name for which we find no 
analogy in the Vcdic writings except in the Yansas or the geneolo- 
gical tables of the Yrihad Aranyaka,* which on that account would 
certainly appertain to an epoch very recent. For the rest the impor¬ 
tance of this mention for the understanding of the place which' 
Krishna subsequently occupied is evident. Here he is an ardent 
student of science belonging perhaps to the military caste, but (it is 
certain) he must have distinguished himself in some manner, although 
we have very little information on that point, as otherwise his 
subsequent elevation to the rank of a god, resulting from exterior 
circumstances, becomes inexplicable. 

“ The contemporaneity of the Chluindogya with the Yrihad Ara- 
nyaka is shewn in general by the community of the names in the 
two works ; Pravaliana Jaivali, Ushasti S'akrayana, S'^ndilya, Satya- 
kainaJabjUa, Udd^ilaka Aruni, Svetaketu and Asvapati, as also the 
identity, generally complete, of its 7tht book with corresponding pas¬ 
sages in the Yriliad Aranyaka. 

“ But for the determination of the recent date of the Chhandogya 
Upanishad, that which is above all others the most impoiijaut, is the 
rich literature which is enumerated at the commencement of the 
9thJ book, and which consequently presupposes its existence. If 
again one were to take the 9th book as a sort of supplement (the 
names of Sanaikum^ra and Skanda are no where else founrl in the Yedic 
literature, and Narada who is not named except in the 2ud part of 
the Aitareya Brahman a) there remains nevertheless the allusion to 
Atharva Angirasa, as also to the Itihasas and the Purdnas in the 
5th book. Now, if we cannot for these last, as for the corre- 
s[>onding passages in the Yrihad Aranyaka, think that they refer in 
any case to the works which exist at present as Itihfisas and Piiranas, 
'Ne have at all events to take in under those names those works 
which pre(*eded them, and which originated primarily from traditions 

* Vide Pdnini IY. 1,159, and the namos SamMiuputra ami KSnayaiii- 
putra in the Sama Sutras, as also Katyiiyaniputra, Maitravanijmtra, 
VYitriputra, etc., of the Buddhists, 
t Fifth of the Upani.shad.—F. M. 

J Seventh of the Upanishad.-ll. M. 
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and legends, (for they agree in part with the hymns of the Rig and 
in part with its liturgy) and then gradually enlarged tlieir cii’cle, and 
extended themselves to other eircumstances of life, he it to the 
myths and traditions found originally placed in the Brahmaiias them¬ 
selves or in the other exegetic writings of the Vedas, but which at 
the time of this passage of the Chhunclogya had probably assumed 
an independent form, although the commentaries ordinarily attri¬ 
bute* these expressions to passages only of the Brahmanas them¬ 
selves. The Mah^bharat contains, particularly in the first book, 
some similar Itihasas, likewise in prose, and yet those fragments 
which have been thus preserved to us correspond in their style as 
well as in their ideas with similar passages in the Brahmanas, but 
of a very recent epoch. At any rate the transition of these legends 
into epic poetry is thereby fully indicated, as well as by their slokas, 
gathas, &c. already cited in the Brahmanas themselves, and in other 
works, for instance in the Brihad-daivatara. 

‘‘ In the Chhandogya Upanishad we find cited, among other things, 
a case of law which is rare in the domains of the Vedas, that is to 
say of the penalty of death for theft (denied) corresponding entirely 
with the severe ordinances contained on the subject in the laws of 
Manu. The guilt or innocence is determined by an ordeal, the ac¬ 
cused having to carry a red-hot hatchet in his hands ; a new analogy 
with the ordinances of Manu. We find also another point of contact 
with the state of civilisation of the time of Manu in a passage which 
exists also in the Vrihad A'ranyaka i. e. a knowledge of the doctrine of 
metempsychosis which is here presented to ns, for the first time, in a 
sufficiently complete form, and which by itself ought to be considered in 
all cases as much more ancient. If the myth of the creation in the 5ih 
book is entirely identical with what we find in the introduction to 
Manu, that portion or the whole ought perhaps to be regarded as a di¬ 
rect imitatiox^ throughout. In the lOthbookf which treats of the soul, 
its place in the body, and its state when it is quitting that place, 


* This is not true of <S'aukara, but of Say ana, Harisvamin, Dvi- 
vedaganga in regard to similar passages of the Satapatha Brahmana 
and the Talttiriya A i any aka. ['frue of /Sankara too, vide Note, 
p. JIG.—R. M.] 

■ t Eight!) of the Upanishad.—R. M. 





■that is to say in its way to the region of Brahma, there may be 
found several things interesting in connexion with similar passages 
m the Kausitaki Upanishad alreadj^ cited, although not without some 
diderence. Hero is met, again for the first time in the circle of the 
Vedas, tlie name of Ildhu, which prove determinately the place, rehi- 
tively modern, which the Chhdndogya Upanishad occupies.* 

This summary brings to a point almost all the evidences on 
the subject that maybe found in the two works. We cannot, 
however, allow this opportunity to pass Avithout expressing our 
dissent, with every deference to the opinion of the learned 
Professor, from the argument furnished by the allusion to the 
ordeal by fire, as wo think it of very little importance in 
determining the age of the Chhdndogya with reference to 
the Manava Dharma Siistra. Ordeals as means for detecting 
theft imply a very primitive state of society, and such of 
them as are ordained in the laws of Mann must have been 
known in the country long before those laws were compiled 
into a code, for the Manava Uharma is a digest and not an 
original dispensation, and it cannot therefore follow that every 
allusion to facts and circumstances described in that code must 
necessarily imply the posterionty of the work in which such 
allusions are made. 

An attempt ha>s lately been made to proA^e that some of tlie 
doctrines inculcated in the Chhiindogya in common with the 
other Upanlshads, are of Buddhist origin, and consequently 
the work itself is of a post-Buddliic era. But the argument 
to establish this hypothesis, is founded on a petitio prin- 
Very much like the one we have discussed above. It beojins 
y ‘"^ssi^uing to Buddha what, as philosophic idea9,were probably 
well known long before they were adopted by the founder of 
Buddhism, and then argues the works in which they occur 
to bo posterior to the system of Sfikya Sifiha; when the oharacter 
of those very works indicates the assumption to be utterly im- 

* “ Histoire do la Litteratuiv indionne par Weber, apud Sadous, 
pp. 115-150.’* 
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founded.* Tlie Upanisliads belong to an age of searcli and 
enquiry, the Nyaya to an age of systeraatization, the Safi- 
khya to doubt follo^ving enquiry, and the Bauddha-pliilosophy to 
an epoch when doubt and disbelief, taking possession of men^s 
minds, dared at last to raise their head boldly against God him¬ 
self. The hypothesis of the post Buddhist origin of the Upa- 
nishads would reverse this order, and begin with the iniidelity 
of /Sakya, to be followed by the doubt of Kapila, and then the 
enquiry of the Upanisliads, adopted with almost a holy reverence 
for the authority of law and religion; or, in other words, 
the infancy of tlie mind to follow its manhood. There are no 
doubt similitudes in the doctrines current in the Hindu and the 
Buddhist works, but they do not at all militate against theirbeing 
due to very different eras. They appear in the Upanishads as 
mere germs of philosophic thought, brought down from remote 
antiquity by tradition, with occasional alteration or amplifica¬ 
tion, but with no great attempt at method, arrangement or 
classification. In the Nyaya some of them are for the first 
time reduced to a system, which was followed by others, till at 
last the rage for philosophy led to tlie creation of a large 
number of schools and systems—theistic, atheistic, and pan¬ 
theistic—which were brought to boar upon S6ky^ when he first 
entered upon philosophical enquiry. In the Lalita Vistara, the 
names of a great number of these are still extant, and they 
are there avowed to be of Brahminical origin, which leave no 
doubt as to the existence of some of the Hindu Dar.^anas lon<>* 
before the advent of the Saugata reformer. A full discussion, 
however, of the subject in all its bearings require more space 


* Dr. Eoer argues the ICatlia Uparii»had to he posterior to the 
Sankhya, because its inuumeration of the order of emanations for the 
absolute spirit accords, to some extent, not entirely, with the order 
followed by the latter. The Katha has nothing of the scientific pre¬ 
cision of the SaBkhyu, and it would, therefore, be much more natural 
to suppose that the latter borrowed from the former. 
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than we propose to devote to this Introduction^ and we must, 
therefore, hero confine ourselves to a brief analysis of oiu* 


text. 


It has been already observed that the Chhandogya Br^limana 
comprises ten prapatliakas or chapters, of whicli only the first two 
constitute the Bralimana; hence it is that Sankara begins his 
commentary on the latter portion with the words The eight 
chapters beginning with Om,this letter, &c. comprise the ClihSn- 
fiogya Upanishad.^' The chapters are of unequal length, and 
include from thirteen to twenty-fom’ sections or lessons (adhya- 
so arranged that wliile some sections treat of a subject 
in a continuous strain, others arc quite detaclied and unconnect-f 
ed. Thus the first twelve sections of the first chapter are devoted 
to the adoration of the Deity through a symbol—while the 
thirteenth has for its subject the similitude of cei'tain musical 
particles with the universe. In the second chapter, the first 
twenty-two sections symbolise the creation in the Sfima, while 
the twenty-third and the twenty-fourth have distinct subjects 
of their own. Subsequent chapters afford similar instancos in 
abundance. 

The symbol recommended in the first chapter as the most 
appropnate, is the particle Oin, otherwise called the ^ Udgf- 
tha^ or the * Pranava.^ It is described as “ the quintes¬ 
sence of all essences, the supremo, the most adorable.'^ 
(C. I. 8. 1.) It is the animating principle of the body (s. 2), 
fhe dispenser of heat (s. 3), superior to all ritual observances, 
(9* 4), the ordainer of all organic functions (s. 7), and the 
noblest portion of the pre-eminent of all the Vedas—the Sama, 
(s- G.) la establishing these attributes of Om, several anec¬ 
dotes are nan'ated, in one of which (s. 8) a Kshetria takes 
precedence of two Brdhmaus in explaining the subject of 
Iheir discourse. Similar precedence is given to Kshotrias 
sections 3rd and 11th of the fifth chapter, and in. the 
Kafha and the Vrihad Araiiyaka Upanishads. Nor does this 
precedence appear to be accidental, Pravdhana king of Pan- 
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clidla (C, \. s. 3) goes the length of asserting that the knowledge 
of man s lot hereafter was first attaiuecl by his own caste. In 
reply to a question from a Brahman he says, (C. V. s. 3), “ Since 
you have thus enquired, and inasmuch as no Brahman ever 
knew it before, of all people in the world tlie Kshetrias alone 
have the right of imparting instruction on this subject.” 
Considering that the Brahmans have been the sole repositories 
of the sacred writings of the Hindus for considerably more 
thiin three thousand years, and the other Castes were strictly 
forbidden to have any knowledge of them, except through the 
medium of priests, the existence of this verse, so prejudicial 
to the interest and dignity of the Brahmauic hierarcliy, may 
bo taken as an evidence of the highest importance in favour of 
the authenticity of the Ghhiindogya Upanishad. For if any 
liberty had been taken, it is hard to suppose that the Brah¬ 
mans would have spared a verse which ascribes the origin of 
the most important element of the Vcdic theology, its dispen¬ 
sation of a future state, to their rivals the Kshetrias. It affords 
a proof, likewise, if any proof were needed in support of so 
generally received a proposition, that the theology of the Upa- 
iiisbads is an after-thought, independent of the Vedas, and at¬ 
tached to them simply to secure to it the prestige of those 
sacred wi-itiugs. It is worthy of notice, farther, that that 
theology is of non-Brahmonic origin, and forced upon the 
Birihmans by those whom they wanted to, and did, hold in 
meutu] tbcaldoiii. 

Alfchoiigli the subject of the first chaptor is the adoration of 
Oin^ it nowhere confounds the symbol with tlie object symbo¬ 
lized. On the (contrary, every precantionis taken to point out 
the distinctio]!^ and throughout the book tlie most earnest 
appeals are made in favour of a rational understanding of, as 
opposed to a blind faith in, tho attributes of the Divinity, 
Knowledge is its polo-star, and, while imprecations dire are 
di noiinced against those who neglect intelligently to examine 
the real purport of the scriptures, the unvarying assurance 
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end of every chapter as well as at the end of most of 
the sections, is that every blessing under the sun attends him who 
understands the object of the tJpanishads. As with Socrates, so in 
the Chhandogya, the end of life is wisdom and intelligence; 
Rud therefore all that is intellectual is precious, and all that 
is the contrary, despicablo.^^ Thus in the fifth chapter of the 
Upauishad (s. 10), those who perform ceremonies after know¬ 
ing their real purport, are declared fit to be translated to the 
region of Brahma, while those who perform them without such 
knowledge, are sent away througli a darksome path to become 

the food of the gods.^^ Ushasti son of Chakra, addressing tlie 
clianters of the Vedas at a sacrifice, says: (C. I. s. 10.) 

Should ye eulogize him who is the presiding deity of all 
praise without knowing liis nature, your heads would surely be 
lopped ofiF.^^ Asvvapati (C. V. s. 12 at seq,) invokes similar im¬ 
precations against those who adore the sun, moon, Indra, &c. 
as gods, and not as the manifestations of divine attributes. 
Again, (C. iv. s. 17) ^Hhat sacrifice becomes efficacious of which 
the Brahma is conscient of all this,’^ (i. e. of the nature of 
ceremonies) ;—That sacrifice slopeth to the north of which 
the Brahma knoweth all this. Whenever any flaw happeneth 
in a ceremony, this knowledge of BrJima setteth every thing 
right.^^ He who is aware of this (the nature of the Unix orsoi 
Soul) seeing the Soul thus, thinking it thus, and knowing it 
thus, becomes (even in this life) one whose entire devotion is 
to the »Soul, whose recreation is in the Soul, whoso helpmate 
IS the Soul, and whose felicity is the SouL (In afterlife) he 
becomes self-resplendent. Ho is able to accomplish whatever 
ko desires in all the regions of the universe. Those who be- 
heve otherwise, having others for their masters, go to perish¬ 
able regions. For them nothing is accomplished in any of the 
^ogions of the universe,^^ 

These and similar passages afford a curious parallel to the 
^ocratic doctrine, ^Hhat all virtue is one,—wisdom Or iutolli- 
gence,—and that no act j)erformod without a clear insight into 
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its nature and tendency is good ; or evil^ if icith that insiglit.^^* 
The knowledge extolled by the Upanishad is the knowledge 
of - the good, and of the reason which rules all and is over 

all_God.^^ It is the sa-rae ^^^th the icisdoin of the Grecian 

philosopher, of which it is said— 

He (Socrates) also said that justice and every other virtue 
was Wisdom; for just acts and all whatever other things are 
done by virtue, are both beautiful and good. And that neither 
will those who know these things choose any thing else instead 
of them; nor will such as do not understand them be able to 
perform them, and even if they make the attempt, they fail. 
Thus the wise do things good and beautiful, and the unwise 
cannot, and if they try, they fail. Since therefore just acts 
and all other beautiful and good things are accomplished by 
virtue, it is manifest that justice and every other virtue is 

Wisdom.’^t 

Analogies, often phonetic but more frequently fanciful, are 
generally used in this as well as in the subsequent chapters, 
in the place of arguments, and they give a most puerile air to 
the whole composition. 

In the second chapter certain technical termsj of the Sfima 
f Veda are represented as the type of the universe, and as such 
! the emblems of the Divinity, and therefore worthy of adoration. 
They are evidently the names of the seven notes of the gamut, 
and as the hymns of the Veda in question are all intended for 

* Ritter’s History of Philosophy, 11. p. 60. 

f Se Kal Tijv ZiKOiocrvvyjv kuI t^v aKkrjv iraaav apcTrjv crofjaav ctmt. 

rd T€ yap 8tKata koI irdvra dara aperfj 7 rpdrT€To.t KuXd re koI ayaOd cTvat' 
Kal Ai' Tors ravra dvrl ovdh' irpoeXecrOaLy ovre rovg 

/xr/ emarafjievovs 8wacr^ai TrpdrreLVy aXXa Kal lav lyx^LpCoarLy, dpafyrdvetv. 
ovTW Kal rd KoXd re Kal dyaOd tov? pev (TO(j>ov<s TTparreiv, rou? 8c cro- 
ou Svva(r6ai,y dXXa Kal lav dpapraveiv, lirel ovv rd re 

hiKaia Kal rd dXXu. Ka\d re Kal oyaOd Tvdvra dper^ irparreTaiy dijXov eivai, 
on Kol y SiKauKTui'y Kal y dXXy Tratra apery (7-oc/)ta larL. Xenophon, 
Meniorabilia, iii. 5. 

I The tenns Hinkuni, Prastdva, ><(11, Udgitha, Pratihara, Ppailmva 
and Nidhanu. 
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ging, the wliole of that Veda is indicated by those terms. 
Preeminent above them is the syllable Om, and the chapter 
ends by declaring it to be the emblem of the universe and of 
the Deity. 


The third chapter opens .with an allegorical description of 
the firmament as a bee-hive, the sun as honey, and the Vedic 
hymns as honey-makers. The honey is declared to be the 
food of the Vashus, the Eudras, the Xdityas, the Maruts 
and other superhuman beings. The rewards which attend its 
enjoyment are likewise described at length. Those rewards 
are, however, evanescent and of a sensuous character, and there¬ 
fore, forsaking them, the scripturalist turns to a Sun ^^tliat, 
appearing above all, neither riseth nor settetli, but remaineth 
alone in the centre.^'^ With reference to it he says, Bear vo 
witness, 0 gods, that I may say nothing contradictory of that 
truthful Brahma.^^ (S. 11.) That sun is identical with that 
which is indicated by the Gayatri—tlie Supreme Ruler of the 
universe. It is verily the space which surroundeth mankind. 
Tliat which surroundeth mankind is of a truth tlie space which 
existeth within mankind. That which existeth within mankind 
is of a truth the space which existeth within the heart. It is 
omnipresent and eternal.^^ As the supreme object of human 
adoration he should bo approached with a quiet and con¬ 
trolled mind,^^ and thus reflected upon : That which is no¬ 
thing but mind, whose body is its life, whose figure is a mere 
glorj^, whose will is truth, Avhose soul is like space, (i^kasa) 
which performeth all things and willeth all things, to which 
belong all sweet odours and grateful juices; which envelopes 
the whole of this world ; which neither speaketh nor rcspecteth 
any body, is the Soul within me; it is lighter than a corn or a 
barley, or a mustard or a canary seed, or the substance within 
it. Such a Soul is within mo as is greater than the earth, and 
greater than the sky, and greater than the heaven, and greater 
than all these regions put together.'^ (s. I t.) 

The sub-soquent sections of the chapter are devoted to alle- 
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gorical representations of the life of man as a fire sacrilice, 
and tlie vital functions as manifestations of tlio Deity. 


The whole of tlio fourth chapter is naiTativo. It recounts, 
6rst how one Janasruti, the gi’eat* grandson of <Iauasrutl, ob¬ 
tained instruction on the attributes of the Deity, then a dis¬ 
course between Saunaka, Abhipratfirin and a hermit, and next 
an anecdote of Satyakama, who, in course of tending his master^s 
flock, obtained instruction on the nature of Brahma from a bull, 
a sacrificial fire, the wind, and the sun. Although a natural born 
son whose father was unknown, and recognised by the con¬ 
temptuous sobriquet of Jabala from the designation of his 
mother Jabdla, he attained to great distinction as a teacher, and 
knower of Brahma, and his name and that of his son have been 
frequently quoted as authorities in the Upanishads. The last 
anecdote in the chapter is that of Upakosala (s. 10) who, while 
abiding as a Brahmachari, obtained from the sacrificial fires of 
his tutor Satyakama, and subsequently from the tutor himself, 
instniction on divinity. The sum of the instruction is com¬ 
prised in the assurance that the being who is seen in the sun,^^ 
i.’ 0. the animating principle of the sun, as well as that of the 
moon and lightning, is the God Supreme, and that those who 
know it s6, are blessed. 

The next chapter opens wdth a parable of life and the 
organs of sense, with a view to establish the precinineuco of 
the former. Speech, audition, vision and mind are made suc¬ 
cessively to forsake the body, which notwithstanding continues 
to thrive, as a dumb, a deaf, or a blind man or an infant. 
Life at last attempted to depart, and in the very attempt, as 
a mighty charger, when whipped^ plucks out from their places 
all the pegs to which its feet may be tied, it dislodged all the 
organs of seiiso.^^ This obliged the senses to acknowledge its 
Superiority, and it is accordingly described as the eldest aud 
greatest.’^ The stoiy is repeated by Katyakitma son of Jabfild, 
who takes the opportunity to teach his pupil Goesruti, the mode 
of offering oblations to life with a view W ailain superior 
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excellence. He is followed by Pravahana king of Pancliala, a 
Kshetria, wlio explains to Uddalaka^ a Bralimin saint^ where 
men rise to from this earth/^ how they return^^^ where the 
way to hea\en (Deva \ana) and the upper regions (Pitn Yana) 
di\ddes^ ^y]^y region wheue men rise to after death does 
not fill np/^ and why the fluids of the fifth oblation are called 
I uiusha.^^ XJddalaka, however^ seems to benefit little by the 
instruction, and, when questioned by certain Br/ihinan saints 
great householders and knowers of the Vedas^^ as to which 
IS our soul and w’hich is Brahma,evades their enquiry and 
tabes them to a Kslietna king, A.svapati by name. The king 
receives his guests with becoming civility, and explains to 
them that the heaven, the sun, the winds, the sky, and the 
waters to which they severally offer their adorations, were 
but the glories of the Universal Soul which pervadeth the 
heaven and the earth, and is the principal object indicated by 
(the pronoun) i. e. that essence in man which calls itself’ 
1.* (Section 18.) This identification of the Universal and the 
human soul leads him on to identify it again with the five vital 
airs, sell, breath, the air diffused into the body, the flatus in 
the lower intestines, the air essential to digestion,, and that 
'vhich rises upwards towards the head, or in other words tlio 
total of existence. He goes on ;—Verily of that all-por- 
vading feoul, the heaven is the head, the sun is tho eye, the 
^'ind is the breath, tho sky is the trunk, the moon is the fun¬ 
dament, and the earth is the feet. Tho altar is His breast, 


Hence it is that the knowledge of the Deity is called in the 
the “ knowledge of self,”—a curious parallel with 

He Know thyself.” Plato has something similar 

Absolute science is tlie pure self-consciousness of the 
it has of itself,—which assures to every 
of rn 1 t^^ 'V'alue and right import.” “ Its object is the 

^ ^ ^ ^^^‘^'hangoahlc, unborn, impovishahler- of vvliieh all 

uin Ih) sumo ns the sat or ‘‘ being” of 

H. p,,. 15,.,8,. 
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the sacrificial grass constitutes the hair of His body, tlie house¬ 
hold fire forms His hearty the annaharyapachana fire forms 
His mind^ the Ahavaniya fire His face.^^ 

These instructions seem to suffice for the edification of Ud- 
dalaka^ and he appears in the next chajiter as a teacher of 
metaphysics in all its branches. His discourse, thougli short, 
is by far the most interesting in tlie whole range of the Upa- 
nishad. Ontology, cosmogony and theodicy are his subjects, 
and he treats them with consummate tact and talent, although 
not without some taint of the extravagant and fanciful analo¬ 
gies which so disfigure the lectures of his tutors. His style 
resembles that of the ancient schools of Greece, and his expres¬ 
sions often meet with their counterparts in the writings of Pla¬ 
to and his contemporaries. His great doctrine is that, at first 
God alone existed and that the creation is but an evolution of 
His vnlh His language, however, is involved. Ho says, ad- 
dressing his son for whose edification the discourse is deli¬ 
vered, Before, O child, this (creation) was a mere state of 
being (sat), one only, without a second. Thereof verily others 
Bay, ^ Before this was non-being, one alone, without a second, 
from that, non-being proceeds the state of being.^ But of a 
truth, 0 child, how can that be ? How can being proceed from 
non-being ? Before, 0 child, this was only being, one only, 
without a second.'^ The state of being'" (mtj hero is evi¬ 
dently intended for the Deity, a sometliing absolutely inex¬ 
pressible and inconceivable, and may be compared to the 
TO ov of the Grecian philosophers. The style of the argu¬ 
ment, it will be seen, is very much the same as used in the 
discussion between Plato and the Eloatso. Ritter in his sum¬ 
mary of Platons argunumts against the negative portion of the 
Elcatic dogma that all is one and there is no multiplicity," 
says, the non-being neither is any thing, nor can be conceived, 
citlier as multiplicity or as unity "" This indeed is the great 
difficulty in the conception of non-being, that both he who 
denies and lie who affirms its reality arc driven to contradict 
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etnselves. For altliougli it is inexpressible and inconceivable 
either as one or many, nevertheless, when speaking of it, it is 
unavoidable to attribute to it both being and multiplicity— 
whether we assert that the non-being is not, or that non¬ 
existent things can neither be expressed nor conceived/^* The 
language of /Sankara is, in like cases, exactly similar. Talking 
pf those who deny the existence of the Soul he says, the 
liuddliist doctrine of nothingness is likewise false, for the 
maintainer of the doctrine proves his own reality.^^ His re¬ 
marks on the passage above quoted are also worthy of note.f 
Creation is said to have proceeded from the will of this 
Being, or Sat, wliich subsequently entered the creation as its 
life to manifest itself in various names and forms. The order 
of creation is first heat, thence water, and thence aliment. This 
IS not consonant with the order of the Taittiriyaka, in which 
mr and space (uk^sa) are likewise included. Vyiisa, in the 
Vedrinta Sutras, maintains that there is no contradiction in this, 
inasmuch as the deficient authority is not restrictive, nor does it 
profess to be a complete enumeration. It would bo foreign to 
our purpose to enter here into an examination of the question, 
or of the view taken by Sinkara as to the propriety of the divine 
omniscient Deity, intelligently wishing to enter a created body, 
n-nd the manner in wdiich He made such entry. Suffice it 
to say that the passage above quoted forms one of the chief 
texts for the pantheistic disquisitions of the later Vedantists, 
although Uddulaka, instead of supposing with the Pantheists 

, p. 239, a. ^aiJih 8c yc SeZr, ctTrcp 6p6u)S tw Xc^ct, fjLrjTe tv, 

^ avTo (sc. to p.i] ov) /x^8e to TrapaTrav airro KoXav, tv 

y f tfCtr} Kat Kara ravTTfv ou ri/v TrpogpTjaLv TrpognyupevoiTO. 

u the Blar'k yajur Brahmana (Vol. II. p. 923) there occurs a 
passage about Sat and (being and non-being) which leaves no 
cu ) • o that philosophical dogma having been known to the Hindus 
a Aery early period of their history when “ beef eating’' was held 
^m^turious deed. The passage runs thus: 

when neither being nor nomheing existed.” 
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the absolute consubstantiality of God and nature^—of God 
and the whole universe being one and the same substance^*— 
makes the Deity create the universe first, and then shed on it 
as it were a ray of his light. His doctrine, in short, is not the 
absorption of the infinite into the finite—of God in nature,—but 
of the finite in the infinite—nature in God. It might be an 
exaggeration of theism^ but not the ^^authoivn which destroys 
the responsibility of man to his maker. 

Creation lives by its association 'with the reflection of the 
divinity. Separated from it, it dies. Hence it follows that a 
knowledge of that reflection, i. e. of one^s own soul is, by a 
figure of metonymy, equal to a knowledge of God himself. 
Uddtilaka exerts liis.utmost to convince his son of the import¬ 
ance of this doctrine by a series of illustrations and experi¬ 
ments, and in the true spirit of the Delphic oracle know thy- 
self^ reiterates at the end of every section, ^^That particle 
which is the soul of all this, is "IVutli; it is the Universal Soul, 
0 Swetaketu, thou art that.^’ 

Among the illustrations occurs a comparison of the human 
soul to rivers flowing towards the ocean, very similar to a pas¬ 
sage in Hume. 'Iliese rivers, my child,"^ says Uddalaka, 

proceed from the East towards the West, thence from the 
ocean (they rise in the form of vapour and dropping again,) 
they flow towards the South, and merge into the ocean. Here 
as they do not remember what they were, even so all these 
created beings, having proceeded from the Truth, know nob 
that they have issued therefrom.According to Hume, ^^'tho 
Divinity is a boundless ocean of bliss and glory. Human minds 
are smaller streams whicb, arising at first from this ocean, seek, 
still amid all their wanderings, to return to it, and to lose 
themselves in that immensity and porfection.^^ 

In another illustration, it is sfiewn that relationship is duo 


* Panlheistcd qui contendunt uuicam ossO suhstantiam cujus partes 
Bunt onmia entia qujx? oxi stunt, 

iiacoudre, Inst it. Fhilosoph, tom II. p. 120, 
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tho soul and not to the body^ for says Uddalaka, the very men 
u ho express the greatest anxiety for their relative during his 
after death, to bum him on the funeral pyre.* 

0 Seventh Chapter is devoted to a dialogue between 
ara a and Sanatkumiira, in which the latter explains, to the 
ormer, the attributes of God. Sanatkumara opens the dis- 
couise by declaring a knowledge of the four Vedas, the Iti- 
’‘U,as and Puranas, grammar, rituals, physics, astronomy, the 
sciences cognate to the Vedas, the flue arts and the like, to bo 
woithless, unaided by a knowledge of Brahma or the Divine 
oul. He forsakes them in tho spii-it in which Socratesf aban- 
onod physical studies, or Aristippus the CyronaicJ gave up 
lathematics. Such knowledge, ho says, is nominal, a name only, 
peoch is greater than such name, and Mind greater than speech ,- 
ill IS greater than mind, and Sensitivity is greater still; Eefloc-' 
ion 13 higher than sensitivity and Knowledge is above it'; Power 
IS greater than knowledge, and aliment, water, heat, space, 
inemory and hope are successively greater; and lastly above all 
stands Prdna or Life, the greatest of all and worthy of the highest 
a oration. It should bo approached ivith truth and zeal and 
ai 1 and reverence, and viewed as an Immensity abiding in 
n glory. That Immensity extends from above; it 


p-rfo 1 r , c'Aieuas irom above; it 

n s lom below ; it extends from behind; it extends from be- 
oro; It extends from the South; it extends from the North—of 

himq If Universe—it is God 

not d iti conscient of this divinity » confronts 

TJiis (1^ ^i® meet with paiu and suffei’iii''.’' 

that tL Deity i to the inference 

* Vide pas.,im Brihaddrai.iyaka Upani.ahad. edit. IJuer . J i, 
t Xenoph. Mem. I. 1 , No. 11 sqq. IV. 7 , No. 2 .sor, ' 

" De Legg. VI. p. 7"]. 
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immediately proclaims that_, tliongli minute^ that Deity is the 
envelope of the whole creation. He next compares Him with 
a bridge, a fire sacrifice, and truth. His place in the heart and 
in the Brahmaloka high above all other regions, and the 
rewards of knowing him are next explained. An anecdote 
is then related of how Indra and Vairochana sought instruc¬ 
tion of Prajapati, and the latter explained to them the nature 
of the Universal Soul. Indi'a represents enquiring intelligence, 
and Vairochana self-suflSciency. Wlien they are told that the 
Soul is that being which is joerceived in one^s eye, or the 
reflection which one’s OAvn self casts in water or a mirror, 
the latter goes away satisfied, and believes and acts under 
the impression that self alone is adorable; in tliis world 
self alone should be served; by adoring and serving one’s 
self both this and the other world may be attainedbut 
the former seeks farther information. He is next told that 
that which enjoys in a dream, the feeling of being gratified by 
the attainment of a coveted object, is the soul,” and subse¬ 
quently that ^^that in which retiring, the sleeper is completely 
at rest,” is the Soul. But they, too, fail to satisfy him, and ho is 
at last taught that the Soul is immortal and unembodied, but 
that when it rests within a mortal body, it becomes su])ject to 
desirable and repulsive objects,” but when released from that 
body it becomes released from its amenities.* The work ‘is 
brought to a close with a summing up of its instruction in the 
following words : Having studied the Vedas in the house of 

a tutor, and having paid to the guru what is his due, one should 
dwell with his family in a healthy Country, reading the Vedas, 
bringing up virtuous sons and pupils, devoting himself witli 
all his senses to the Universal Soul, and destroying no created 
being. Having lived tlms as long as life lasts he attains the 
Brahma-loka.” 



* The legeml is giv'en with some alteration in tlio last chapter of 
tlie Kanshitaki Up‘^^driiad. 
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The Universal Soiil^ to wliicli according to this Upanishad 
oiir highest adoration is due^ has been variously named 
A tfiidy Paramcttmd^ Pranay Brahmay Para Brahmay Only and 
we have transliterated and translated these terms at random 
without any fixed rule^ for wHch we cannot but express our 
regret. Prana has been at different places translated into life, 
vital air, soul, &c. and Brahma has been translated sometimes 
in the masculine and sometimes in the neuter gender. Our 
version too is, we feel, inelegant, owing, no doubt, as mucb 
to our oivn incapacity as to a desire to shew the nature of the 
text, by keeping as close to it as possible, and avoiding all 
freedom of expression or improvement of style at all likely to 
mar the sentiments, connexion and metaphors of the original. 

Novembcvy 1861 . 
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The Chhaudogya Up^.nishad* comprises eight chapters, and com¬ 
mences with the words “Om, this letter, &c.” Of this work a brief 
commentary according to the cr.der of the text is compendiously given 
for the benefit of enquirers •)“ 


^ Its connexion, t [The performatjee of] the ceremonies prescribed 
[in the edns] when conjoined with a knowledge of the gods,§ fire, 
life and the rest, becomes the cause of traasition to the Brahmaloka,|| 


* “ The knowledge of Brahmii is called Upanishad, -jecuuse it completely aniii 
hilates the world, together with its cause (ignorance) with r.gard to such as possess 
this knowledge for this is the meaning, of the word sad (‘ to destroy,’ < to go ’) 
preceded bjiUpani.-vya, • near,' ni ‘ certainty*). A work which treats of the same 
knowledge is also called Upanishad.” See ante vol. ii. Part iii. p. 

t The Chhdndogya Brdhmana of the Sama Veda, whereof this Upaiishad forms 
a part, contains ten chapters (prapdtljakas) ; of these the first two areealled the 
Chhandugya Mantra Brdhmana, the rest constitute the Chhindogya Vpatishad. 
S Ankara, having commented upon the mantra portion, now begins with tbeXpa- 
nishad, which will account for the abruptness and bretity of this Introduction. 

^ t That IS the relation subsisting between the Upanishad and the rituals of the 
Vedas, or, in other words, the scope and tendency of the work. 

5 The word deva (god) is used in the Vedas to signify any thing great, glorified 
or much attended toj and accordingly we find the vital functions called devas. 
In the Rig Veda pestles and mortara—and even the leather strainers used in the pre¬ 
paration of the moon-plant juice—when they form the subject of a hymn_are ho¬ 

noured with the same epithet. In the Bible the English equivaUnt of this .rd 
is often u«;d in much the same sense; thus: <• Whose end is destruction, w ,ose 
god U their belJy.” rhilippians, chap. iii. v. 19, 

ii “ The Vedantic disclosure of a future state, considering the souls of men as as. 
cending or descending according to their respective actionsi treats of several worlds 
or stages of existence, the highest of which is Brahmaloka, The being of untainted 
piety ami virtue obtains mucti or liberation from all changes of existence, become** 
immortal, obtains God, revels in the enjoyment of Him, and, as r.ys the Swetrl. 
Bwatant Upanishad, 'has the Universe for his catate.’ Tattwabodhini Patrik^i. 
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by a luminous path, (archircidi mdrga) ; without such knowledge it 
leads to the Chandraloka (region of the moon) by a darksome path 
(dhumddi mdrga). Those who follow the impulses of their passions,* 
losing both these paths, are doomed to inextricable degradation. But 
as by neither of these two paths can absolute beatitude be obtained, 
and as a knowledge of the non-dual soul independent of ceremonies 
is necessary to destroy the cause of the threefold ^nundane transition, 
this Upanishad is revealed. 

By a knowledge of the non-dual soul, and by no other means, is 
absolute beatitude obtainable; for it is said: “ Those who believe 
otherwise (i. e. in duality) are not misters of their own selves, and 
inherit transient fruition while he who acknowledges the reverse 
becomes his own king.’* hlorejver a believer in the deception of 
duality sufFf'rs jgain and bondege (transmigration), as the guilty suffer 
from the touch of the heited ball;J while a believer in the truthful 
soul without duality, like the not guilty escaping unscathed from the 
touch of the said beiY, absolves himself from all liability to pain and 
bondage: hence a knowledge of the non-dual cannot be co-existent 
with works. § 

When a Kiief in such texts as, The being one without a second 
All this 13 the divine soul,*’ once grows in the mind to annihilate all 
distinctions about action, actors and fruition, nothing can withstand 
Aelief. II If it be said, that a belief in ritual ordinances will prove 
prejudicial to it—this is denied : Since rites are enjoined to one who 
IS conscious of the nature of actor and recipient and is subject to the 

♦ This purl of the sentence may be rendered, “Those who follow nature 
3ic.f as an allusion to the Swabhfivika Buddhas, wlio deny the exist¬ 
ence ot immateriality ; and assert “ that matter is the sole substance, which in its 
varied fomu of concretion, and abstraction, causes the exUteucc and destruction of 
nature or palpable forms,’* Anandagiri, however, doesnota’ludetothe Swabbabikas. 

t The passage may be rendered ; “ They are dependent, and become of regions 
perishable, The version above given is after Anandagiui, 

t An iiUu ton to the ordeal by fire. For the manner in which men underwent 
this ordeal, see Macnaghten’s Hindu Law, vol. i. p. 311. 

§ That is, ceremony nnd knowledge are opposed to each other as light and dark- 
and tlicrefoie cannot co-cxist in tlic same recipient. Anand.ujiri. 

1 Tliat is, when a knowledge of the true nature of soul shows the futility cf 
ccioruonieb aud their fraitj, that impression cannot be undone by other causes. 
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of envy, anger and the rest, he alone is entitled to their fruits. 
Prom the injunction of ceremonies to him who knows the Vedas, may 
it not be inferred that the conscient of the non-dual is also enjoined to 
(perform) ceremonies? No ; because the natural distinctive knowledge 
of actor, recipient and the rest which is included in ceremony, is de¬ 
stroyed by [a proper understanding of] the Srutis : “The being one 
without a second “ All is the Divine soul,’* &c. Therefore actions 
ttre enjoined to him only who is ignorant, and not to the conscient of 
the non-dual. Accordingly it has been said; “ All those (who are 
attached to ceremony) migrate to virtuous regions ; he, who reposes in 
Brahma, attains immortality.*^ 

In this discourse on the knowledge of the soul without duality, 
the object and exercise of the mind in both cases being the same, are 
also related certain auspicious forms of adoration (^u/j4^a/idJ [1st, 
such] the recompense of which closely approximate to salvation, 
[2nd such] the subject of which founded on the A’rutis; “ Ora is 
mind,’* “ Om is corporeal,*’ is Brahma differing but slightly from 
the non-dual, [and 3rd such as] are connected with ceremony, although 
their recompense is transcendent. 

The knowledge of the non-dual is an operation of the mind, and in¬ 
asmuch as these forms of adoration are modifications of mental action, 
they are all similar ; and if so, wherein lies the difference between the 
knowledge of the non-dual and these forms of adoration ? The knowledge 
of the non-dual, is the removing of all distinctive ideas of actor, agent, 
action, recompense and the rest engrafted by ignorance on the inactive 
soul, as a knowledge of the identity of a rope, removes the erroneous 
notion of a snake under which it may be [at first] perceived ; while upa- 
sana (adoration) is to rest the mind scripturally upon some support, and 
to identify the same with the thinking mind ;—(a process) not much 
removed from this transcendeut knowledge. Herein lies the difference. 

Since these forms of adoration rectify (the quality of) goodness 
(satva), display the true nature of the soul, contribute to the know¬ 
ledge of the non-dual, and are easy of accomplishment from having 
supports, they are therefore primarily propounded ; and first of all, 
that form of adoration which is allied to ceremony, inasmuch as 
mankind being habituated to ’cremony, adoration apart from it is, to 
them, difficult of performance. 

B 2 






CHHANDOGYA UPANISHAD. 


FIRST CHAPTER. 

Section I. 

Om !* this letter, the Udgitha, should be adored. Om is 
chanted :—its description. 

COMMISNTAIVV. 

I. Om! thii letter ehouldbe(tdoreil, Theletferf Om is the most 

fipprn(jrmte (/i7, uearesi) name of tlie D^iiy CparamiUmti or supronio 

Spirit). By its application, He becomes propitiated, as men by the use 

of favourite names. From its perfect applicability and definitive and 
comprehensive character, the sound Om exclusively is here pointed 
out by the particle “ the,” “ this/’ It is, further, emblematic^ 
of the divine soul, as images are of material objects. Being thus a 

* Ona, when considered as one letter uttered by the help of one articulation, is 
the symbol of the Supreme Spirit. It is derived from the radical to preserve? 

with the affix One letter (Om) is the emblem of the Most High."' Manu 

ii. 83. “ This one letter, Om, is the enjhlem of the Supreme Being. Bhaga- 

tadgitd. It is true that this emblem conveys two sounds, that of O and wi, never¬ 
theless it is held to be one letter in the above sense ; and we meet with instances 
even in the ancient and modern languages of Europe that can justify such privi¬ 
leges, such as E and reckoned single letters in Greek, and Q, W, X, in English 
and others. But when considered as a triliteral word consisting of (a) (u) 

(ra), Om implies the three Veds, the three states of Imman nature, the three 
divisions of the universe, and the three deities, Brahma, Vishnu, and Siva, agents 
in the creation, preservation, and destruction of tliis world; or, properly speak- 
ing, the three principal attributes of the Supreme Being personified, as Brahmd, 
Vishnu, and Siva. In this sense it implies in fact, the universe controlled by the 
Supreme Spirit.—R ammohdn Roy. 

t immuUble, imperishable, undecayable ; and also a letter of the alpha¬ 

bet. That which passes not away is declared to be the syllable Om, thence 
called Aksharu.*’ Manu ii. 84. 

X Lit. “ part,’^ “member/' 
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2, The earth constitutes the essence of all substances; 
water is the essence of the earth, and annual herbs of water ; 
man forms the essence of annual herbs, and speech is the 
essence of man ; Rig is the essence of speech, Sama of the Rig, 
and of the Sama, the Udgitha is the essence. 

designation and a representative of the Supreme Spirit, it is known 
in nil the Ved^utas as the best means towards the accomplishment of 
His adoration. Its repeated use at the commencement and close of 
all prayers, and Vednic recitations, establishes its preeminence : and 

for these reftsoiis this eternal letter, denoted hy the (« ) in UdgiiliM from 

its CoiioULurmK a imrt of iUv 11 ehoulJ bt. udoi ed ^ lu Uiia 

Oni, /IS tlin BuhBtnncpj' of all nolions and tlio representative of the 

SnproiTMb firm nnd undeviating attention should be clirectod. 

Ihe 5Sruli itscU baa nnsigucci u umieh/ii wliy (he woul 

expressive of Om j “this is dianled (Udg/iyate).’’ As the chanters 
of the Udgitha hymns begin with Om, by Udgitlni Om is Implied. 
By “ its description’* is implied the narration of the mode of its 
adoration, of its attributes nnd fruition : “ commenceth,” 

(understood) should be the concluding werb of the sentence. 

2. '‘Of all substances” moveable and immoveable, the earth is the 
essence (T^) i. e. source, (JlfH), i>lace of dependence, 
asylum, " Water is the essence of the earth water bcinn' 

(as It were) the warp and weftj of the earth, is called its essence. 
“Annual herbs,” being matured nud elaborated by “ water,” form 
the essence of that clement. Of annuals “ man is the essence,” 
being matured by alimcnt.§ Of that “man, speech is the essence 
speech being his preeminent attribute is styled his essence. Of all 
speeches the Rig hymns arc the essences, being preeminent; of all 

♦ Name of that portion of the Sama Veda (second Chapter) which compre¬ 
hends the hymns recited at the sacrifice of the moon plant (Sdma yaga). Vide ante 
Vol. II. part iii. p. 2\}, and Stevenson's Sama Veda. 

^ t The Udgitha hymns are chanted at the Sdoia yiigo, and Om, being an essen¬ 
tial member of those hymns, is called, in the Commentary, 

t By the terms ota and prota the commentator alludes to the repeated origin 
and dissolution of the earth from, and into, water. 

§ The produce of annuals. 
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3. The Udgitha is the quintessence of all these essences ; 
it is the Supreme, the most adorable, the eighth, 

4. What ? what is the Rig ? Wiiat ? w'hat the Sama ? 
What ? what the Udgitha ? These are questioned. 

5. Rig is speech, Sama is life, and Om, tliis letter, is the 
Udgitha. Verily this and that, speech and breath fprdnaj— 
Rig and Sama,—make a Mithuna (couple). 

the Rig hymns, the Sfima Veda is the essence, being more preeminent, 
“ and of the Sama” Om, the Udgitha, the subject of this discourse, 
“ is the essence,” being sublimer still. 

3. Thus this Om named Udgitha, being the last of all successive 
essences, is (called) the quintessence (T^rn?) ; being an emblem of 
the Deity, it is the most adorable,— h’om ardka ” place” and 
para preeminent” — worthy of the abode of the Supreme ; that is, 
worthy of being adored as the Deity. ‘‘ The eighth — calculating 
from the essence of the earth, the Udgitha is the eighth. 

4. It has been said that Rig is the essence of speech ; it is now ashedy 

what is that Rig ? what that Sama ? and what the Udgitha ? The repe¬ 
tition of the word** what” ^ with the affix —in the text,] 

is expressive of the earnestness of the enquirer. The affix used 

in asking questions regarding different classes,* there is no plurality of 
the class Rig, how is then such an affix used here ? The word 

being a compound of and (questions into a class) applying 

to the individual hymns of the class Rig, and not of and 
(questions regarding classes) it is not objectionable. It might be said, 
that the instances ” which Katha?”t the like, can be 

explained by taking this word to be a compound of snfJ* and 
and not of and ; but that cannot be, the enquiry being into 

the individual hymns of the class Katha. Were this compound composed 
of and some additional rule would be necessary for the 

eluciduf'on of the passage in the text. *‘ The .e are questioned,” i. e. these 
interrogations are made. Questions being put, their replies follow 

f). *‘ Rig is Bjicech,” S:c, The identity of speech and Rig estah^ 

lished in the i(xt, is not prejudicial to the Udgitha being the eighth 

♦ iiohtlingk’s Punini, Chap. V. Sec. 3, Rule 93.—Vol. II. p. 350. 

t A portion of the Yajur VeJa. 
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6.—The Mithuna unites with the letter Oin, as couples 
uniting together gratify each other^s desires. 

T'. He verily becomes the gratifier of desires^ who^ knowing 
it thus, adores the undecaying TJdgitha. 




(verse 3), the topic being different—that of proving the all-gratifying 
^ittribute of Orn. Speech and breath (prana) are the sources of 
Ilig and Sdma, hence speech is said to be Rig, and breath (prlina) 
Sama. By the use, in due order, of [the words] speech and breath, 
the sources of Rig and Sama, the whole of the Rig and Siima hymns 
Jtre included; by the Rig and S4nia being thus taken in all the cere¬ 
monies capable of performance through them are necessarily included; 
and by them all motives, which impel to ceremonial worhs, are also in 
eluded. And thereby all doubts regarding the all-comprehensiveness 
of “Om, this letter, the Udgitha,** are removed. 

“Verily this and that** indicate the Mithuna couple; and what that 
Mithuna is, is thus related. “ Speech and breath’* (pr^na) the sources 
of all the Rig and Sdma hymns, form the (couple) Mithuna. “ Rig and 
Sdma” in the text signify the sources of Rig and S^ma, and not a distinct 
couple of Rig and Sama; otherwise there would be two couples, one of 
speech and breath, and the other of Rig and Sdma, and the use of the 
singular this and that make a couple**) would become inadmissible; 
hence it follows that speech and breath the sources of Rig and S4ma 
constitute the couple. 

6. “ The co'aple” defined above " unites with tlie letter Om.” 
Thus this couple which has the attribute of gratifying all desires 
l*eing “united,” incorporated with the letter Om, the all-gratifying 
power of the letter is likewise established. The exclusively phonetic 
nature of the letter Om, its being utterable by the breath of life 

P ). and its union with the couple having been established, an 

example is adduced to illustrate the aforesaid all-gratifying attribute 

of that couple. As in the creation * 

* 

* * * ♦ so the 

7. To.h,wth.tlhe adorer (UdgM) „r ,|.i, „„ 
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8. Verily this is an injunctive term. Whatever is enjoined, 
Om is surely repeated; hence this injunction is called Prospe¬ 
rity. He verily becomes the gratifier of desires, and promoter 
of prosperity who, knowing all this, adores the undecaying 
Udgitha. 

9. Through its greatness and effects is the threefold know¬ 
ledge maintained j for the worship of this letter is Om recited, 
Om exclaimed, Ora chanted. 

of its merits, it is said; He verily becomes the gratifier of the desires*' 
of his yajatn&na,^ (employer) who adores this letter, this all-granting 
Udgitha; i. e. he procures tor himself the aforesaid recompense thus 
the jSruti; “ With whatsoever object it is adored, that is fulfilled." 

8. Om is also prosperity. How ? Verily this" (the subject of 
discourse) “ is an injunctive term,"— Anujndk&haramy from antijnd and 
hkshara ; annjnd signifying ‘Mnjunction," ‘‘order," and ultimately the 
letter Om. How came it to be an injunction explains the Smti: “ What¬ 
ever is enjoined*’ or assented to, by the learned or wealthy regarding 
learning or wealth, it is done by saying “ Om;" thus in the Veda, 
“ thirty-three'* is assented to by Om.J In worldly affairs likewise 
when one is addressed with such words as, “ I appropriate this wealth 
of yours," Om is his assent. The letter Om is called “Prosperity" 
for injunction and prosperity are here equivalent; from the latter being 
the origin, source or root of the former. The prosperous alone can 
pass the word of command, “ Om,” wherefore is that letter possessed 
of the attribute of prosperity. By the adoration of the prosperous 
Udgitha he partakes of its quality and promotes the desires of his 
employer, wlio knowing it thus adores, &c. 

9. The letter Om is now eulogized for its adorableness, and as an 
inducement to its worship. 

♦ An employer of priesU at a sacrifice, the person who institutes its perform¬ 
ance, and pays its expence. 

t Sankara argues that if he can procure the gratification of the desires of his 
employer, he must of course bu able to gratify his own wishes. 

X An allusion to a Vedaic tradiiion. Yajnavai.kya having been asked by 
S'Akalya as to how many gods there were, said; ‘'Thirty-three.” Sakalya 
assented by saying, “ Ora.” 
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10. those who are versed in the letter thus described^ 

those who arc not, alike perform ceremonies through 
this letter. KnoVledge and ignorance are unlike each other. 


How ? By that same letter the threefold knowledge, comprising 
the Rig Veda and the rest, is maintained, i. e. the ceremonies enjoin¬ 
ed therein; for recitations and other processes of the Vedas cannot 
Maintain the threefold knowledge themselves [i. e. the Vedas,] 
whereas it is plain that the ceremonies do. How ? It is evident from 
tke premises “ Om is recited! Om is exclaimed 1 Ora is chant¬ 
ed !*’ that the Somayfiga [sacrifice of the moon plant] is alluded 
to, the rites whereof are for the worship of this letter, the em¬ 
blem of the Divine Soul, the adoration of which is the worship 
of the Deity’s Self; thus in the Bhagavat Gita; “Mankind attain 
excellence by adoring him through their respective works,” AVhat 
are “its greatness and effects?” By the “greatness” of Ora is 
implied the existence of priests, institutors of sacrifices, and their 
wives; and by its “ effect,” oblation of fermented corn, barley or the 
like. Sacrifices and burnt*offerings are performed through this letter; 
thereby is the sun maintained; from the sun proceed life and 
aliment, through the instrumentality of heat and rain ; through life 
and aliment, are sacrifices performed. It is therefore said [in the text] 
through the greatness and effect of this letter, &c. 

That it might not appear that ceremonies are due to those only who 
are proficient in the knowledge of “Om,” the Smti proceeds: 

^0. “ Both, those who are versed in the letter thus” described, and 

those who. are proficient in mere ritual performances, but know not its 
nature, “perform” ceremonies. Since both are entitled to 
froition from their capability in ritual works, of what import then 
^ *^^o^ledge of the exact nature of this letter, it being evident 
***• succession of cause and effect is invariable and altogether 
^’’’’espectice of the knowledge of such succession; thus, the use of 
'tiyrobolans causes purgation to all, whether apprized of its effects or 
otherwise? But that cannot apply here ; for “ knowledge and ignor- 
are unlike each other,” i. e. they are distinct in their natures, 
^■'■d cannot lead to a similar fruition. 
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What is performed through knowledge, through faith, through 
Upanishad, is more effectual. This verily is the description of 
the letter. 


Section II. 

1, Wherefore indeed the Devas (Gods) and the Asuras (de¬ 
mons), the offspring of Prajapati, contended. Thereof the 

Is the knowledge of the letter Om as a component of ceremony, 
and its knowledge as the quintessence, the all-gratific and the pros¬ 
perous, the same ? No. Since the latter knowledge is additional to 
knowing it as a mere part of ceremony, it is reasonable that the 
fruition thereof should be greater; just as in worldly affairs, in 
the sale of a ruby or other jewel, for instance^ a jeweller from his 
superior knowledge obtains advantages over a forester, (adhara) ; so 
a work performed through knowledge,*’ i. e. with a conscious¬ 
ness of its nature,—“ through faith,” with a confidence in its results, 
—^‘through Upanishad,” with devotion or an earnest application 
of the mind,—“ is more effectual” than otherwise ; i. e. when un¬ 
accompanied with adequate knowledge, it does not produce great results. 
Works with knowledge having been declared ‘‘more effectual,” it is to 
be inferred that works without knowledge are also effectual, but only in 
ajyositive degree ; for the ignorant are not wholly disentitled to works, 
as it is to be found in the Anxjshashti chapter of the Rig Veda that 
even ignorant men can officiate as priests. 

The adoration of this letter as the quintessence, as the all-gratifier, 
or, as the prosperous is all the same, there being no difference in the 
effort necessary for its performance ;—multiplicity of attributes merely 
denotes varied means of adoration. 

This is the description of the letter under discussion, called the 
Udgitha. 

1. “Wherefore indeed, &c.” The “Devas” are faculties which are 
enlightened (regulated) by the fi'dstra; the loord being derived from 
div to “illuminate,” “enlighten,** “manifest.” The Asuras are 
opposed to the former; they are faculties devoted to enjoyment of self 
in all its vital functions, and are naturally the types of darkness. The 
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collected the Udgitha^ saying j hereby wc will overcome the 
Asuras, 

They adored breath as the Udgitha; the Asuras conta- 

indeclinables ^ and ^ are introduced to indicate connexion. Where- 
i, e. with the object of depriving each other of their objects 
cf desire, the Devas and Asuras contended,” contested; the root 
to exert,” to‘‘endeavour,” with the prefix meaning to 
%ht, to “contest” to “contend.” The Asuras or the dark passions 
common to all animated creatures, being naturally disposed to overcome 
those faculties which have the light of the 5dstra for their guide, aud 
cgain, the Devas or faculties enlightened by the iSustra, being opposed 
to the former, the wars of the Devas and Asuras, i. e. their mutual 
contentions for supremacy, are constant from eternity within the 
breast* of every creature. 

This contest is here narrated by the ^ruti in the form of a tale, in 
order to develope a knowledge of the cause of virtue and vice, and 
of the purity of life.f Both the Devas and the Asuras are the off¬ 
spring of Prajapati. Praj^pati is the designation of a soul proficient 
in knowledge and ceremonies; thus says a iSruti, “Verily the soul 
IS the TJktha ; he is the great Prajcipati.”J Knowledge and natural 
propensities being opposed to each other, though proceeding from the 
Same source, they are likened to the discordant sons of one parent, of 
om, in order to acquire supremacy, the Devas “ collected” commenced 
Udgitha,” or ceremonies connected with the recitation of the Ud- 
S^^ba, that is, they commenced the ceremonies ^c ,—the com¬ 
mencement of the Udgitha itself being impracticable; the object of 
ceremony being to have success over their antagonists : “hereby we 
Overcome the Asuras.” 

br commence the Udgithaic ceremony, the Devas adored 

trils [nasal air or nasul life,]—so called from the nos- 

the place of its origin,—the original source and reciter of the 

hit. body, 

think, to render here, the word printa by aoul, for Sankara evi* 

^ y had his eye on the moktha prana chief litc" or *' vital nir," of the 6th 
when he penned this line. 

'^^tnaVedi, 
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minated it with sin; hence it smells both fetor and aroma, being 
verily contaminated by sin. 

3. They then adored speech as theUdgitha; the Asuras 


Udgitha, and possessing sensibility and the power of inhaling, under the 
belief of its being the Udgitha, that is to say, they adored the letter 
Om, called the Udgitha, as breath. Nor was this belief wrong and 
adopted at the expense of truth, for in reality the letter Om is adored. 
“ You have said” [argues an opponent] that they commenced works 
connected with the Udgitha,”* how can you now maintain that they 
adored Om as breath ?” There is no inconsistency in this ; for in the 
Udgithaic ceremony, its performer i. e. the soul looked upon as the 
Om—the representative of a part or portion of the Udgitha—being de¬ 
clared as the object of adoration—and no distinct object being propound¬ 
ed—and that act of itself being a ceremony [the expresion] “ They 
commenced ceremony” is appropriate. The Asuras, naturally of dark 
disposition, contaminated, pierced, penetrated, tainted the chanter of 
the Devas, the resplendent nasal air with the sin which proccedeth from 
themselves; [or in other words] breath elated by the desire to inhale 
sweet odours, lost its sense of discrimination,f and in consequence 
of this fault, was tainted by sin, and therefore is it said, ‘‘ the Asuras 
contaminated it with sin.” Because the Asuras tainted breath with 
sin, therefore doth the breath of creatures impelled by sin, inhale bad 
odoursand hence do mankind smell both stench and perfume, being 
“ contaminated by sin.” The word “ both” here used] is object¬ 
less, just as in the passage: Let him expiate whose oblations both of 
dawn and twilight are defiled the S'ruti itself elsewhere on a similar 
occasion says, “that by which it inhales obnoxious (smell) is vice.” 

3. 4. 5. 6. In order to establish the adorableness of the chief vital 
air, the SVuti here engages to prove its [sole] purity, and with that 
view, vision and the other vital functions (devatas, gods) are successively 

* V'erse let. 

i- Tbc sense is that the beneht of inhaling good odour was common to all._ 

An AN DA Gini. 

% i. 0, as in the passage quoted, the word “ both*' does not render it necessary 
that the oblations of hoih dawn and twilight should be simultaneously defiled, so 
here the inhalation of cit/ter fetor or aroma is intendtd. 



First Chapter, Sectio7i II. 




contaminated it with sin; hence it expresses both truth and 
untruth, being verily contaminated by sin. 

4. They then adored vision as the Udgitha; the Asuras 
contaminated it with sin; hence it views objects both [such 
as are] worthy and [such as »are] not worthy of observation, 
being verily contaminated by sin. 

5, Next they adored audition as the Udgitha; the Asuras 
contaminated it with sin; hence it hears both what arc worthy 
of audition and what are not, being verily contaminated by sin. 

G. Next they adored mind as the Udgitha; the Asuras con¬ 
taminated it with sin, and hence it wills both good and evil, be¬ 
ing verily contaminated by sin. 

7. They then adored that which is the chief vital air, as 
the Udgitha; the Asuras approached it, and were destroyed as 
[is an earthen ball hit] against an impregnable rock. 

8. Thus, verily, as an earthen ball is destroyed when hit 
against an impregnable rock, so doth he perish who wishes to 


discussed, and forsaken as contaminated by sin proceeding from the 
Asuras. Those not recited, such as perception, taste and the like, are to 
be taken in the same light with those that are, a different S^ruti having 
said: “ thus, indeed, these Devatas (faculties) were pierced by sin.” 

7. Breath and the rest being contaminated l/i/ vice, and the idea 
of their being worthy of adoration being thus renounced, they next 
adored that which is the chief vital air, and which abides in the mouth, 
as the Udgitha. It, the Asuras approached as before, and on wishing 
[to contaminate it with sin] were immediately destroyed. As in the 
(physical) world an earthen ball thrown against a stone to break it, breaks 
itsell, and is destroyed without in the least affecting the stone, so were 
the Asuras destroyed ;—that which camiot be dug (Khana) with a spade 
or the like, nor even broken by an axe, is Akhana —impregnable. 

Thus the chief vital air is [proved to be] pure, being unsubjugated 
by carnal passions. 

8. The iSruti now proceeds to propound the reward of knowing 
the chief vital air thus. “ As an earthen ball is destroyed,** &c. is 
given ns an example. So doth he perish,” is destroyed, *'who 
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contaminate with vice, him who thus knowcth [the chief vital 
air], as also he who injures him. He is as the impregnable 
rock. 

9. Through it, man inhales not odours sweet or foul, being 
itself immaculate. Whatever is drunk or eaten by it sup¬ 
ports the rest of the vital powers. At the last moment, 
deprived of support, they depart, and make men gape at the 
time of their death. 

desires to contaminate with vice,” unbecoming actions, as also he who 
injures, abuses, vilifies, or chastises him who knoweth the chief vital 
air” to be thus, as herein related—i. e. perish in a like manner, he 
the knower of the chief vital air being—like unto an impregnable rock, 
—unsubjugable. Breath and the chief vital air are both modifications 
of air, how then doth one become liable to contamination by sin 
and not the other ? This is not inconsistent. Breath by its location 
in an impure place, becomes contaminated, while the other from its 
superior position remains pure and uncontaminated. As an axe [or 
other instrument] is made subservient to use when in the hands of a 
proficient person, and not otherwise, so breath ministered by impure 
odour becomes polluted and not the other. 

9. As the chief vital air is not contaminated by vice, so it does not 
inhale fetor or aroma, and men perceive odour through the organ of 
smell only. The effect of vice not being perceivable in the chief vital 
air, it is said to be that by which sin is destroyed,” consumed, 
demolished, and this destroyer of sin itself is pure. The 

organs of smell and the rest are selfish in their disposition, inasmuch 
as they are addicted to their own peculiar gratifications ; not so life, 
which seeks the good of all. 

How so ? Thus. 'Whatever men eat or drink through vital life 
supporteth and nourisheth breath and the rest of the organs, and they 
are preserved thereby, and life necessarily becomes all-supporting and 
pure. If it be questioned how the food and drink of the chief vital air 
maintains the rest, it is said, at the last moment,” at the time of death, 
‘‘deprived of support” [food and drink] they depart; that is, the 
organs of sense, depart from or forsake the body, the functions of eat¬ 
ing and drinking being impracticable without life, and the death of the 
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10. Augira adored it, the Udgitha, hence verily it is called 
Anf/irasa, [or] the essence of all the organs [Angas]. 

11. Lo, Brihaspati adored it, the Udgitha, hence verily it is 
called Brihaspati; speech is Brihati [a form of metre] whereof 
it is the source [pati]. 

12. Ayasya also adored it, the Udgitha, hence it is called 
i^yasya; [or] that which proceeds from the mouth [i^sya]. 

13. So, did Vaka, son of Dalbha, know it, and glorify it for 
the gratification of the desires of the sages of Naimisha, for 
whom he ofiSciated as a chanter [of the Sama Veda], 

14. He who, knowing it thus, adores this undecaying 
Udgitha, becomes the (most successful) solicitor [of boons]. 
This is spiritual [worship]. 


Section III. 

1. Next (the worship of the Udgitha) as connected with 
gods :—He w’^ho dispenseth heat is the Udgitha. Let him be 

organs follows as a matter of course. The disrelish of the chief vital 
air for food at the time of death is evident, hence the gaping, which 
constitutes a characteristic of death from want of food. 

10. Angira adored it, ^'c, [This verse has been differciitly render¬ 
ed by Sankara, According to him Vaka, sou of Dalbhya, as hereafter 
related, adored the chief vital air possessing the nature of Angira, 
which verily is the Udgitha. 

The most obvious meaning is as given above. Sankara was aware of 
this, but says that the word Angiua though in the nominative should 
be construed as if it were in the dative, and in support of this, adduces 
instances from the Ved&s in which the nominative has been thus used.] 

1, The Udgitha being adorable in dilferent ways, ** Next/^ subse¬ 
quent to the narration of its inherent [lit. mental] worth, the 5^ruti com¬ 
mences the adoration of the Udgitha ns connected with deities. He,’’ 
the sun who dispenseth heat, should be adored ns that Udgitha, tliat is 
the Udgitha should be adored as the sun. The phrase, “ that Udgitha” 
denotes, certain letters, how is it to be applied to the sun? It is said 
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adored. For rising he siugcth for the welfare of the creation ; 
rising he dispelleth the dread of gloom. lie, who knows him thus, 
becomes a destroyer of the fear of gloom. 

2. Verily this [the sun] and that [the chief vital air] are 
alike; this is warm as well as that ; this may be called transitive 

; that is transitive and retransitive ; therefore let this and 
that be adored as the Udgitha. 

3. Moreover, let Vyana be adored as the Udgitha. That 
[function] by wliich (breath) is respired is Prana, that by which 
[it] is inspired is Apdna, and the interval of the two is Vijana^ 
which is speech. Therefore speech is articulated irrespective of 
inspiration and expiration. 

“rising’’ (Udan) ascending he singeth for the creation, that is for 
the growth of food for the creation. Did he not rise, grains, such 
as wheat, w'ould not attain to maturity, consequently he singeth as do 
the chanters at a sacrifice—that is, as the chanters at a sacrifice, reciting 
the Udgitha, pray for the abundance of food, so doth the sun. More¬ 
over, ascending above the horizon, he destroyeth the dread of the 
animated creation and nocturnal gloom. He who knows the sun as 
herein described, becomes the destroyer both of the dread of birth 
and death, and its cause, gloom, which is ignorance. 

3. Moreover, &c. The worship of the Udgitha in a different form 
is now to be related. Fyiina, a vital action of life is to be adored as the 
Udgitha. Now for its nature. The function by which man “ re¬ 
spires,** breathes through his mouth or the nostrils is called Prdna ; 
that by which he “ inspires,” inhales is Apdna, or the function of 
inspiration. We next come to that which is the interval between the 
inhalation and exhalation aforesaid ; a distinct function called Vydna, 
but it is not the same which is described by the Sankhyas. But why 
forsake these Prfuia and Apana, and assiduously apply to Vyana? 
Because, of its functional superiority ; and what is that functional 
superiority is next described: “Whatever is Vyana is speech,” that 
is the fuiiLtion of Vyana is speech. Thus the vocal function being 
depend on Vyiina, men articulate without any reference to iuspira- 
'*0 ^ Oi respivation. 






4. That which is speech is Rik, therefore do [men] articulate 
the Rik without inspiring or respiring. That which is Rik is 
Sama^ hence is it chanted without inspiring or respiring. That 
which is Sdma; is Udgitha, hence is it chanted without refer¬ 
ence to inspiration or respiration. 

5. Moreover, all other mighty actions, such as the produc¬ 
tion of fire by friction, running a course, or stringing a strong 
bow, are performed without reference to inspiration or respira¬ 
tion, therefore is the Vyana worsliipped as the Udgitha. 

6. Next verily let the letters of the [word] Udgitha be 

adored as the Udgitha. Respiration [Prana] is for 

men attain the power of rising from respiration; speech 
(Vak) is Gi,'" for v^k and gira, are said to be synonymous 
^^tha'^ is iniment, for verily, every thing is suppoi’ted by food 
[sthitam]. 


4. Again, Rik is only a form of speech, which includes the Sama, 
of which latter the Udgftha is but a form, consequently they are arti¬ 
culated without reference to inspiration or respiration, by the assistance 
of Vy^na alone. 

5. Nor is articulation alone the function of Vydna, other mighty 
actions requiring great exertions, such ns the production ot fire by 
friction, running a course, stringing by bending a strong bow, men 
perform without either inspiring or respiring : consequently \yana is 
superior to the function of either Prana or Ap^na, and in as uiuch as 
adoration to the great is proper, being highly efficacious as adoration 
to a king, it is advanced to be an object of worship. 

6. “Next,” it is propounded thr.t “ verily let the letters of the 

Udgitha be adored,” not the letters described in the chapter called 
tiie Udgitha, but the syllables of the word Udgitha; by adoring the 
syllable of a name tlie nominee is adored, just as Misra so and so. 
“ Prana is wf” and this syllable ought to be believed as such. How 
Prana is called :s thus explained;—for all living beings rise 

{uttiAhaii) while those that are without life rise not, and thertfore 
they are identical. Speech is gi, for all honest men know speceii by 

D 
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7. The heaven (dyau) is Ut, the atmosphere [antariksha] is 
Gi, and the earth (prithivi) is Tha. The sun (i\[ditya) is 
Ut, the vdnd (Vayu) is Gi, and fire (Agni) is Tha. The Sama 
Veda is Ut^ the Yajur Veda Gi, and the Rig Veda Tha. For 
him who, thus knowing, adores the letters of the Udgitha as the 
Udgitha, speech itself yields its wealth, and the adorer obtains 
alimental treasure and the power to consume the same. 

8. Now, then, that which yields desirable objects, [ivill be 
disclosed.'\ ^That are wortliy of meditation should be thus 
adored:—the Sama hymn by which the adorer is to glorify 
should be enquired into. 

9. The Rig hymns in which they [the Sama hymns] occur, 
the Sages, who first promulgated them, and the Devas glorified 
by those hymns, should also be reflected upon. 

10. The metre with which he is to glorify, the praise with 
which he is to eulogize, 

11. And the quarter facing which he is to eulogize, should 
also be reflected upon. 

12. Lastly, approaching his own spirit, and calmly reflect¬ 
ing on one’s object, let him eulogize. With whatever object 
he singeth—verily with whatever object he singeth—fruition 
doth immediately follow. 




the word gi. Lastly, tha is aliment. All are sustained (f^ri stlutam) 
by aliment [anna] and therefore there is evident similarity between the 
letter tha and aliment The triple similarity here shewn, in the 

S'ruti will be (again) met with as we proceed, 

9—12. Having thus successively eulogized the Sfimn hymn and 
the like, let his own self be meditated upon, eulogized in meditation, 
meditating also upon the desires (lokick lead to action); “without 
excitement,” i. e. without error as to voice or in the enunciation of 
sibilants or consonants. For him who thus knows, fruition immediately 
follows. What fruition ? That which one wisheth; the repetition 
implies earnestuess. 




Fli'st Chapter, Section IV. 

Section IV. 

1. Oin, this letter should be adored^, Om is recited. Its 
description. 

2. The Devas, dreading death, adopted the threefold know¬ 
ledge of the Vedas. They shielded themselves with psalms. 
The psalms are called chhandas, because the Devas shielded 
Cachchhddaynn) themselves therein, 

3. As Fishermen look at fish in water so did Death behold 
them in the Rig, Yajur and Sama hymns. They, apprised of 
it, forsaking the Vedas, of a truth betook to the asylum of 
Voice— Svnra. 

4. In reciting the Rig hymns Om is articulated {Svarati), 
so ill the Yajus and Sama, therefore indeed, is this letter [the 
Udgitha] possessing immortality and safety, called Svara ; 
Adopting its support the gods became immortal and secure. 

3. ‘‘As Fishermen look at fish, iif* shallow water with a view to 
ascertain how they may be secured, either by hook or by drawing out the 
water, so Death, with alike object, beheld “ them,*’ the Devas, immers¬ 
ed in ceremonies, i. e. he ascertained that they may be secured when 
their rites together with their effects which are equally impermanent, 
shall be consumed. Where did he observe the Devas ? In Rig, Siiina 
and Yajus,”—i. e. engaged in ceremonies achievable by those Vedas. 
“They** the Devas having their intellect refined by their attachment 
to the rituals of the Vedas learnt the object of Death. Apprised 
of it, they forsaking the ceremoiiieB achievable by the three Vedas 
whereby they despaired of being defended, betook to the asylum of 
the letter possessed of immortality and security called Svara, i. c. 
they devoted themselves to the adoration of Om, THc word “ ot a 
truth*’ not only signalizes the act, but excludes all ritual performances 
save the adoration of Om. 

4. How the letter Om is deduclble from the word Svara, is thus ex¬ 
plained j “ In reciting the hymns of the Rig, Yajus, and Siirna Vedatj 
Om is articulated, (svaroii) therefore it is svara, the letter posses¬ 
sing immortality and security.** Adopting its support the Devas ob¬ 
tained immortality and safety, the attributes of that support. 
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5. He who, knowing it thus, praiseth this letter, obtains 
the immortal and secure letter Svara, and obtaining it, like 
unto the Devas, becomes immortal. 


Section V. 

1. Verily that which is Udgitha, is Pranava, and the Pranava 
is the Udgitha. The Aditya in truth is the Udgitha—the 
Pranava, for it moves resounding Om. 

2. Verily I sang in praise of the sun,^^ said Kaushitaki, 
to his son, therefore have I thee alone. Know the rays* 
and thou shalt obtain a numerous progeny.'^ This is the 
adoration of Om as related to physical powers. 

3. Next as connected with the Spirit. Verily the chief life is 
to be adored as the Udgitha, for, resounding Om, it proccedeth. 


5. Like the gods, he who, knowing this letter possessed of immor¬ 
tality and safety, ** praiseth” it (by praise adoration is indicated) ob¬ 
tains it and attains immortality like unto the gods ; for as the Deity is 
not actuated by the same feeling which makes a mortal monarch dif¬ 
ferently regard his guests according to intimacy, &c. the reward of the 
adoration is (alike) in all cases, neither more nor less than what the 
gods obtained* 

2. ** Verily I sang in praise of the sun,*’ i. e. I meditated on the 
sun and its rays as the ’ same, ‘ therefore* have I thee alone for my 
son,” said Kaushitaki, son of Kushitaka, to his son, Do you know 
them to be different, and “thou shalt obtain a numerous progeny.” 

3. The adoration of Om as connected with the spirit is next describ¬ 
ed. The chief life is to be adored, for it, like the sun, resounding the 
word of command, Om, sets speech and the other organs to their duty. 
No body ever hears life actually resounding Om, the sense therefore is 
that it enjoins to each its duty. 

♦ In the original the word is used in the singular number. 
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4. Verily I sang in praise of tliat/^ [the chief life] said 
Kaushitaki to his son, Do thou sing in x)raise of it as manifold^ 
praying for numerous progeny/^ 

5. He verily, who knows the Udgitha to he the Pranava and 
the Pranava to be the Udgitha, reconciles by the rituals of the 
Hota, the errors of the Udgata,—verily reconciles the errors 
of the Udgata. 




Section VI. 

1. This [earth] verily is the Rig and fire Sdma. The Sfima 
rests on the Rig, and therefore doth the chanter of the Sama 
Veda call the Rig the upholder of the Siima. Verily the earth 
is Sa, and fire Ama, whence come Siima. 

2. Verily the sky is Rig, and the wind Sama. The Sama 
rests on the Rig, therefore doth the chanter of the S^ma 

5. Having identified the Udgitha with the Pranava, its advantages 
are next related. ** Rituals of the Hota,’* [lit. Hotri mdanfl the place 
or seat of the Hotd, but as the place cannot produce the effects, the 
rituals are meant; “ the errors of the Udgdta,’* the errors which the 
Udgata commits in reciting the Udgitha, he reconciles, as medicines 
reconcile offending humours. 

1. Having in the preceding sections described the adoration of Om 
for the attainment of particular objects, theS'ruti now begins to relate a 
form of adoration which gratifies all desires. “ This verily is the Rig,” 
&c. This earth is verily the Rig, i. e. the earth and fire are to be identified 
with the Rig and the Sdina, because, says the S^ruti, the igneous Sama 
rests on, or is supported by, the terrene Rig ; (the point of resemblance 
being that as the Sama is included in the Rig so is fire contained in the 
earth, or because there is slight difference between them, the letters of 
the Sdma being indicative of the earth and fire ;)—nor are fire and the 
earth different, for they are always connected with each other like unto 
the Rig and S^ina. 

2. How? The earth is Su, the first lialf of the word S4ina, 
and fire the other half—Ania, and necessarily the two words together 
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Veda, call Rig the upholder of the Sama. Verily the sky is Spc, 
and wind Ama, whence comes Sama. 

3. Verily the heaven (Dviv) is Rig and the Sun, Sama. The 
Sama rests on the Rig, therefore doth the reciter of the Sama 
Veda, &c. &c. as before. 

4. Verily the Stars are Rig and the moon is Sama, the 
Sama rests, &c. &c. as before. 

5. The whiteness of the sun is Rig, and its darkness—deep 
darkness—is Sama. The latter rest on the former, therefore 
doth the reciter of the Sama Veda call the Rig the upholder 
of the Sdma. 

6. , The brightness of the sun, that is the white light of 
the sun is Sa ; that which is black—very black—is Am a, whence 
comes Sama. That resplendent male of golden hair and w'his- 


forrn the S^ma; nor are they mutually different, for like unto the 
Rig and the Sama, they have constant connection with each other, 
therefore are they said to be a compound of the Rig and the Sama. 
Some say that this verse establishes that the two constituents of 
(Sdma), should be revered as indicative of the earth and fire. 

3. “ Verily the heaven is the Rig,” &c. as before. 

4. The moon is the lord of stars, hence is it likened to the Sama. 

5. ‘'The whiteness of the sun,” that is the luminous rays of the 
sun, constitute the Rig, and the “ darkness—the deep darkness”—which 
is only visible to those who know the ehfistras, constitutes the Sd.ma. 

Hence the different rays of the sun form the Sd and Ayna, 

6. The brightness of the sun,” &c. “ Golden.” As it is not con* 

sistent for the Deity, whose joints are formed of the Rig and Sama to 
be made of actual gold, nor can vice be consistently attributed to 
gold, therefore to talk of its absence is absurd—farther it is evident the 
object under discussion is not formed of metal, it necessarily follows, that 
the expression gold metaphorically implies brilliancy—elsewhere the 
same construction follows. He who dwells ) in an abode, 

wfr, or He who fills the universe with his own soul, is the 

Male or Purusha; who is visible,” only to those whoso eyes are with¬ 
drawn from worldly objects, whose hearts are contented, and who have 




kers, whose whole body even unto the nails is of gold, whom we 
behold in the interior of the sun, 

7. Whose eyes are like unto lotuses, red as the orb of the 
rising god of day, is called Ut. He verily is above [Udgata]—all 
sin. He indeed ascends above all sin, who knows Him thus. 

8. The Rig and the Sama are his joints, hence is He the Ud- 
githa, and therefore in chanting the Udgitha, doth the chanter 


undergone the discipline appropriate to a religious scholar (Brahina- 
charya.) As it is possible for a resplendent being to have black hairs 
and whiskers—it is here expressly pointed out ** golden whiskers, 
golden hairs,*’ &c. i. e. they too are brilliant. 

7. Of this Male, whose whole body is golden, there is some 
distinction in the eyes. They are red like unto lotuses which are 
bright, as the parts around the postial calosities of the monkey.; Ka- 
pyasa, from Kapi monkey, and Asa to sit. Here the comparison is not 
unworthy, being between the lotuses and the parts around the calodties. 
Of him is this qualitative name Ut. How ? Qualitative, because, hav¬ 
ing exceeded (Udgata) all sin together with its effects it becomes Ut. 
He who knows him of the name of Ut, as herein described, rises 
above all sin : ^ and ^ are expletives. 

8. To point out that the Male is the Udgitha, as are the sun and 
the rest, it is said as follows. 

The Rig and the Sama which have been likened to the earth and 
Agni are His joints, for verily He is the soul of all, being the lord 
of those who desire recompense, they may be His joints, also for IJis 
being the cause of all. Whereas He who is called Ut, has the Rig and 
Sdma for His joints, therefore is He the Udgitha, here [soiuewliat] 
indirectly expressed, as gods delight in indirect allusions ‘‘Therefore'’ 
for this reason, for reciting the Ut, he is called Udgata. 

That god called Ut is the lord of all who reside in regions above 
the yonder sun, and is the protector of all, for says a mantra : “ He 
upholds the earth as well as the heaven. He is the lord of wlmt is 
longed for by gods.” 

Thus hath been related the description of the venerable Udgitha as 
connected with physical powers. 
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become Udgata, for he sings in praise of Ut. He rules over 
all the regions above the sun, and over all who desire the abode 
of gods. Thus far on the adoration of the Deity with refer¬ 
ence to physical powers. 


Section VII. 

1. Now with reference to self. Speech is Rig, and Life, 
Siima. On that [speech alias] Rig rests the [life alias] Sama, 
therefore is the Rig said to be the upholder of the Sama. 
Speech is Sa, and life Ama, whence Sama, 

2. The eyes are Rig, and their reflection, Sama. On the 
[eyes alias] Rig rests the [reflection alias] Sama, therefore is 
the Rig said to be the upholder of the Sama. The eyes are 
Sa and the reflection Ama, whence Sdma. 

3. The ears are the Rig, and the mind, Sama. On those 
[ears alias] Rig rests the [mind alias] Sdma, therefore is the 
Rig said to be the upliolder of the Sama, The ears are Sa 
and the mind Ama, whence Sama. 

4. Next, that which is the white light of the eyes is Rig, 
and its black—deep black—rays are the Sdma. On that [white 
light alias] the Rig rests [the black rays alias] the Sama, 
therefore is the Rig said to be the upholder of the Sdma. 
Now the white light of the eyes is Sa, and that which is black 
—very black—is Ama, whence Sama, 

5. Next, the Male which is seen in the interior of the eyes 
is the Rig and the Sama. He is the Uktha, He the Yajiis, 
He Brahma. His figure is the figure of Brahma; the joints 
of the one are the joints of the other, and the name of the one 
that of the other. 

6. He is the lord of all that are within the scope of the 
eyes and of those who long for worldly advancement. What¬ 
ever songs are sung with the accompaniment of the Vinfi are 
due to Him \ 11c is the lord of wealth. 



Kirst Chapter. Section VIIT. 

7. lie, wlio knowing all these, sings in praise of the Siima, 
verily sings in praise of both. Through that he obtains a 
hereafter and the regions of the gods, 

B. and through this, all the regions below his sight and 
all worldly prospects. Therefore should the singer of the 
Udgitha, who knows all this, say [unto those who know not] : 

9. [Say,] what are thy wishes ? I shall pray for the 
same.^^ He, who knowing all this, sings in praise of the Sama, 
becomes a sovereign soliciter of boons. 


Section VIII. 

1. Verily, three [persons] were skilled in the Udgitha; 
S'ilaka son of S itldbat, Chaikitiiyana the progeny of Dalbha, 
and Pravahana son of Jivala. They said [to each other], "'We 
are proficient in the Udgitha, and are prepared to reveal its 
knowledge, [if it pleaseth you] 

2. Saying this, they seated themselves. Pravahana son of 
Jibala said ; " You, Venerable Sirs, both of you begin the dis- 
course, that I may listen to such Brahmana speakers.^^ 

3. Of them, S'ilaka son of S'dldbat thus addressed Chaikit^- 
yana the progeny of Dalbha, " if it pleaseth you, I shall ask 
some questions.^^ " Be it so,^^ said the other. 

d. [S'ilaka enquired!. "What is the asylum of the Sdma?^^ 
" Voice'' [replied Chaikitayana] . "What of voice ?" " Breath." 

Breath P'*' Aliment." " Of Aliment ?" " Water." 


1. Udgitha being adorable ill various ways, an excellent form 
0 a oraUonishere narrated, and towards its better illucidation, atradh 
tion recited. The word <• three” is not used with reference to the 
mass of mankind, but to three individuals of a particular assembly for 
Ushasti, Janas'ruti, Kaikeya. and others are well known to have been 
proficient likewist}. 

2. From the expression “botli of you Brkbmapa speakers.” it is 
tvident that Pravftliuna was a Kshetriya. 

£ 
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5. Of Water That spliere.^^ And of that sphere V* 
We shall not exceed the heavens, for on them we rest the 

Sama, which is likened to the heavens in its eulogy/^ 

6. Then did S'ilaka son of S'alabat address Chaikitriyana 
the progeny of Dalbha: Verily, irreverent is thy Sama, O 
Ddlbhya, [when you describe it to be so august] were one [who 
fully understands it] to say, ^ Let thy head fall ofi* [thy neck],^ 
it would verily so happen/^ 

7. Then I should like to know it better from you, Venerable 
Sir.'' Be it so," said the other. '' What [say you] is the 
asylum of that sphere?" ^‘This sphere," said [S'ilaka, alluding 
to the earth]. And what is the asylum of this sphere ?" 

We should not exceed this receptacle, for on it we rest the 
Sdma, whence it is eulogized as the receptacle." 

8. Unto him said Prabdhana son of Jibala: Impermanent 
is thy Sama, O son of S'alabat, and [when thou describest it as 
otherwise] were one to say ^ Let thy head fall off thy neck,' 
forthwith would it drop down." “ Let me then learn it of thee, 
O Venerable Sir." Be it so," responded the other. 


Section IX. 

1. '' What is the end of this sphere ?" The sky," said the 

otlier, [and continued] ''all these creations proceed from, 

6. i. e. Not so venerable as you describe it to be, when you say 
we should stop our enquiry with it, and proceed no further. 

7, The earth by its sacrifices, charity and burnt-offerings affords 
subsistence to the upper sphere, whence says the Shuti, “ The offerings 
[of mankind] become the livelihood of the gods," It is [further] evi¬ 
dent that the earth is the receptacle of all living beings, and it is 
therefore not inconsistent to say that it is the receptacle of the Siiina. 

1. The other, having thus obtained permission, enquired ; “Of this 
sphere what is the end ?" To him Prnvuhana said ; “ The sky." The 
word “sky" [Ak<isa] means the “Great Soul" [God]. For we will 
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and end in, the sky. The sky is the senior of all these, it is the 
great receptacle/' 

2. It is the most excellent Udgitha, it is endless. He, who 
knowing thus, adores the most excellent Udgitha, attains to 
most excellent regions, and his [life] becomes most excellent. 

3. AtidhanvS, son of Sauuaka, having thus explained it [the 
Udgitha] to Udarasandilya, observed: ^^The career of such of 
your descendants as will know the Udgitha thus, will con* 
tiuue most excellent in this world. 

4. As also hereafter therefore the career of tliose who, 
knowing thus, adore [the Udgitha] will become most excel¬ 
lent in this world, as also in worlds to come,—verily in worlds 
to come. 


Section X. 

1. Ushasti son of Chakra with his virgin wife, forsaking 
Kuril, lived in great distress in Ibhyagrama [a village inha¬ 
bited by an elephant-driver], 

2. Of him [the elephant-driver whilst] eating some vile 
beans,* he begged [for food.] Unto him, said the elephant- 
driver j “ I have none other than what you see before me." 

3. Give me of the same," replied he. The elephant-driver 
gave him thereof, and also offered him some drink. Ushasti 

said , [\\ ere I to take that] I would swallow the remnant of 

another’s drink." 


tBrahina] is the prime 

Its work** a '’"me and a form. Tlie creation is 

Its «ork. and m It do the elements submerge.” It will also be 
said [hereafter] : ” He created light, in Him dotl light snbJide ” 

2. rhe most excellent Udgitha means the Udgitha endowed with 
the Deity, or the Great Soul. 

* Pli;>t<eohi'^ mas. 
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4. not that also an offal [replied the elephant-driver, 
alluding to the beans]. I cannot live without eating that/^ 
said Ushasti, but drink I can command at pleasure/^ 

5. Having eaten thereof, he presented the remainder to his 
wife. She had before partaken [of the same, and therefore] 
took it and laid it by. 


6. On the [following] morning, rising from his bed, he 
[the husband] exclaimed : Alas ! If I could [now] obtain 

a little food, I could earn some wealth. A Uing is performing 
a sacrifice in the neighbourhood, he would surely employ me to 
perform all its fuuctions.^^ 


7. To him said his wife; Here are the beans, [take them] 
and, eating thereof, quickly proceed to the sacrifice.^^ 

8. Arrived there, he took his seat at the place of sacrifice* 
before the chanters of the Udgitha, and then thus addressed 
the chanters of praise: 

9. chanters of praise, [^^i??,] should ye eulogize Him 
who is the presiding deity of all praise without knowing his 
nature,t your heads would be lopped offV^ 

10. Then [turning] to the chanters of the Udgitha, [Ud- 
gatdra,] said; ye chanters of the Udgitha, should ye chant 
[in praise of] Him who is the presiding deity of the Udgitha, 
your heads would verily be lopped off.^^ 

J ]. And then thus addressed he to the chanters of the 
Pratihdra, saying, and ye, O chanters of the Pratihara, should 
ye chant [in praise of] Him who is the presiding deity of all 
Pratiharas without knowing his nature, your heads would surely- 
be lopped off.’" They, [in dread of losing their heads] resign¬ 
ing their duty, sat in silence. 


9. 11. [Alter the words] “ should ye eulogize Him who is the pre¬ 

siding deity of all praise,*’ [the expression] in my presence [is luidcr- 
stood,] for otherwise the ignorant would not at all be entitled to perform 
ceremonies; wliich is not the meaning here, for we see it otherwise 
stated in divers parts of the Vedas. 

* Lit; the place where goda are cuiogized, 


t Lit: him. 
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Section XI. 

I* Then said the institutor of the sacrifice unto him ; I 
to know thee, 0 Lord.” “ I am Ushasti, son of Chakra,” 
^’cplied the other. 

2. He [the king] rejoined; " I searched for thee, 0 Lord, 
fo officiate [at this sacrifice], but finding thee not, engaged 
Others. 

3. " [Do] thou, 0 Lord, [perform] the sereral parts of my 
sacrifice " Be it so/' replied the other; '' let these men, 
''vith my sanction^ recite the hallelujah. Do thou give me the 
health 'which thou wouldst have given unto them. Lven 
he it so/' said tlie institutor of the sacrifice. 

4. Next, verily, the chanters of praise approached him, [and 
said] ^^You have said unto us, O venerable Sir, '0 chanters of 
praise^ should ye eulogize Him who is the presiding deity of all 
praise, your heads vrould be lopped off / will you now tcU us 
who is that Deity ?" 

b. Life/' replied the other. Verily all these created 
objects merge into Life,* and from it are they developed ; it is 
the Deity who presides over all praises. Had ye eulogized Him 
'V'ithout knowing his nature, your heads would suiely have 
heen lopped off, as I said unto ye." 

Next did the Udgdtds approach him, and thus address ; 

You have said unto us, O venerable Sir, 'should ye reciters 
of tlie Hdgitha, ebant in praise of bim wbo is the Fosidmg 
<^oity of nil praise, your beads would surely be lopped oil. [VV ill 

you now tell us] who is that Deity ?” „ 

“ The sun,” [Aditya], said the other. •' Venly all ffiese 
'"'■^'ited objects sing in praise of the suu as the highest ol^iect i 

is the Deity who presides over the TJdgith.a. Had ye chant- 
Udgitha in bis praise without knowing him, your heads 
surely have been lopped off, as T said unto ye.” 

‘ At tlie time of the diseolu ioii of the earth, adds the commentary. 
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8. Next came unto him the Pratiharas and thus address¬ 
ed, You have said unto us, O venerable Sir, ^should ye 
chant thePratihara in praise of him who is the presiding Deity 
of all Pratiharas, O reciters of the Pratihara, without knowing 
his nature, your heads would surely be lopped off/ [Will 
you now tell us,] who is that Deity 

9. '^Aliment^^ [Anna], said the other; all these created 
beings live by the consumption of food; it is the Deity president 
of the Pratiharas; had ye chanted the Pratiharas without 
knowing Him, your heads would surely have been lopped off, as 
I said unto ye/^ 


Section XII. 

1. Next the canine TJdgitha. * Verily, Vaka son of Dalbha 
or [alias] Gliiba sou of Mitra had gone forth to study the 
Vedas. 

2. [In mercy] to him appeared a white dog. Other dogsf 
approached it and said, O Lord, pray for abundance of food 
for us; we wish to consume the same/^ 

3. To them, said the white dog: Come ye here unto me 


1, Vaka was the son of Dalbha, but having been adopted by Mitrli, 
obtained the patronymic [or rather matronymic] of Maitrt$ya and the 
name Gldba. * * * He had “gone forth” to a lonely spot near a 
sheet of water, with a view to study in retirement. 

2. Pleased by his study of the Vedas and knowing his object, a god— 

or a sage, assuming the shape of a dog—a white dog, in mercy to the 
sage jVaka] “appeared,” became manifest. ♦ ♦ * ^piie most 

reasonable construction appears to be that the chief vital air together 
with speech and others, which are nourished by the aliment of that 
chief, pleased with the study of the sage, in mercy to him assumed 
the shape of dogs. 

♦ That is the Udgitha as recited by a dog. 
t Little wliite dogs, acids the Commentator. 
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to-morrow morning/^ At the appointed time did Vaka son of 
Dalbha—[alias] Glaba son of Mitra—act np to the injunction. 

4. As those who wish to pray through the Vahishpavamana, 
[hymns,] collecting together, proceed [to their work], so did 
they [the little dogs] come together and, taking their seats, 
bark out: 

5. Om ! Let us eat. Om! Let us drink. Om! May 
the resplendent sun, who showers on us rain and supports all 
animated beings, grant us food. O Lord of food, deign to 
bestow food unto us; do deign to grant us food 


Section XIII. 

1. Verily, this earth is the particle Ha ii,* the wind Hai, 
and the moon Atha; the soul is Iha, and fire T. 

2. The sun [is] \f ; the hymns of welcome, [Nihava] 
E'j the Vishwadevas are Aunoi*; Prajapati is Hin ; Life is 
Swara; Aliment is Ya; Speech is Virata; 

3. And, thirteenthly, the Aniructa or undecided hymns are 
the indistinct particle Hun. 

4. Unto him speecli grants its blessings, and he becomes 
the milker of speech and the owner and consumer of aliment, 

who knows—verily knows—this Upanishad of the Sama Veda,t 
as herein described. 


of melody. inarticulate Bounds for the development 

Suma Veda, given above^ are LY' harmonic Bounda ; those of the 

iif I j . L * ‘^huntiag the Sama livmns : but instead 

f beu.g placed at the end or « ,ikc the Tol di rol of old Eogli.h aonga. 

they ...e mtrodaced promi.cuously i. every p.rt of the hymn.. Whenever a word 
happen, to be lengthened out to double or treble time.it is followed b, one or 
more Hdi HuQ or some such phonetic paTiel.s. 
t Or the hymns of the S4raa Veda, explains Sankara. 
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SECOND CHAPTER. 


Section L 

1. Om ! Verily, the adoration of the entire Sdma is proper. 
Whatever is proper is Sama; and whatever is improper, is not 
Sama. 

2. Hence it is generally said; He went to him [to a king] 
with S^ma,^^ meaning that he proceeded becomingly, and He 
went to him without Sima,^^ i. e. he proceeded unbecomingly. 

3. It is also said when any good happens, “ Sama has 
happened unto us,^^ meaning, Good has happened unto us,^^ 
and when any evil happens, Avsima has happened unto us,^^ 
meaning that evil has happened. 

4. Unto him, who knowing this adores the Sama whose 
characteristic is propriety, the most proper acts and religion 
become feasible and easily accessible. 


Section II. 

1. The five-formed Sama should be adored [by identifying 
it] with the regions from below upwards, [thus] ; the earth as 
Hinkara, the fire (Agni) as Prastava, the Ether, [Anta- 
riksha] as Udgitha, the sun, [Aditya] as Piiatihara, and the 
heavens as Nidhana. 

2. And also from above downwards, [thus] ; the heaven 
[Dy^na] as Hi'nkajm, the sun as Prastava, Ether [Antarikhsa] 
as Udgi'tha, the fire [Agni] as Pratiuara, and the earth as 
N idhana. 

3. Unto him these regions from below upwards, and from 
above downwards, become accessible, who, knowing thus, adores 
the five-formed Sima [by identifying it] with these regions. 

2. *‘To him” i. e. to a king or the like by whom propriety of 
conduct might be rewarded, and its want reprehended. 







Section III, 


1. In rain should the five-formed Sama be adored: the 
forward wind as Hinkara^ whatever cloud collects as PrastA- 
VA, the raining [itself] as Udoitha, the lightning and rolling 

of clouds as Pratihara, and the cessation of the rain as Ni- 
dhana. 

2. He who, knowing thus, adores the five-formed Sima by 
identifying it with rain, can command the rain to fall [at Lis 
pleasure], and for him doth rain pour [forth its treasures]. 


Section IV. 

1, In the waters [of this earth] should the five-formed 
Sama be adored : the clouds which collect together into dense 
masses as Hfnkara, that which falls [in drops] as Prastava, 
those waters which flow to the east as Udgi'tha, those to the 
west as Pratihara, and the ocean as Niouana. 

2. He who, knowing thus, adores the five-formed Sfima by 
identifying it with the waters, falleth not into water, and 
becomes the lord of the same. 


Section V. 

1. la the seasons should the five-formed Sama be adored : 
the spring as Hinkaka, tlie summer as PuastAva, the autumn 
as TJdgi'tha, the dewy-season [Sarat] as Pii.vtiha'ra, and the 
winter as Nidiiana, 

2. For him are the seasons designed who adores the five- 
formed Siima in the seasons; he is the lord of the seasons. 


Section VI, 

1. In the beasts [of the field] should the five-formed Sdm'. 
be adored: the goats as HiSKARa.tlic sheej. as Prastava the cows 
Udgi-tua, the horses as Piutihara, and mau Niduaka 
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2. To him belong the beasts of the field who, knowing all 
this, adores tlie five-formed Sania in the beasts. 


Section VII. 

1, In the vital airs should the five-formed, the noble and 
venerable Sama be adored: respiration [Prana] as Hinkara, 
speech as Prastava, the eyes as Udgi'tha, the ears as Pratiiiara, 
and the mind as Nidhana ; they are all noble and venerable. 

2. Verily his life becomes noble and venerable, and he 
triumphs over noble and venerable regions, who, knowing all 
this, adores the five-formed, the noble and venerable Sama in 
the vital airs. This much about the five-formed Sama. 


Section VIII. 

1. Now [the adoration] of the seven-formed [Sama will be 
disclosed]. In speech is the seven-formed [Sama to be ador¬ 
ed.] Of words [the adjunct] Hnfi is Hinkara, [the prefix] 
Pra [si] is Prastava, [the prefix] K [^t] is Adi, 

2. [The prefix] XJt [^W] is Udgitha, [the prefix] Prati [tifir] 
is Pratihdra, [the prefix] Upa [^ti] is Upadrava, and [the 
prefix] Ni [fw] is Nidhana. 

3. Unto him speech yields its treasure, and he becomes the 
lord and consumer of aliment, who, thus knowing, adores the 
Beven-formed Sdma in speech. 


Section IX. 

1, Next verily Bhoiild yonder sun be adored [ns identi¬ 
fied] with the seven-formed Sama. It is always equal [sama 
^ii] and is therefore [called] Sdrna. Every body says, it 
looks] towards me, [it looks] towai’ds me*."' thus equally 
[perceived by all], [it is called] Sdma. 

2, Know that on it depend all these [visi})le] objects. Its 
pre-ascension ib Hinkara, on it depend all animals, and hence 
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do they growl at that hour]. They are, with the 

Sama, co-sharers of the Hifikara. 

3. Next, its first ascent is Prastava. On it are men depen¬ 
dants, for they are desirous of [praise], Prastuti. They are, with 
the Saiua, co-sharers of the Prastava. 

4. Next, that hour of its ascent when cows associate with 
their calves* * is Adi; on it depend birds who unsupported fly 
about in the air, in praise of the Supreme. They are, with the 
Saraa, co-sharers of the Adi. 

5. Next, the time when it arrives at'raid-day is Udgitha. 
On it depend gods [Devas], therefore are these good brings 
among the suns of Prajapati, co-sharers, with the Saraa,- of the 
Udgitha. 

G. Next, the time when it passes beyond the meridian is 
Pratihdra. On it depend the Garbhas; therefore are they kept 
attracted and fall not. They are co-sharers, with the Sama, of 
the Pratihara. 

7. Next, the transition from mid-day to afternoon is Upa- 
drava. On it depend wild animals who fly [upadravanti] from 
the >sight of man, to [seek] shelter in deserts. They are 
co-sliarers, with the Sama, of the Upadrava. 

8. Next, the first twilight is Nidhana. To it are the Pitris 
attached, and therefore are oblations oftered to the manes at 
that hour. They are co-sharers, with the Sama, of the Ni¬ 
dhana :—Thus verily should the seven-formed Sdma be adored 
[as identified] with yonder sun. 


Section X. 

1. Next, verily the seven-formed Sdraa, which is above death 
like unto the soul, should be adored. Hiukdra, in- 

1. riie sun is death, tor it puts a limir to tlie earth by divuliug 
time into day, night, and the like. To overcome it is this adoration 

* i. c. at the hour when after milking, cowherds ullow kiue to suckle their 
young. 
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eludes] three letters, [so] doth iPrastiiva [wnr], include three 
letters, therefore are they equal. 

2. [Tile word] Xdi [^f^ includes] two letters, and {the 
word] Pratih^ra [^fh^iT] four letters, of which [latter] one 
letter [being added to the former] thej’^ become equal. 

3. [The word] Udgitha includes] three letters, and 

[the word] Upadrava, [^^*3^^] four; the three [of the former] 
with the three [of the latter] are equal, leaving one letter 
redundant; [which being assumed] to be three, they [all be¬ 
come] equal. 

4. [The word] Nidhana, [f^rw includes] three letters, and 
therefore it is equal [with the rest]. These well known terms 
thus verily [include] twenty-two letters. 

5. The twenty-first is the sun [i\^ditya], for it is the twenty- 
first from this earth. By the twenty-second that which is 
above the sun, might be triumphed; it is heaven [^I^] 
exempt from pain and grief. 

6. He obtaineth the conquest of the sun, and that which is 
above the conquest of the sun, who, knowing all this, adores— 
verily adores—‘the seven-formed which is above death, and 
like unto the soul. 


of the Sdma revealed. Next verily,” i. e. after the adorati('n of the 
S^ima relating to the sun [which likewise relates to] death, another 
form of adoration of the Sama comprehending seven members, is to be 
described. 

2. The letter Om is called A'di. 

3. Though one, as it is an Akshara [^ir^ which includes three 
letters] it becomes three. 

5, Because the Aditya is reckoned the twenty-first from this 
sphere, for says a S'ruti, “ The twelve months, the five seasons, the 
three regions and twenty-first the sun.” “ That which is above the 
sun.” What is it? Heaven, N4ka: ka pleasure with the privative 
prefix a meaning *Vpain,” and na ‘‘not,** i. e. where pain existetU 
not. 
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Section XI, 

1. The mind is Hinkira, speech Prastava, the eyes Udgitha, 
the ears Pratihara^ and Prana Nidhaua : [thus] is this Gayatra* 
Sama connected with life [Prana], 

2. He, who knows the Gayatra to be thus connected with 
Prana, becomes possessed of life [Prana], enjoys the full limit 
of existence, his career becomes refulgeDt,t he becometh great 
in dependants and cattle, and great in noble deeds ; and his 
duty is to be noble-minded. 


Section XII, 


1, The generation [of fire by friction] is Hinkara, the 
smoke which issues [therefrom] is Prastava, the flame is 
XJdgitha; whatever charcoal forms is Pratihara, the blowing 
out [of the flame] is Nidhana, and its entire cessation [also] 
is Nidhana, [Thus] is the Rathantara S&ma connected with 
[Agni]. 

2* He, who knows the Rdthdntara thus connected with fire 


[Agni], attains the glory available by the study and practice of 
the Vedas, a superior power of digestion, and enjoys the full 
limit of existence; his career becomes refulgent, he becomes 
great in dependants and cattle, and great in noble deeds;—and 
his duty is not to eat or spit before a fire. 


2. - Becomes possessed of Prapa,’* i. e. all his organs retain their 
proper powers. “Attain the full limit of existence.’" “The full 
limit of man’s existence is a hundred years.” says the S^ruti. 

pi* """ •» -- .»■ 

t i. e. •• Bencflci-nt to hU kind,” saje Auanda Giri. 

t At the time of ginerati„g fire by friction it ie u.u.I to reHle hymo. f pk 
^. h«nt.r. chapter of tUe Sim. Veda in praUe of Ag,i, therefore L they id ^ 
be connected with each other, ' ^ ^ 

AnanDA OiRf, 
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Section XIII. 
[Two Verses omitted]. 



Section XIV. 

1. The dawn is Hihkara, the ascent [of the sun] PrastSva, 
the mid-day Udgitha, the afternoon Pratihara, and the disap¬ 
pearance Nidhana. [Thus] is the Brihat [Saiaa] connected 
with the sun [i^ditya]. 

2. He who knows the Brihat [Sama] to be thus connected 
with i^ditya, becomes a mighty consumer of aliment, enjoys 
the full limit of existence, his career becomes refulgent, he be¬ 
comes great in dependants and cattle, and great in noble deeds; 
and his duty is not to calumniate the sun. 


Section XV. 

1. The vapours collect, it is Hiilkara, the clouds overcast 
[the sky], it is Prastdva; it rains, it is Udgitha; the light¬ 
ning flashes and the thunder rolls, tliey are Pratihara ; the 
ascent [of vapours] is Nidhana. [Thus is] the Vairupa* 
[S^ma] connected with the clouds. 

2. lie who knows the Vairupa Sama, thus connected with 
the clouds, obtains both w^ell-forraed and ugly cattle, and the 
full limit of existence ; his career becomes refulgent; he becomes 
great in dependants and cattle, and great in noble deeds;—and 
his duty is not to calumniate the rain-pouring clouds. 

Section XVI. 

1. The spring is HifikAra, the summer Prastdva, the autumn 
ITdgitha, the dewy-season Pratihara, and the winter Nidhana. 
[Thus] is the Vairaja [Sama] connected with the seasons. 

2. He who knows the VairSja [Sama] thus connected with 
the seasons, becomes magnificent in dependants, cattle and 

♦ K form of the Sama hymns. 
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Vedaic glory, obtains the full limit of existence, his career be¬ 
comes glorious, and he becomes great in dependants and cattle, 
and great in noble deeds;—and his duty is not to calumniate 
the seasons. 


Section XVII. 


1. The earth is Hihkara, space [Antariksha] is Prastava, 
the heaven Udgitha, the sides Pratihara, and the ocean 
Nidhana. [Thus] are the Sakkari Sdma hymns connected 
with the stations. 

2. He who knows the Sakkari [Saraa hymns] to be thus 
connected with the stations, obtaineth the wealth of those 
stations, and the full limit of existence; his career becomes 
glorious, he becomes great in dependants and cattle, and great 
in noble deeds; and his duty is not to calumniate the stations. 


Section XVIII. 


1. The goats are Hihkara, the sheep Prastdva, the cows 
Udgitha, the horses Pratihdra, and man Nidhana; [thus] are 
the Revatya [Saraa hymns] connected with animals. 

2. He who knows the Revatya [Sama hymns] to be thus 
connected with animals, becomes the lord of animals, enjovs 
the full limit of existence, his career becomes glorious, he be¬ 
comes great in dependants and cattle, and great in noble deeds; 
aud his duty is not to calumniate animals. 


Section XIX. 


1. The hair of the body is Hihkara, the skin Prastava, the 
flesh Udgitha, the bones Pratibura, and tlie marrow Nidliuna. 
[Thus] are the lajua-Yajniya [Sama hymns] connected with 
the body. 
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2. He, who knows the Yajna-Yajniya [Sarna hymns] to be 
thus connected with the body, obtains a perfect body wliich 
never becomes defective, enjoys the full limit of existence, his 
career becomes glorious, he becomes great in dependants and 
cattle, and great in noble deeds, and his duty is not to eat 
meat for a year, or not to eat meat at all. 


Section XX. 

1. Agni [fire] is Hinkara, the wind Prastava, the sun 
Udgitha, the stars Pratihara, and the moon Nidhana. [Thus] 
are these Rajaua [Sarna hymns] connected with gods [devatas]. 

2. He, who knows the Rajana [Sarna hymns] to be thus 
nected with the gods, obtains habitation, wealth,* body, 
similiar unto what appertain to these gods; he enjoys the full 
limit of existence, his career becomes glorious, he becomes 
great in dependants, and cattle, and great in noble deeds; and 
his duty is not to calumniate Brahmanas. 


Section XXT. 

The threefold knowledge constitutes the Hinkara; the three 
regionst form the Prastava; Agni, Vdyu and Aditya are the 
Udgitha; the stars, the feathered tribe and the rays [of light] 
form the Pratihara, and the serpent race, the Gandharvas and 
the manes are Nidhana. Thus is the S^ina connected with all. 

2. He who thus knows the Sarna connected with ail [objects] 
becomes [the lord of] all. 

♦ Safikara aays, that the word or ig onderstood after “ ' oalth/' and the 
meaning if, the adorer obtains habitation, wealth or body like tuUo that of the gods, 
occording to bis wi«h. 

t He^^ven, earth and lielK 


\ 
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3. Thereof is the verse ; " there is nothing greater than the 
fivefold tbree/^ 

4. lie, who knows this, understands every thing; unto him 
all the different quarters [of the earth] render tribute; his 
duty—his duty—is to entertain the belief that I am all/' 




Section XXII. 

1. [A chanter said] “I wish for the taurine-toned Sama 
hymn, the canticle of Agni, which contributes to the weal of 
animals.” The hymns of the anirucia tone belong to Prajdpati j 
those of the niructa tone to Soma; those of the mild sweet 
tone to Vayu; those of the sweet high-pitched 'tone to 
Indra; those of the tone resembling the voice of the crane to 
Brishaspati, and to Vanina, those of the tone of a broken 
piece of bell-metalthey are all to be practised; the hoarJb 
toned alone arc to be avoided.* 

2. [The hymns] are to be sung [with the wish] ; “ Let me 
sing for the immortality of the gods. For [the due offering of] 
oblations to the manes, for the [fulfilment of the] desires of 
mankind, for securing grass and water to animals, heaven 
to the iustitutors of sacrifices, and aliment for self, let me 
sing.” Thinking thus without excitement let them be sung. 


3. “There-,of,” i. e. on this subject there is a verse. “ Five-fold” 
i. e. llinkarn, Prastilvaand the rest; “ three,” the threefold knowledge, 
the three regions, and the three gods, Agni, Vayu and .4iditya. 

* These evidently relate to the seven tones of a gamut. Tlie taurine and tlie 
ardine tones appear, from the subjoined verse of Isiiradu, to be equivalent to the 
B and D of tbe English music ; the rest ku have not been able to ascertain. If our 
conjecture be right, the five-formed .Sfiina would include ail tliose hymns wliich 
embrace five tones, and the seven-formed those which are suug on the full gamut. 


0 
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3. The vowels [swam] constitute tlie body of Indra^ the 
sibilants and ha [U^smana] that of Prajdpati^ and the consonants 
[spama] that of Death. Should any body revile him [who is a 
reciter of tliese] he should say, I take protection of Indra, he 
will give thee a meet reply 

4. Should any revile him about the sibilants and ha, he 
should say; I take protection of Prajapati, he will ground 
thee down and should any revile him about the consonants, 
he should say; '' I take protection of Death, he will hurl 
thee into flames/^ 

5. The vowels are to be recited with sound and force, saying; 

I take the strength of Indra/' The sibilants and ha are to 

be sounded internally, but not uttered out [of the mouth], and 
yet distinctly, saying : to Prajapati, I resign my life/^ The 
consonants are .to bo repeated slowly and distinctly, saying; 
‘ifrom death, I extricate my life/^ 




Section XXIII. 

1. Threefold is the division of Duty. Sacrifice, study and 
charity 

2. Constitute the first; Penance is the second, and Residence 
by a Brahmacharin exclusively in the house of a tutor is the 
third. All those [who attend to these duties] attain virtuous 
regions; the believer in Brahma alone attains to immortality. 


1. In order to develope the adoration of Om, [this S'rnti] begins 
with : ** Threefold is the division of Duty/’ But it must not he supposed 
that the adoration of Om or the Udgitha ns forming a part of the Stoa 
Veda, secures the effeet to be propounded, for that which cannot be 
had by the adoration of the whole of the Sama Veda, i. e. immortality, 
may be secured bv the adoration of Om [ns the emblem of the Deity], 
hence it is only in praise of Om that the S'ruti begins as aforesaid. 

Threefold is the division of Duty,’* i. e. Religion or duty is divided 
into three clashes; and what they are is next described. Sacrifice’’ 
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[Yajna] or tlie offering of oblations to fire, &c.,—‘‘ Study,’* of the Rig 
and the other vedns according to rule,—*‘aud charity,” or the donation of 
aims according to one’s resources, beyond the boundary of the altar, to 
parties not seeking for the same,—constitute the first branch or division 
of religious duty. Since this class of duties relates to householders, and is 
performable by them [alone], it may be called the duty of householders. 
Ihe expression “ first” (^■^^:) means one [or the first of a series,] and 
uot the commencement of duty, for we hear of the “ second” and the 
third [in succession]. “ The second is Penance,” [rfq': Tapas] i, c. the 
performance of Krichchhn, Chandr^yana and such other Penances, or 
asceticism, or the adoption of the life of a hermit, without relying on 
Brahma [for reliance on Brahma ensures immortality], constitutes the 
second division. Residence under the roof of a tutor, “Exclusively,” i. e. 
all life through, in the exercise of the duties of a Brahmacharin, consti¬ 
tutes the third division of duty. The use of the expression “ exclu.sively” 
indicates that the residence must be all life through, for otherwise a 
mere sojourn at the house of a tutor, for the study of the Vedas, does 
not secure [a future translation to] virtuous regions. “ All those,” i. c. 
the three orders of men, through the virtuous works aforesaid, “attain 
virtuous regions,” * * * * undescribed hermit, he 

who exclusively abides in Brahma,—he alone obtains immortality, which 
is a stage of being distinct from the virtuous regions, aud constitutes 
existence without end, and not the secondary immortality of the Devas 
[which is but temporary], as is evident from its being reckoned under a 
different class. Had it been merely a superior gradation of the former, 
it would not have been described separately. From its being disjoined 
from the rest, it is evident that immortality without end is intended, 
Ihe allusion here to the rewards due to the different orders of men is 
intended to eulogize the adoration of Om, and not, to lay down 
any j ule on the subject. To say that it has the twofold object of eulogiz¬ 
ing and lajing down a rule regarding rewards, would be to admit a 
divided meaning, [which is inadmissible, inasmiich as a word can 
have but one meaning at a time] ; hence, afeer reciting the rewards 
scribed in the Sinritis, to that the reward of worshipping Om is im. 
mortality, is to eulogize the same. Jusi as by saying “ the service 
Pnrnavarm^ secures food and raiment, whilst tiiat of Rdjavarma ensiucs 
^ kingdom*’ [the superior advantages of the latter are pointed out in 
G 3 
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comparison with the former, and no merit of the former described] 
such is the case in the above. 

The Pranava is the trutliful Supreme Brahma, being its emblem. 
From the Vedic declaration, “This letter verily is the Supreme,*’ the 
Katha Upauishad hath declared that “ its adoration ensures immor¬ 
tality.” 

Some [commentators] maintain “ that men of the four different orders 
of life, who have no pretensions to knowledge, from the fruit of their 
works, obtain, without any distinction, virtuous regions, as is evident 
from the expression; “all those attain virtuous regions,” and the 
hermit is not excluded therefrom, Tlie knowledge and the religious 
acts and observances of the hermit amount in fact to penance, and so 
has the S'ruti included it by saying, ‘Penance is the second,*—hence,’* 
they continue, “ it follows that whoever among the four orders of men 
adopts the adoration of Orn, i. e. becomes devoted to Brahma, attains 
immortality, every one of them without distinction being fit to perform 
such adoration, and none being forbidden ; besides all of them having 
apposite opportunities, during the intervals of their respective duties, to 
engage themselves in such devotion. The word Brahmasanstha, devotion 
to Brahma,” they further argue, “is not, like the words wheat or hog, 
exclusively indicative of a particular object,—tlie hermit. It is a com¬ 
pound term formed of the two words Brahma and Devotion, and that 
which has an etymological signification cannot be an arbitrary term at the 
same time. All orders of men can devote themselves to Brahma, Wherever 
there is a devotion to Brahma, there may we apply the compound term, 
and it would be improper to confine its meaning only to the licrmit who 
devotes himself to the same. Farther, the mere performance of the duties 
enjoined to hermits, does not ensure iminoitality, for that would make 
all allusion to knowledge redundant. Nor can it be said that knowledge* 
in the state of hermitage alone ensures immortality, for there is no 
Bpecial efficacy of the duties enjoined to men of any of the four 
orders. Should it be said that the virtuous works enjoined to the 
different orders of men when accompanied by knowledge ensures imaior- 
tality, still it would apply to all the four orders, [and have no special 
reference in behalf of any particular one.] There is no sucii ordi¬ 
nance, that none but the hermit alone, when he Ims acquired know¬ 
ledge, should attain immortality ; on the contrary all the Upanishads 



maintain that ‘knowledge [alone] ensures liberation/ Hence who¬ 
ever among the four orders of men devotes himself to Brahma, will 
enjoy immortality/* 


But such is not the case, for the knowledge which leads to ceremonial 
rites, and that which manifests the Supreme cause of all, are dissimilar 
«nd discordant [and therefore cannot co-cxist in the same individual.] 
T^he knowledge which indicates a difference between agents, actions, 
and objects, is the cause whence proceedeth the ceremonial injunction ; 
“ Do this and do that not,** and that cause hatli not its origin in any 
Sh&stra, for it is manifest in all animated beings. While the knowledge 
^hich sayeth, “ the truth is verily one without a second,** “ all this is 
the divine soul/’ all this is Brahma,*’ proceedeth from the Sh^stra, and 
cannot become manifest without in tlie first place destroying the disjunct 
tive knowledge* of agents, actions, and objects winch is the prime cause of 
all ceremonial injunction, for the knowledge which disjoins and that which 
identifies are opposed to each other. Just as the erroneous conception 
of two moons cannot co-exist together with a knowledge of the unity of 
the moon, knowledge and ignorance being discordant and unable to abide 
together; even so is the case with the knowledge of the Deity. Such 
being the case, he, in whom the disjunctive knowledge which leads to 
ceremonial rites, is overcome by the nou dual knowledge originating 
from the maxims, “The truth is verily one without a second “ He 
IS truth /* “ All the differences of created objects are unreal /’ retires 
from all ceremonial rites, from their cause being overcome; and he is 
said to be abiding in Brahma, and exempt from ceremony. Such a 
state ii- not attainable by any bat a hermit, (Paribrdt). 

He, whose disjunctive knowledge has not been overcome, who sees 
fiiftcrently, hears difi'ereutly, reflects differently, understands difiereiniy, 
and believes that the performances of such and such [ceremoniesj will 
sec ire for him such and such [results], and believing, acts accordingly, 
cannot resign himself in Brahma, for lie relics on a false understand¬ 
ing of there being a distinction where the distb^ctluii is purely verbal, 
n liirn, who has ow^rcome the disjunctive knowledge by knowing it to 

I The knowledge oi instinct by which physiral objects are pertu'-ed 

i til.ct and indcpendcni of each other, is Cfillcd disjii'ii-t: vc. because it 

r Bets ftparf. u,e ^ edautic outh, that the \vhol» univcric is an em«uariou of ibo 
Deity, 
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be false, the idea of certain objects being fit for ceremonies, and the 
propriety of Jiis performing them therefore as a matter of duty, cannot 
exist, like the idea of the sky having a dark substratum to one 
conscient of the nature of the sky. If you say that after the disjunc¬ 
tive knowledge is overcome, ceremonies [still] continue [dominant] as 
before, all ordinances relating to Unitarian knowledge become falsified, 
[whereas] they are, like the ordinances relating to forbidden food, vener¬ 
able, all the Upanishads being in favour of them. It might be argued 
that then you destroy the authority of the ceremonial ordinances. But 
such is not the case; their authority remains in all its integrity and 
exercises its full force on those whose disjunctive knowledge is not over¬ 
come, like the effect of dreams on one who is still asleep. Nor are they 
destroyed by the neglect of the learned to abide by them,—seeing that 
ordinances regarding optional ceremonies,* have not been destroyed. As 
the non-performance of optional ceremonies by those who know that 
optional ceremonies are improper,’’ does not destroy them, for they 
are performed by others who long for enjoyment, so the neglect of all. 
ceremonies by those knowers of Brahma wlio are resigned in Brahma, 
does not [necessarily] do away with all ordinances relating to them, for 
the ignorant in Brahma continue to submit thereto. It cannot be said, 
that because those who, renouncing the duties of householders, adopt 
asceticism, *still continue to eat and drink, the knowers of Brahma should 
not give up their oblations to fire, &c. for in an enquiry ns to duty, the 
instances of particular individuals do not hold good. Magic for a malevo¬ 
lent purpose is forbidden, yet should any practise it, that will be no 
precedent for him who injures not his enemies, to practise the same. 
Disjunctive knowledge as the cause of ceremonies being destroyed, there 
remains no incentive to the offering of oblations to fire and the like, 
while to the hermit hunger is a suilicient incentive for food. If you say, 
the dread of evil from the uon performauce of ceremonies is a sufficient 
incentive; such is not the case: for those who have the disjunctive 
knowledge are [alone] subject to that evil. I have already said, those 
whose disjunctive knowledge is not overcome by true or identifying 


♦ CeieiuouicB are divided into four classes: Ist, those which householders are 
boond to porforu' every day, Diurnal, [Nitya,]. 2nd, Occasional, such as on tlie 
birth of a child, &c. [Naimitika]. 3rd, Optional, or such ai are performed for the 
attttiumcut of some apecihe object (Kumya.) 4th, Expiatory, [Prhyaschitta,] 
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knowledge, are the appropriate subjects for the performance of cere- 
nioiiies. The neglect of duty brings evil on him who is bound to its 
performance, not on him who is not required to perform the same; such 
the omission by a householder of the duties of a Brahmacharin. 

Can it not be said that in whatever station of life a man obtains a 
knowledge of the unity [of all objects], therein he becomes a hermit ? 

; because [in those stations of life] he retains his disjunctive know- 
ledge of self and matters relating unto him,* and ceremonies are the 
special requisites of those stations. “ Now [after having acquired a wife] 
I shall perform ceremonies,’^ sn 3^8 the S'ruti, and hence [it is evident 
^kat] he who, renouncing all selfish ideas, has adopted asceticism, is a 
kermit, and not the householder and the rest. 

it be said that the knowledge resulting from the Unitarian 
i^iaxims having overcome the disjunctive knowledge which results 
ceremonial ordinances, there is no necessity for a hermit to 
abide by religious restraints and observances. We reply, that for 
who are apt to forego their Unitarian knowledge, from the 
^ ects of hunger and the like, they are appropriate ; for they pre- 
^^*^t such aberration. Nor would that authorise the performance, on 
^ part, of forbidden actions, for that is debarred even previous 
l^he attainment of that knowledge: he who falls in a well or 
^^tborny bush at night does not go thereto during sunshine. From 
these it is established that the ascetic alone who has abjurid 
^’’^monial rights, is devoted to Brahma. What has been said [by 
y antagonists] about men of all the four stations of life who havc^ 
but knowledge, migrating to higher regions, is true; 

• ^ ^keir remark “ that by penance [tapas] asceticism is implied,” is 
an^d • Because the ascetic alone is likely to be devoted to Brnhnm, 
otl kave already established that he is not included among the 
orders. regard to the conscient of the Unitarian knowledge 
along with sacrificial rights, penance being enjoined to 
h ^kose disjunctive knowledge is not overcome. Thereby 
on t^krtber] replied to the opinion which maintains that reliance 
Had intervals of the perforiunnce of ceremonies, is admissible, 

^hat noue are debarred tlierefroin ; likewise to the opinion regard* 

putting on the finilmilnical tluead and the 
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ing the uselessness of knowledge, by shewing that the ascetic uncon¬ 
nected with ceremony is [alone] possessed of [the true] knowledge. 
The remark about Brahmasahstha [devoted to Brahma] not being 
a crude word like java or var^ha, [wheat or hog,] and a simple equi¬ 
valent of Parivrat, has been responded to, by slicing that the 
Brahmnsanstha alone is entitled to be devoted to Brahma, and none 
else. What has been said about crude words not admiting of a deri¬ 
vative meaning, is not correct, seeing that (jrihastha, taksha, iiarivrk- 
jaka, and others do admit of such meaning. Grihastha or he who 
lives in a house, taksha who chisels wood,^r/mT^^/, he who is homeless, 
or passes his time in rambling about from place to place, are all deriva¬ 
tive terms, aud yet we see the first and the last, without foregoing their 
derivative signification, are used in the crude form in regard to the two 
different classes of the householders and the ascetics, and the middle, 
in regard to the caste of carpenters, and cannot be applied in every 
case where the derivative attributes may be indicated ; that being op¬ 
posed to general usage. Now with reference to, the word Brahma- 
sanstha. it is applicable only to that ascetic who has relinquished 
all ceremonial observances and their attributes, who has exceeded the 
(first three] orders of life, and who is styled a Paramahansa; for to 
him is assigned the recompense of super-eminent immortality, as we 
hear [in the text]. He alone is the true ascetic [parivrdt] of the 
Vedas, and not be who wears the Briihmanieal thread, or carries the 
pilgrim's staff, or the beggar’s platter. lie has cast off his crown- 
lock ; he is without emblem, without compassion says a S'ruti: To 
them who have surpassed nil orders of life, he explained the pre-emi¬ 
nent and immaculate truth says the Svetaswatara Upanishad. “He 
neither praiselh nor saluteth maintain the Smritis. “Therefore do 
the Yatis, wlio have attained true knowledge, perform no ceremonies 
“ Therefore is he the knower of true religion ; he is without emblem, 
and without any manifest characteristic:’* also say the Smritisi 

What the followers of the Sankhya maintain to be exemption from 
ceremonies, is false, for they believe in the truth of tlie impression which 
shews a difference between ceremonies, their performers and their recom¬ 
penses ; and the exemption from agency in ceremonial works which would 
follow from the Buddhist doctrine of nothingness, is likewise false, for the 
maintaincr of the doctrine proves his own reality. Independence fronv 
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3. Prajapati reflected on mankind; from it^ the reflect¬ 
ed, issued forth the threefold knowledge; he reflected on it; 
from it, the reflected, proceeded the [three] letters, Bhu, Bhuva 
and Sva! 

4. On them, he reflected ; from them, the reflected, issued 
forth Om. As leaves are attached to their stalks, so is speech* 
connected with Om. Verily all this is Om ! Verily all this 
is Om ! 


Section XXIV. 

1. The knowers of the Veda declare the morning ceremo¬ 
ny to belong to the Vashus, that of the mid-day to the Ru- 

ceremony whicli the ignorant from indolence maintain, is also worthless, 
for in him the idea of agency is not overcome by proof. From these 
arguments it is evident that asceticism, which results from a forsakino- of 
all ceremonial observances, and from a devotion to Brahma, is true 
only of him whose Unitarian knowledge is established by the proofs of 
the Vedanta. Thereby if a householder were to obtain that know¬ 
ledge, asceticism would be true of him. May he not by thus gain¬ 
ing asceticism, be guilty of neglecting the household fire ? He is 
the destroyer of the champions of the gods who bloweth out the 
household fire says the Sruti, 

No. Such neglect following from Unitarian knowledge the result is 
the same as in the case of accidental blowing out [from an innundafcion, 
falling in of a house or the like] : [“ For him who kuoweth the truth] 
the virtue [lit. fieriness] of Agni passeth away says the S'ruti [seq. 
chap. vi. sect. 4, verse 1,] and hence the householder becomes not 
liable to any sin from such asceticism. 

3. Prnj^pati, may mean Vir^t [son of Brahma] or K^syapa [sou 
of MarichiJ. 

1. What is known as the morning ceremony is subject to the 
Vashus, aud this region [the earth], which is connected with lliat 
ceremony, is likewise subject to them. To the lludrns, the lords 

* Lit. AU words. 
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dras, and tliat of the afternoon to the Suns and the Viswe- 
devas. 

2. Where then is the region for the iiistitutor of sacrifice ? 
How can he, who knovveth not that [the reply to this query] 
perform [ceremonies] ? Now he, who knoweth, should perform 
[the same], 

3. Before the reading of the matin chant [pratar anuvik], 
he [the institutor of sacrifice], sitting down beliiiid the house- 
hold fire [garhyapatya agni], with his face to the north, siugeth 
the Sama hymn relating to the Vashus. 

4. '' Unfold the gates of this earth, that we may behold 
thee for our supremacy/^ 

5. -6, Then doth he offer the oblation to the fire, [saying] ; 

Salutations be to Agni, the receptacle of the earth, and the 

support of regions. [Oh ye] secure a region for me, who am 
an institutor of sacrifice ! This is the region of the institutor 
of sacrifice. I, institutor of sacrifice, will secure it after death. 
May this oblation prove acceptable ! 

Cast aside the bars.^^ And then he riseth. For him do 
the Vashus fulfil the morning ceremony. 

7. Before the commencement of the mid-day ceremony, 
sitting behind Agnidhriya fire, and facing the north, he singeth 
the Sdma in praise of the Eudras, [saying]; 

8. Unfold the gates of [yonder] region, that we may be¬ 
hold thee for our full supremacy 

9 . —10. Then doth he offer the oblation, saying : I salute 
the Winds, who abideth in the sky and are the supports of re- 


of the mid-day ceremony, is the middle region or sky subject, and 
to the Suns* and the Viswedevas, lords of the afternoon ceremony, 
belongs the third region or heaven. 

2. The last clause is eulogistic of the Sdma, and does not exclude 
the ignorant from the performance of ceremonies. 



^ ♦ The Tcdas enumerate 12 euns. 





Second Chapter^ Section XXIV. 



gions. fOh ye] secure a region for me who am an institutor 
of sacrifice ! This verily is the region of the institutor of 
sacrifice. I, institutor of sacrifice^ will secure it after death. 
May this oblation prove acceptable! Cast aside the bars.^^ 
And then he riscth. For him do the Rudras fulfil the mid¬ 
day ceremony. 

11. Before the commencement of the afternoon ceremony, 
sitting behind the i^liavaniya fire, with his face to the north, he 
singeth the Sama in praise of the Suns and the Viswadevas, 
[saying] ; 

12. —13. “ Unfold the gates of [yonder] region that we 

may behold thee for our heavenly supremacy !” Thus much 
for the Suns; and then to the Viswedevas: Unfold the gates 
of yonder region, that we, may behold thee for our absolute 
supremacy 

14. Then doth he offer the oblation, saying : I salute the 
Suns and the Viswedevas, the dwellers of heaven and the sup¬ 
porters of regions. Secure that region for me, who am an 
institutor of sacrifice. 

15. That is verily the region for the institutor of sacrifice. 
I, institutor of sacrifice, shall come thereto after death. May 
this oblation prove acceptable ! Cast aside the bai’s.’^ Saying 
this he rlseth. 

IG. For him do the Suns and Viswedevas fulfil the after¬ 
noon ceremony. He understands the real purport of cere¬ 
monies, who knoweth this—verily, he who knoweth this, [un¬ 
derstands the real purport of ceremonies]. 


THIRD CHAPTER. 


Section I. 

1. Hari, Ora! Verily the sun is the honey of the gods. 
The heaven is the arched bamboo, [whence hangeth pendant] 
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atmospliere [like a] hive: the vapours [floating^therein] 
are the eggs. 

2. Of the sun the eastern beams are the eastern honey- 
cells; the Rig hymns are the manufacturers of honey; [the 
ceremonies enjoined by] the Rig Veda form the flowers, and the 
fluids fused in their performance] are nectars. Verily those 
Rig hymns 

3. Reflected on the ceremonies of the Rig Veda. From 
them, the reflected, proceeded forth fame, splendour, sensa¬ 
tions, power, aliment and such like essences. 

4. They flowed and rested around the sun. Verily, thence 
proceedeth the redness of the sun. 


Section II. 

1. Now, its southern beams are verily the southern honcy- 
cells; [therein] the Yajur hymns are the honey-makers; [the 
ceremonies enjoined by] the Yajur Veda form the flowers ; and 
the fluids [used in their performance] are nectars. 

2. Verily those Yajur hymns reflected on the [ceremonies 
enjoined by the] Yajur Veda. From them, the reflected, pro- 
ceeded forth fame, splendour, sensations, power, aliment and 
such like essences, 

3. They flowed and rested around the sun. Thence, verilv, 
proceedeth the whiteness of the sun. 


Section III, 

1. Next, its western beams are verily the western honey- 
cells; [therein] the Sdma hymns are the honey-makers; [the 
ceremonies enjoined by] the Sama Veda form the flowers, and 
the fluids [used in their performance] are nectars. 

2. Verily those Sama hymns reflected on the [ceremonies 
enjoined by the] Sdraa Veda. From them, the reflected, issued 
forth fame, splendour, sensations, power, aliment and such like 
essences. 

P 
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Third Chapter. Section V. 


8. They flowed and rested around the sun* Thence^ verilv, 
proccedeth the dark coloured rays of the sun. 


Section IV. 

1. Now, the northern rays are verily the northern honey- 
cells; [therein] the Atharva Afigirasa hymns are the honey- 
makers; [the ceremonies enjoined by] the Itihiisa and the 
Purana* form the flowers, and the fluids [used in their per¬ 
formance] are nectars. 

2. They, the Atharva Angirasa, reflected on the Itihasa and 
the Purana. From them, the reflected, proceeded forth fame, 
splendour, sensations, power, aliment and such like essences. 

3. They flowed and rested around the sun. Thence verily 
proceedeth the very dark rays of the sun. 


Section V. 

1. Next, the upward rays are verily the upper honey-cells; 
there the secret ordinances are the honey-makers; Brahmaf 
is the flower, and its fluids are nectars. 

2. They, the secret ordinances, reflected on Brahma. From 
it, the reflected, issued forth fame, splendour, sensations, 
po>ver, aliment and such like essences. 

3. They flowed and rested around the sun. Verily thence 
proceedeth the delusive opalescence in the centre of the sun.f 

4. They, the different rays of the sun, are the essences of 
essences; the Vedas are the essences, and thereof are they 

* This would indicate the existence of some Itihasa and Purina, long anterior 
to the time when the extant compositions of those names were first compiled. We 
are, however, notwithstanding our veneration for those illustrious authors, as yet 
great sceptics to the dicta of Wilson and Burnouf who assign only 800 years to the 
oldest Purdua, making the rest vary from three to five centuries. 

t By Brahma Pranava or Om is meant; says Sankara. 

t We are doubtful if “ delusive opalescence” be a right rendering of 





the essences;—they are the nectars of nectars: the Vedas are 
nectars, and thereof are they the nectars. 


Section VI. 

1. Thereof the first named nectar is enjoyed by the Vashus 
with Agni at their head. Verily the Devas neither eat nor 
drink [of the same], they [only] gratify themselves by its sight. 

2. They are quieted by the sight of those rays,* they are 
excited thereby, f 

3. He, who thus knoweth the nectar, becoming one of the 
Vashus, and reflecting on the nectar with Agni before him, 
cnjoyeth content. He is quieted by those rays ; he is excited 
thereby. 

4. He obtaineth the entire dominion of the Vashus which 
extends from the rising of the sun [in the east] to its setting 
[in the west]. 


Section VII. 

1. Now, the second mentioned nectar is enjoyed by the 
Rudras, with Indra at their head. Verily the Devas neither 
cat nor drink [of the same], they [only] gratify themselves 
by its sight. 

2. They are soothed by that appearance [of the sun], and 
by it are they excited. 

3. He, who knoweth the nectar thus, becoming one of the 
Rudras and reflecting on the same with Indra before him, en- 
joyeth content. That appearance, doth pacify him, and thereby 
is he excited. 

4. He obtaineth the dominion of the Rudras, which ex¬ 
tends from the rising of the sun in the south to its setting in 
the north,—a period double that within which it riseth in the 
cast and setteth in the west. 


* When the season of enjoyment is passed, 
t When the season of enjoyment retarnetb. 
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Section VIII. 



1. Now, tlie tliird nectar is enjoyed by the Adityas, with 
Varuna at their head. Verily the Devas neither eat nor drink 
[of the same], they [only] gratify themselves by its sight. 

2. They arc soothed by that appearance of the sun, and by 
it are they excited. 

3. He, who knoweth the nectar thus, becoming one of the 
.^Ldityas, with Varuna before him, enjoyeth content. That ap¬ 
pearance of the sun doth sooth him, and thereby is he excited. 

4. He obtaineth the entire dominion of the Xdityas, which 
extends from the rising of the sun behind to its setting before, 
— a period double that within which it riseth in the south 
and sets in the north. 


Section IX. 

1. Now, the fourth nectar is enjoyed by the Maruts with 
Soma at their head. Verily, the Devas neither eat nor drink 
[of the same], they [only] gratify themselves by its sight. 

2. They are verily soothed by that appearance of the sun, 
and by it are they excited. 

3. He, who knoweth the nectar thus, becoming one of the 
Maruts, and reflecting on that nectar with Soma before him, 
enjoyeth content. He is soothed by that appearance of the 
sun, and by it is he excited. 

4'. He obtaineth the entire dominion of the Maruts, which 
extends from the rising of the sun in the north to its setting in 
the south,— a period double that within which it riseth behind 
and setteth before. 


Section X. 

1. Now, the fifth nectar ia enjoyed by the Sadhyas with 
Brahma [Om] at their head. Verily the Devas neither eat 
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nor drink [of the same], they [only] gratify themselves by its 
sight. 

2. They are verily soothed by that appearance of the sun, 
and by it are they excited. 

3. He, who knoweth the nectar thus, becoming one of the 
Sadhyas and reflecting on that nectar with Brahma before him, 
enjoyeth content. Verily he is soothed by that appearance 
[of the sun], and by it is he excited. 

4. He obtaineth the entire dominion of tlie Sadhyas which 
extend from the rising of the sun above to its setting below, 
—a period double that in which ho riseth in the north and 
setteth in the soutli. 


Section XI. 


1. Next, beyond that, appearing above, He neither riseth 
nor setteth, but remaineth alone in the centre. Thereof is 
the verse : 

2. No; of a truth there is neither rising nor setting. 
[Bear ye witness] O Gods, that I may say nothing contradic¬ 
tory of that truthful Brahma V’ 


4 ^ * * *. The duration of the sun in the different spheres (as 

described here) is apparently opposed to the doctrine of the Pur^nas. 
The followers of those records maintain that the periods of the sun’s 
rising and setting in the four different spheres of India, Yama, Varuna 
and Soma are equal, the extent of the orbit of the sun above the Mana- 
sottara mountain and around the mount Meru being equal. The dis¬ 
crepancy however has been explained by sages. Each of the different 
spheres (as set forth) is destroyed at a period double that of its preced¬ 
ing one. The rising of the sun means the time daring which it remains 
visible to the residents of any one of tlio^e spheres, and the setting is 
when it is invisible, there being aclnally no rising or setting of that lii- 
minary. In the absence of inhabitants in those si)here3 there will be no 
sunrise or sunset there, though the sun may become visible thciefrora. 






3. For him there is neither rising nor setting of the sun— 
for him there is one eternal day,—who possesseth this know¬ 
ledge of Brahma. 

4. Verily that knowledge was explained by Brahma to 
Prajapati, and by Prajdpati to Manu, and by Manu to his de¬ 
scendants. This knowledge of Brahma was explained to one of 
the descendants Uddalaka i^riina, an eldest son, by his father. 

5. This knowledge of Brahma should verily be explained 
by a father to his eldest son or to a worthy disciple; 

6. But to none else. Were one to give this sea-girt 
sphere with all its treasures to the instructor, [in exchange of 
this knowledge] the latter would still be greater—greater by 
far [in value than the sphere.] 


Section XII. 

1. Verily all this creation is Gdyatri. Speech is Giyatri; 
by speech is all this creation recited and preserved. 

2. That Gayatri is verily this earth. And on this earth are 
all creatures sustained; that they exceed not. 

3. That which is the earth is likewise the body of the ani¬ 
mated creation. In that body are the animal functions sustain¬ 
ed ; that they exceed not. 

4. • That which is the body is likewise the heart which is 
within it. In it are the animal functions sustained; that 
they exceed not. 

5. That Gayatri is verily composed of four feet, and pos¬ 
sesseth six characteristics. Regarding it has this verse been 
recited; 

6. They [the creations] constitute the glories of the Gaya¬ 
tri; to which is the soul [Purusha*] superior. He has the crea¬ 
tion for his first foot, and his own immortal selff constitutes 
the other three.^^ 

* That which pervades all or abides in the heart—| 

t The word is dioi, (lit. glorious,) which in modern dictionaries is* explained as 
heaven. S'ankara explains it as above. 
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7. That Brahma, [i. e. the being indicated in the Gayatri] 
is verily the space which* surroundeth mankind. That which 
surroundeth mankind is of a truth the space which existeth 
within mankind. 

8. That which existeth within mankind is of a truth the 
space which existed within the heart. It is omnipresent and 
eternal. He who knoweth this attains eternal and all-suffi¬ 
cient treasures. 


Section XIII. 

1. For that [space which is] within the heart there are five 
gates to heaven. Thereof the eastern gate is breath [prdna] ; 
which is vision and that is Aditya [the sun]. That [Prdna] is 
to be adored as the consumer of aliment and all glorious. 
Glorious and an [able] consumer of aliment doth he become 
who knoweth it thus. 

2. Next, the southern aperture is Vydna, which is audi¬ 
tion, and that is the Moon. Believing it to be prosperity and 
fame let it be worshipped. He who knoweth it so, attaineth 
celebrity and prosperity. 

3. Next, the western aperture is Apdna, it is speech, which 
is fire [Agni]. Believing it to be Vedic glory and aliment let 
it be worshipped. He who knoweth it so, attaineth plenty and 
Vedic glory. 

4. Next, that which is the northern aperture, is Saradna, 
which is the mind, which is cloud. Believing it to be reputa¬ 
tion and beauty, let it be worshipped. He who knoweth it so, 
attaineth reputation and beauty. 

5. Next, that which is the upper aperture, is Uddna j which 
is the wind, which is the sky. Believing it to be strength and 

* The word in the original is dkdsa In common acceptation it means 

the sky, but the interpretation of S'ahkara, gives an idea as if it meant apace. The 
difficulty of rendering the term appositely gives a purile air to the text. 
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glory let it be worshipped. He who knoweth it so, becomes 
glorious and mighty. 

6. These five venerable* beings are the door-keepers of 
heaven. Heroes are born in his family who knoweth these 
five venerable beings to be the door-keepers of heaven; he 
obtaineth heaven [for his reward] who knows these five vener¬ 
able beings to be the door-keepers of heaven. 

7. That which shines glorious above yonder heaven, above 
this world and above all others large or small, is the same 
as that which shines within mankind. It is tangible [to allj.f 

8. For its warmth is felt in this body by touch. 

It is audible, for when the ears are closed, it is heard like 
the roar of a flaming fire, or that .of a rolling car, or a bellow¬ 
ing ox. That tangible and audible glory is to be adored. He 
who knoweth—verily he who knoweth—this, becomes renown¬ 
ed and of handsome appearance. 


Section XIV. 

1. All this verily is Brahma, for therefrom doth it proceed, 
therein doth it merge, and thereby is it maintained. With a 
quiet and controuled mind should it be adored. Man is a 
creature of reflection, whatever he reflects upon in this life 
he becomes the same hereafter; therefore should he reflect 
[upon Brahma.] 

2. [Saying] »that which is nothing but mind, whose body 

is its life, whose figure is a mere glory, whose will is truth, 
whose soul is like space [akusa,'] which pcrformcth all things 
and willeth all things, to which belong all sweet odours and 
all grateful juices, which envelopes the whole of this [world], 
which neither speaketh nor respects any body, * 

• Lit. Relating to Brahma. 

t Lit. ^fg; ocular proof. The commentator explains that tho word may be 
used with reference to touch as an organ of perception. 
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3. Is the soul within me; it is lighter than a corn, or a 
barley, or a mustard, or a canary seed, or the substance within 
it. Such a soul is within me, as is greater than this earth, 
and greater than the sky, and greater than the heaven, and 
greater than all these regions [put together.] 

4 That which performeth all things, and willeth all things, 
to which belong all sweet odours and all grateful juices, which 
envelopes the whole of this [world], which neither speaketh 
nor respecteth any body, is the soul within me; it is Brahma ; 
I shall obtain it after my transition from this world.^' He who 
believeth this, and hath no hesitation, will verily obtain the 
fruit of his reflection; so said S'dndilya—[the sage] S'indilya. 


Section XV. 

1. Of that sheathe [the Soul] the sky is the ventricle and 
the earth is the root; it never decayeth; the quarters of the 
universe are its corners, and the heaven is its upper aperture; 
it is the receptacle of wealth, and upon it is the universe 
supported. 

2. Its eastern quarter is called Juliu, its southern quarter 
Sahamana, its western quarter Rajni, and its northern quarter 
Subhut^; the winds of those quarters are their offspring. He 
who [wishing for long life for his children] knows the winds 
to be the offspring of the quarters, hath never to weep for 
his children. I know the winds to be the ofifspring of the 
quarters, therefore have I had never to weep for my children. 

2. The performers of sacrifice offer their oblations [juhoti] facing 
the east, therefore is that quarter called Juhu; the vicious suffer 
[sahant^] the fruit of their actions in the abode of Yama in the south, 
therefore is that quarter called Sahamdna; the west is called 
because it is the empire of king, [Raj^] Varuna, or because, at twilight 
it becomes red [r^ga]. Wealthy beings [bhutimatj, such ns Ishara, 
Kuvera, &c., reside in the north, hence it is called Subhuta. 




Third Chapter. Section XVI. 

Together with such and such and such, I take asylum 
of that undying sheathe; with such and such and such I seek 
shelter of life [Prana] ; with such and such and such I seek 
shelter of this earth [Bhuh] ; with such and such and such I 
seek shelter of the sky [Bhuvah] ; with such and such and such 
I seek shelter of heaven [Sva]. 

4. ^^By [the words] seek shelter of Prana^ [life], I have 
said that I take asylum of the universal existence. 

5. By what I have said by [the words] ^ I seek shelter of 
Bhuh/ I mean that I take shelter of the earth, I take shelter 
of the sky, I take shelter of heaven. 

6. By what I have said by [the words] ‘ I take shelter of 
Bhuvah/ I mean I seek shelter.of Agni [fire], I seek shelter 
of Vdyu [wind], I seek shelter of Aditya [the sun.] 

7. By what I have said by [the words] take shelter of 
Sva,^ I mean—T mean, I take shelter of the Rig Veda, I take 
shelter of the Yajur Veda, I take shelter of the Sdma Veda/^ 




Section XVI. 

1. Verily man is Yajua [sacrifice]. The [first] twenty-four 
years of his life constitute the morning ritual [Pratah-savana]. 
The Gdyatri includes 24 letters, and it is the Gayatri through 
whicli the morning ritual is performed. The Vasus are the 
presiding deities of dawn, and in man the vital airs verily re¬ 
present the Vasus, for they preserve [viisayanti] all. 

2. At this age should any disease afflict him, he should say, 

O vital Vasus, this is the season of my morning ritual, con¬ 
nect it with the mid-day sacrifice, that I, who am sacrifice 
[itself], may not be lost to the vital Vasus.^" Thus he escapes 
from disease, and verily becomes exempt from affliction. 

3. [The] next, [period] to tlie forty-fourth year of his life 
constitutes the raid-day ritual. The Tristupa includes forty- 
four letters, and it is through the Tristupa that the mid-day 
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sacrifice is performed. The Rudras are its presiding deities. 
In man the vital airs are the Rudras, for they cause weeping,* 
[Rodayaiiti.] 


4. At this age should any disease afflict him, he should say, 

O vital Rudras, this is the season of my mid-day ritual, con¬ 
nect it with the afternoon sacrifices, that I, who am sacrifice 
[itself], may not be lost to the vital Rudras.^^ Thus he escapes 
from disease and becomes exempt from affliction. 

5. [The] next [period] to the eighty-fourth year of his life 
constitutes the afternoon ritual. The Jagati [metre] includes 
eighty-four letters, and it is through the Jagati that the after¬ 
noon ceremony is performed. The A^dityas are its presiding 
deities. In man the vital aira are the Xdityas, for they receive 
[^dadati] all things. 

6. At this age should he be afflicted by any disease, he 
should say, 0 vital A^dityas, this is the season of my afternoon 
ritual, connect it with the full term of my life, that I, who am 
sacrifice [itself,] may not be lost to the vital Adityas.^' Thus 
he escapes from disease and becomes exempt from affliction. 

7. Verily knowing this Mahidfisa, son of Itard, said, O ! 
why dost thou afflict me, for I shall not be destroyed by thee.^^ 
He lived for one hundred and sixteen years. Verily he will 
live for one hundred and sixteen years who kuoweth this. 


Section XVII. 

1. His [of the individual typical of sacrifice] hanger, thirst, 
and want of pleasure constitute the pain which attends the 
performance of ceremonies. 

2. Whatever he eateth, whatever he drinketh, and whatever 
he enjoyeth, become unto him [like the reward which is avail¬ 
able on the day of the] Upashad.f 

* HumaD aoimoBity bein^ one of the chief causes of weeping.—S'aukara. 
t The day when the performers of a sacrifice are entitled to a drink of milk. 



Third Chapter, Section XVIII. 


6 ; 



3. Whatever he laugheth, 'whatever he eateth, and whatever 
he eujoyeth, become to him like unto [the] praises [of theEig 
and the Yajur Veda.] 

4. His penance^ charity, sincerity, uneiiviousness and truth¬ 
fulness constitute his reward [Dakshina.] 

5. Therefore is it said, [both at the birth of a child and at 
the expression of the juice of the moon plant, in reply to the 
query] Has she given birth Yes, she has.^^ His [of the 
being typical of ceremony] avabhritha [death] is the termi¬ 
nation, so is the termination of the sacrifice called avabhritha. 

6. Ghora, son of Angira, having explained this [subject] 

to Krishna, son of Devaki, said; He [who knoweth this] 
should, at the time of his death, repeat these three [Yajur 
Vedic mantras] : O ! thou* art undecaying! Thou art un¬ 

changing ! Thou art the true essence of life \” Hearing this 
he lost all desire for other knowledge. About it there are these 
two Rig Vedic stanzas : 

7. '' Sages, behold the glory of the first cause [as envelop¬ 
ing all like the day, and shedding radiance from the heaven 
above.'^t] '' Having beheld that exquisite light, high above all 
darkness, and having beheld it also in our own hearts, we at¬ 
tain to that god of gods and noblest of all lights the sun - — 
the noblest of all lights.^^ 


Section XVIII. 

1. The mind should be adored as Brahma; this is intellec¬ 
tual [worship]. Next as relating to gods; the sky should be 
adored as Brahma. These are the two—intellectual and theo¬ 
logical —forms of worship that have been ordained [by sages.] 

2. That [Brahma] hath four feet. Speech is one of its feet, 
life is one of its feet, vision is one of its feet, and audition is one 
of its feet. Thus much for the intellectual; next the theologi- 

* Addressing his soul as identilied with the sun. 

t The words within the brackets are not quoted in the Sanskrits text. 
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cal: fire [Agni] is one of its feet^ wind [Yayu] is one of its feet, 
sun [Aditya] is one of its feet, the quarters [Disah] are one 
of its feet. Thus the two—intellectual and theological—forms 
of worship hare been ordained. 

3. Speech is verily one of the four feet of Brahma, It 
radiates light and heat through the effulgence of Agni. Heat 
and light radiate from his works, from his fame and from his 
Vedic glory, who knoweth it thus. 

4. Breath is verily one of the four feet of Brahma. It 
radiates light and heat through the effulgence of Vdyu. Heat 
and light radiate from his works, from his fame and from his 
Vedic glory, who knoweth it thus. 

5. Vision is verily one of the four feet of Brahma. It ra¬ 
diates light and heat through the effulgence of Aditya. Heat 
and light radiate from his works, from his fame and from his 
Vedic glory, who knoweth it thus. 

6. Audition is verily one of the four feet of Brahma. It 
radiates heat and light through the effulgence of the quarters 
of the earth (Dig.) Heat and light radiate from his works, 
from his fame and from his Vedic glory, who knoweth it thus. 


3. [After explaining the meaning as above given Sankara adds] the 
consumption of inflamuble articles, such as oil, or ghee, gives life and 
vigour to the organs of speech, hence it is said through Agni speech 
receives its light and heat. 

As a cow or a like quadruped moves on to where it wisheth on its 
four feet, so doth mind [here represented as Brahma] attain to its 
objects through the aid of speech, breath, vision and audition, hence 
the simile. Further, the feet of a quadruped are placed under its 
body, so are fire (Agni,) air, (V^yu,) the sun [Surya] and the quarters 
placed under the sky, and thence the comparison. 
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Section XlX. 


1. The suii is described as Brahma ;—its description. 
Verily at first all this was non-existent; that non-existence 
became existent; it developed,—it became an egg : it remain¬ 
ed [quiet] for a period of one year; it burst into two ; thence 
were formed two halves of gold and silver. 

2. Thereof the argentine half is the earth, and the golden 
half the heaven. The inner thick membrane [of the egg] 
became mountains, and the thin one cloudy fog; the blood-ves¬ 
sels became rivers, and the fluid became the ocean ; and, lastly, 
what was born therefrom is the sun, iiditya. 

3. On its birth arose loud shouts [or shouts of ulu-ulu] as 
well as all living beings and their desires. Hence on the rising 
and re-rising [day after day] of the sun arise shouts of ulu-ulu 
as well as all living beings and their desires. 

4. He [attaiueth the glory of the sun] who, knowing this, 
adores the sun as Brahma, and grateful shouts soon arise in 
his behalf and contribute to his gratification,—verily they con¬ 
tribute to his gratification. 


1. Having described the sun as a foot of Brahma, the S'ruti now 
proceeds to describe it as Brahma, with the words: the sun 

is described as Brahma.*' “ Its description,’* is to be narrated for 
its eulogium. ^‘Non-existent,*** i. e. this earth before its develope- 
mentf was of unmanifest name and form, and not actually non-existent, 
for [on the authority of the S'ruti,] “How can existence proceed 
from non-existence?** such deduction would be inadmissible. But 
it being distinctly laid down liere that it was “ non existent,” may 
it not be optional [with us to exjdain it one way or tlie other?] No. 
Option applies to actions and not to facts. How [can you] then liere 
[use the word] non existent? As I have already explained, being of 
unmanifest name and form, it is very like nou-existent, though not 


* asat, unreal, untrue, not being, from «a/, true, being, with the nega¬ 

tive prefix a 

t Lit. “ Utpatti,^^ birth, creation. 
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FOURTH CHAPTER. 

Section I. 

1. Om ! Of a truth there lived Janas'ruti grandson of the 
son of Janas'ruti, the charitably disposed, the giver of large 
gifts, and the preparer of much food. He built houses every 

where that [people] from all sides might come and feast 
[therein]. 

2. [Over his house] at night passed some geese,* the hin- 
derraost of which addressing the foremost, said : Lo ! Lo ! 
Bhallfiksha, Bhall^ksha, [short-sighted] the glory of Janas'ruti 
grandson of the sou of Janas'ruti, is as wide-spreading as the 
heaven. Have nothing to do with him, so that his glory may 
not destroy thee.'' 

3. To it said the other: Who is he whom you compare 
with Rakvya of the car?" '^Aud who is this Rakvya of the 
car," enquired the first. 


actually so. The expression iCW (verily applies to the existence") 
(i. e. to the verb) and does not verify the non-existence. 

How [then this misuse of the term? It is no misuse.] We see 
the word sat is freely used to indicate the manifestation of the name 
and form of an object, and that manifestation being generally depend¬ 
ant upon the sun, in the absence of which the earth is enveloped in 
deep darkness and not visible, the expression is appropriate. 

Note to Verse 5 Section XII. Chap. III. Speech, being, earth, body, 
heart and life, are the six characteristics of Gdyatri. Or because each 
of its feet has six letters. 

♦ Hahsa. This word in common acceptation means a goose, but the veliicle of 
Brahmd, likewise called a Hansa, is generally represented of the form of a flamingo. 
According to the Puranus tlie Mdnasurovara lake is a favourite resort of Hansas 
which in modern Tibetan or rather in the language of the people of the Hun d^aa 
is the specific name of tlie flamingo. We may add that while geese are very 
scarce, flamingoes are seen in large flocks, in the vicinity of Mdnnsarovara lake. 
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4. [The latter replied] I allude to such a being to whom 
the fruits of all the good deeds of mankind become subservient 
in the same way in which all the minor numbers become 
due to him who hath secured the Krita or the highest cast of 
the dice, and those who know what he knows likewise secure 
[the same reward] F 

5. Janas'ruti great-grandson of Janash’uti listened to this. 

[In the morning] rising [from his bed while being eulogized 
by his bards] he thus addressed his herald: 0 child, do 

you address me as if I were the Rakvya of the car? [I am 
not deserving of such praise.] 0 child, do you of a truth 
go and speak unto Rakvya of the car [that I long to see him] 
[Of him enquired the bard :] and who is this Rakyya of the 


car 

6. [The latter replied] '' I allude to such a being to whom 
the fruits of all the good deeds of mankind become subservient 
in the same way in which all the minor numbers become due 
to him who hath secured the Krita or the highest cast of the 
dice, and those who know what he knows lilcewise secure [the 
same reward] F 

7. The bard searched for him, and, returning, said, I 
have found him not.^^ Unto him, said [Jdnas'ruti], Do ye 
go and look for him where the knowers of Brahma are to 
be met with.^^* 

8. He proceeded, and, by one sitting beside a car and 
scratching his itches, sat down and said, Art thou, O lord, 
Rakvya of the car Yes, I amsaid the other. Now I 
know,^^ [tliought the bard] and retired. 


Section II. 

1. Upon this Janash’uti the great-grandson of Janas'ruti, 
taking with him six hundred head of cattle, a necklace and a 
* In lonely places, near rhers and pools, in mountains and groves. Sankaea. 
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pair of mules, yoked to a chariot, repaired to him, and thus 
addressed, 0 Rakvya, here [is a present] of six hundred head 
of cattle, a necklace, and a pair of mules yoked to a chariot 
[accept them, and deign], 0 Lord,, to impart to me in¬ 
struction on that deity whom thou adorest/^ * ' 

2. Unto him said the other, Let these head of cattle and 
necklace and chariot remain with thee, 0 Sudra/^ Hereupon, 
Janas'ruti, great-grandson of Janas'ruti, taking a thousand 
head of cattle, a necklace, a pair of mules yoked to a chariot 
and his daughter, again returned to him, 

8. And said, 0 Rakvya, this [herd of a] thousand cows, 
this necklace, this pair of mules yoked to a chariot, this dam¬ 
sel and this village in which thou dwellest [I beg to offer to 
thee : accept them and deign] to impart to me instruction/’ 

4. Knowing her, [the damsel,] to be the cause of his im¬ 
parting instniction, he [Rakvya] said; Hast thou brought her 
[for me], O-Sudra ? She will be the cause of my conversing 
with thee/’ Hence are these villages in this country of great 
virtue [mahabrisha] where he lived, called Rakvyapurna. 
Unto him explained he, [the nature of the deity he adored]. 




2. * ♦ ♦ He [Janas'ruti] was a king, having a herald, as we learn 

[from the passage] : “ He addressed to a herald,” also from the h\ct of 
his repaying to a BrShmana for instruction, which would be inconsistent 
in a Sudra; ho\V then dhl such an inapplicable expression as ‘^0 Su¬ 
dra” proceed from Rakvya ? Sages have explained it thus. From the 
speech of the geese he was assailed by grief [suka] hence Sudra ; pr be¬ 
cause hearing [srutv^] of Rakvya’s praise he ran [dravati]and therefore 
Sudra; and the sage in order to show his omniscience used the expression 
‘‘ O Sudraor it might be, because instead of trying to obtain know¬ 
ledge by seiwing his tutor, he, like a Sudra, proceeded to gain instruction 
by paying for the same, and therefore is called a Sudra, although he 
was not of that caste. Others say, that annoyed vdth his small offer the 
sage rebuked him witli the term Sudra. 
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Fourth Chapter. Section III. 

Section III. 

1. The air [Vdyu] is verily the ultimatum [sambarga] of all. 
When a fire goes out, of a truth it merges into air [vayu.] 
When the sun doth disappear it verily raergeth into air, so 
doth the moon when it setteth. 

2. When waters dry they vanish in air; the air verily coii- 
sumeth all. Thus much relating to celestial objects. 

3. Next as relating to self. Life is verily the ultimatum of 
all. When man slecpeth, speech mergeth into life, so doth 
vision merge into life, audition merge into life, and mind 
merge into life.—Life verily consumeth all. 

4. These are verily the two ultimata [sambarga;] Vayu 
among the celestial objects and life among the animal functions. 

5. [Once] while S'aunaka of the race of Kapi, and Abhi- 
pratarin son of Kaksha-sena, were being served at their meals, 
a Brahmacharin sought alms of them. Unto him they gave 
nothing.* 

6. He said, He [the Prajapati] who swalloweth the vener¬ 
able four,t and is the protector of the earth, 0 descendant of 
Kapi, is not seen by mortals. 0 Abhipratarin, he exists in 
various forms. For him is food prepared, and him have you 
denied.^^J 

7. Saunaka descendant of Kapi reflected within himself and 
returned [for answer] : ''Life is the author of the gods and of 
the creation. His teeth are immutable; he is a great consumer ; 
he is not unintelligent; his greatness is said to be extreme; none 
can consume him, and he consumeth all food. We, O Brah¬ 
macharin, adore such a Brahma.'^ [Then turning to his ser¬ 
vant, said] " Give him some alms.^^ 

8. [The servant] gave him [some]. These five and five [the 
two ultimata] make ten and they are a krita, [complete number.] 

* In order to see what may follow, adds Sankara. 

t Agni [fire], Surya [sun], Chandra [moon], and Apa [water], 

X This verse may be translated interrogatively and begin with j ** who is he who 
swalloweth,” &c. 
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erefore the aliment in all the different quarters being ten, is 
a krita. It [the complete number] is Virat,the consumer of food. 
Through it, all this becomes visible. Unto him who knoweth— 
verily unto him who knoweth—this, all this [world] becomes 
visible, and he becomes a [great] consumer of food. 


Section IV. 

1. Satyakdma Jabala, enquired of his mother Jabala; I 
long to abide [by a tutor] as a Brahmachdriu; of what gotra 
am I 

2. She said unto him, I know not, child, of what gotra 
you are. During my youth when I got thee I was engaged 
in attending on many [guests who frequented the house of ray 
husband and had no opportunity of making any enquiry on 
the subject,] I know not of what gotra you are, Jabala is my 
name and Satyakama thine; say, therefore, of thyself, Saty- 
akama son of Jabala [when any body enquireth of thee].^^ 

8. He repaired to Haridrumata of the Gautama gotra and 
said, I approach your venerable self to abide by your wor¬ 
ship as a Brahmacharin.^^ 

4. Of liim enquired be [the tutor;] Of what gotra are you, 
my good boy He replied ; I know not of what gotra I 
am. I enquired about it of my mother and she said, ^In 
my youth when I got thee I was engaged in attending on 
many, and know not of what gotra you are; Jabala is ray name 
and Satyakdma thine ‘ I am that Satyakama son of Jabala.^ 

5. Unto him said the other, None but a Brahman can 
say so. You have not departed from the truth, and I shall in¬ 
vest you [with the brfihmanical rites.] Do you collect, child, 
the necessary sacrificial wmod V’ Having ordained him, he se¬ 
lected four hundred head of lean and weakly cows and said, Do 
you, child, attend to these.^^ While leading the cows, he [the 
neophyte] said, ^‘1 shall not return until these become a thou- 




sand.^^ Thus he passed many years, until the cattle had mul¬ 
tiplied to a thousand. 


Section V. 

1. A Bull said unto him, 0 Satyakiima \” He replied, 
Sir.^ the Bull said, We have now come to a thousand ; do 

you take us back to your tutor. 

2. ^ I will relate to you,* something regarding Brahma,^^ 
Relate it to me, Sir, [if you please.]^^ It said unto him; 
the eastern quarter is a portion, the western quarter is a 

portion, the southern quarter is a portion, the northern quarter 
is a portion ; these are the four portions, of a fourth foot of 
Brahma. It is called Prakdsavdn, [renowned.] 

3. He becomes renowned in this world, who knowing thus 
adoreth the four merabered foot of Brahma as the renowned. 
He overcomes all renowned regions, who knowing thus adoreth 
the four membered foot of Brahma as the renowned. 


Section VI. 

1. Agni will explain to you [the nature of] the next foot 
of Brahma. On the morrow he [the cowherd] turned towards 
his tutor with the cattle. hen night arrived he lighted a 
fire, folded the cattle, placed fuel on the fire, and sat behind it 
facing the east.f 

2. Unto him said Agni, 0 Satyakama Lord -P respond¬ 
ed the other. 

3. Child, I will explain to you a foot of Brahma.'^ ^'Ex- 
plain it. Sir, if you please.Unto him said the other, ^^the 
earth is a part, the sky is a part, the heaven is a part, the 
ocean is a part ;— these four parts, O child, constitute the foot 
of Brahma called the endless, [Anantavan.] 

* Lit, a fourth — 

t And reflecting on the advice of the bull, adds the Commentator. 
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4. “ He becomes endless* even in tbis world, who knowing 

this adores the four membered foot of Brahma as the endless j 
he conquers the regions of the immortals, who knowing this 
adores the four-membered foot of Brahma as the endless. 


Section VII. 

1. The sun will explain to you the nature of the next 
foot of Brahma.” On the morrow he started again towards 
the house of his tutor, and when night approached he 
lighted a fire, folded the cattle, placed fuel on the fire and sat 
behind it, facing the east. 

3. The sun approaching him said, “ O Satyakama!” “Lord,” 
responded the other. 

3. “I will relate to thee a foot of Brahma;” said he. “Relate, 
O Lord,” said the second. [Unto him, said the first,] the fire 
[Agni] is a part, the sun [Surya] is a part, the moon [Chandra] 
is a part, the lightning is a partthese four parts, O child, 
constitute the foot of Brahma called the radiant. 

4. “ He becomes radiant in this world, who knowing this 
adores the four membered foot of Brahma as the radiant,—he 
overcomes the region of the radiant,]' who knowing this adores 
the fonr membered foot of Brahma as the radiant. 


Section VIII. 

1. “ The Madgu [wind] will explain to you the nature of 
the next foot of Brahma.” On the morrow he started 
again towards the house of his tutor, and when night ap¬ 
proached, he lighted a fire, folded the cattle, placed fuel on 
the fire, and sat behind it, facing the east. 

2. The wind approaching him said, “ O Satyakama!” 
“ Lord,” responded the other. 


♦ i e. His race never becomes extinct. AVanda Giri. 


t Gods. 
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3. I will explain to tliec, O child, a foot of Braliraa/^ said 
the first. Relate, O lord,” returned he. Unto him said the 
first: Life is a part, the eyes are a part, the ears are a part, 
the mind is a part;— these four parts constitute the foot of 
Brahma called the Spacious [i^j^atauavdn]. 

4. He becomes the receptacle of many, in this world, 
who, knowing this, adores the four-raembered foot of Brahma 
as the Spacious; he attains to the region of the Spacious who, 
knowing this, adores the four-membered foot of Brahma as the 
Spacious.” 




Section IX. 

1. He reached the house of his tutor. Unto him said the 
tutor : O Satyakama.” ^^Lord,” responded he. 

2. Child ! you speak as if you knew Brahma; who has 
given thee instruction Other than man,” said he, and 
added: Instruct me as I wish to hear of it from you. 

3. I have heard from sages like unto yourself that know- 
ledge got from tutors is most excellent.” Accordingly he re¬ 
lated every thing [as narrated above] omitting nothing,—veri¬ 
ly omitting nothing. 


Section X. 

1. Of a truth Upakosala, son of Kamala, (Kamaldvana) 
abided by Satyakama, son of Jabala, as a Brahmacharin, and 
for twelve years carefully attended his household fires. The 
tutor granted leave to his other pupils to return home, but 
refused that indulgence to him. 

2. To the tutor said his wife : This exhausted Brahma- 
cluirin has successfully attended the household fires; let not the 
fires upbraid thee; explain to him [what he wants.]” He [the 
tutor], without [condescending to grant the] explanation, went 
out on his pilgrimage. 


1. 
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3. The disciple fell ill and abstained from food. Unto him 
said the wife of the tutor: Brahmach&rin, take food; why 
abstain from sustenance He replied : Many and variously 
disposed are my desires; I am full of diseases and shall take 
no food.” 

4. Next, verily, the fires said : This exhausted Brahma- 
charin has carefully attended us, we will explain unto him 
[what he wants],” and then continued : 

5. ''Life [prana] is Brahma, Ka is Brahma and Kha is 
Brahma,” He replied: " I know the Prdna to be Brahma, but 
know not Ka nor Kha.” They said : " Verily, that which is Ka 
is Kha, and that which is Kha is Ka.” They spoke, of a truth, 
of life and the sky. 


5^ [happiness] which has been indicated by ka is 

likewise kha, the sky. As the epithet blueish added to red alters the ori¬ 
ginal signification of the latter term, so ka (happiness) qualified as 
above becomes distinct from that which proceeds from the attainment of 
sensual objects by the organs of sense. The sky to which we allude by 
the term kha is the happiness indicated by the term ka. Thus the kha 
[sky] qualified by happiness becomes distinct from the elemental 
inanimate object indicated by kha, on the logic of the aforesaid blueish 
red. The meaning is " a happiness depending on the sky, and not a 
worldly one; and a sky which is the receptacle of happiness, but not the 
element so called.” But if you wish to qualify sky by happiness and 
make the latter the adjective [allowing the clause to stand thus:] 
** That which is happiness [ka] is the sky” you make the rest of the 
passage redundant, or if you take the latter clause: “ Ibat which is 
the sky [kha] is happiness,” the first becomes unnecessary ? Why 
this argument, when I have already explained that the object is to ex¬ 
clude both terrestrial happiness and the material sky ? By qualifying 
the sky by liappiness are not both the primitive objects excluded 
by virtue of their meaning ? True. But by qualifying the sky by 
happiness only the former—and not also the happiness qualified by the 
epithet sky—becomes the object of meditation, as the effect of an ad¬ 
jective relating to its substantive ceaseth with qualifying the same. 
Hence it is necessary to qualify the happiness by the sky to indicate 
that that likewise is an object of meditation. 
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Section XI. 



1. Next, Garhapatya (the household fire) instructed him, 
[saying] : Earth, fire, aliment and the sun [constitute my 
body]. Thereof the being who is seen in the sun, is I,—verily 
I am he, 

2. He destroyeth sin who, knowing this, adoreth him; he 
attainetli the region [of Agni], enjoyeth the full limit of exist¬ 
ence, passeth his life in glory, and his race wasteth not. We 
support him in this and other regions who, knowing this, 
adoreth him [the household fire/^j 


Setion XIL 

1. Next, Anndharyyapachana [fire] instructed him, [say¬ 
ing) : ''Water, the quarters of the globe, the stars and the 
moon [constitute my body]. Thereof the being who is seen in 
the moon is I,—verily I am he. 

2. " He destroyeth sin, who knowing this adoreth him; he 
attaineth the region [of that fire], enjoyeth the full limit of 
existence, passeth his life in glory, and his race wasteth not. 
We support him in this and other regions who, knowing this, 
adoreth him [the Annaharyyapachana fire.]^^ 


Section XIII. 

1. Next A^havaniya [fire] instructed him [saying] : ^'The 
life, the sky, the heaven and lightning [constitute my body]. 
Thereof the being who is seen in lightning is I,—verily I am 
he. 

2. "He destroyeth sin who, knowing this, ndoretli him; he 
attaineth the region [of that Agni], enjoyeth tlic full limit of 
existence, passeth his life in glory, and his race >yasteth not. 
We support him in this and other regions who, knowing thh, 
adoreth him [the A^havaniya fire/^] 

L 2 
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1. They [the difiFerent fires together] said : Child Upato- 
sala, [we have now explained] to you the knowledge relating 
to ourselves and to the soul. Your tutor will explain to you the 
fruit of that knowledge.” [At this time] the tutor returned 
[from his pilgrimage] and addressed his pupilj [saying] . O 
Upakosala 

2. “ Sir,” returned he. “ Child, your appearance shines 
like that of the knowers of Brahma: who has given thee in» 
struction ?” “ He replied: [as if to make a secret] “ Who will 
instruct me, Sir ?” And then pointing to the fires said [of them]; 
“ These verily that are thus, were otherwise.” “ Did they, child, 
speak unto you ?” inquired the tutor. 

3. “Even so,”responded the pupil. [The tutor said]; “Child, 
they have spoken to you about regions, I too will speak to you 
about them; as water attacheth not unto the leaf of the lotus, 
so doth sin attach not unto him who understands them.” “ Re¬ 
late it then unto me. Sir,” said [the pupil] unto him. 


Section XV. 

1. “That being who is seen within the eyes, is verily the 
soul,” said [the tutor.] “ He is deathless and fearless; he is 
Brahma; should any ghee or water drop on him, that passeth 
away. 

2. “ He is called SafiyadvSma; all adorable objects [vama] 
merge into him; all adorable objects merge into him who 
knoweth this. 

3. “ Oh! he is verily the great Receptacle, for all adorable 
objects merge into him; all adorable objects merge into him 
who knoweth thi». 

4. “It is verily Refulgent [Bhdmani], for it shines every 
where.* He becomes refulgent every where* who knoweth 

this. 


• Lit. in all regions. 




5, Now, whether auy funeral service be performed with re¬ 
ference to him [the knower of the Refulgent] or not, still after 
death he obtaineth the regents of the sun-bcaras [Archi] ; thence 
he passeth to the regents of day, [Aha,] thence to the regents 
of the light fortnight, thence to those of the six months during 
which tlie sun moves to the north of the equator, thence to those 
of the year, thence to the sun, thence to the moon, and thence 
to the regents of lightning; whence an unearthly being 

6. Takes such knowers to [the region of] Brahma. This 
is the way to gods [Deva patha] ;—^this the way to Brahma 
[Bralirna patha.] Those who betake to this path return not— 
verily return not—to this mortal sphere.^^* * 


Section XVI. 

1. Verily that which bloweth, is sacrifice [Yajna,] for blow¬ 
ing it purifieth all this. Because blowing it purifieth, hence 
is it Yajna, of which mind and speech are the two paths. 

2. Of the two paths the first is purified by Brahmaf through 


6, * * * gg knowers to the Brahma” in the 

Satyaloka [the region of truth], as is evident from the allusion to the 
goer, the place to go, and the conductor. In the attainment of the 
true Brahma, such expressions would be inapplicable ; in that case, “ be¬ 
coming Brahma he attained Brahma,” would be the most appropriate 

expression 4 

* Lit. Region of the descendants pf Mann. 

t Sacrifices with the juice of the moon plant arc performed by four oflScialing 
priests ; of these the first is called Brahmd, and his office is to superintend the per* 
formance and to instruct the other priests in their respective duties. The second, 
Hotd, pours the oblations on the fire; the third, Adharyyu, repeats the Yajur 
Vedic mantras, and the fourth, Udgat6, singeth the S/ima hymns. 

t The drift of the argument is that in the attainment of the all-pervading truthful 
Brahma, no translation to a higher sphere or the reliance on any particular guide 
or path is necessary, the attainment being immediate and independent of all 
secondary means. 
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mind. The second is purified by the Hota, the Adharyyu and 
the Udgatd through speech. In such cases where a Brahma, 
after commencing the morning ritual, but before the recitation 
of the closing verses of the Rig, speaketh, 

3. The last of the two paths may be purified, but the former 
is defiled, and the sacrifice goes wrong as the man of one leg 
or a one-wheeled car goeth astray. On the failure of the 
sacrifice, the institutor faileth^ and by the performance of that 
ceremony becomes sinful. 

4. Next, where, after the commencement of the morning 
ritual, but before the recitation of the closing Rig verses, the 
Brahmd speaketh not, [the performers of the ceremony] purify 
both the paths, and none is defiled ; 

5. And as a man walking on two legs or a car mounted on 
two wheels standeth firm, so doth such sacrifice stand firm ; in 
the confirmation of the sacrifice, the institutor standeth firm, 
and the performers of the ceremony become great. 


Section XVII. 

1. Prajapati reflected on regions, and from the reflected ex¬ 
tracted their essences, viz. Fire from the earth. Air from the 
sky, and the Sun from heaven. 

2. He reflected on the three gods, Fire, Air and the Sun, 
and from the reflected extracted their essences, viz,, the Rig 
from Agni, the Yajus from Vayu [air,] and the Sama from the 
Sun. 

3. He reflected on the three-fold knowledge and from the 
reflected extracted its essences, viz. [the word] Bhu from the 
Rig, [the word] Bhuvah from the Yajus and [the word] Sva 
from the Sama. 

4. [In the performance of a ceremony] should any Rig hymn 
happen to be -nisused [the performer of that sacrifice] should 
offer an oblation to the gdrhapatya [household] fire, [saying]; 
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“ May this prove acceptable to Bhu !” [Bhuh Shvah^.] [The 
Rig in that case] by its essence and majesty corrects all the 
improprieties of the Yajna, as far as they relate to the Rig 
hymns. 


5. Now should any Yajus hymn happen to be misused, 
[he] should offer an oblation to the Dakshina [Southern] fire, 
[saying] : “May this prove acceptable to Bhuvah !” [Bhuvah 
Shvaha.] [The Yajus in that case] by its essence and majesty 
corrects all the improprieties of the Yajna, as far as they relate 
to the Yajur hymns. 

6. Now, should any Saraa hymn happen to be misused, he 
should offer an oblation to the iiihavaniyafire [saying] : May 
this prove acceptable to Sva.^^ [Sva Shvaha.] [The.Samain 
case] by its essence and majesty corrects all the improprieties 
of the Yajna, as far they relate to the Sama hymns. 

7. As gold is corrected by borax, and silver by gold, and 
tin by silver, and lead by tin, and iron by lead, and wood by 
iron or leather, 

8. So doth the majesty of these regions, these gods and of 
these three systems of knowledge, correct the improprieties 
of the sacrifice. That sacrifice becomes efficacious of which 
the Brahma is conscieut of all this. 

9. That sacrifice slopeth to the north-?^ of which the Brahma 
knoweth all this. With reference to the Brahma who knoweth 
all this there is this verse [extant] : Whenever any flaw hap- 
peneth in a ceremony [this knowledge of the Brahrad] setteth 
every thing to right.^^ 

10. Such a willing Brahmd is verily the chief priest. Like 
as warriors are defended by their mares, f so doth such a 


* i. e. it preparetb the way to the attainment of knov^ledge. The way of the 
jnani is ca\kd UHaramdrffa, or the ** northern passage/’and that which slopes 
towards it necessarily makes that passage easy of acquisition. 

t It is a common notion with Oriental warriors that in speed, bottom and 
courage, mares are superior to horses, and that in the battle field the former exert 
tieir utmost, often at the risk of their own lives, for the preservation of their riders. 
It is on this account that the Mabratta cavalry is invariably supplied with mares. 
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Mwing Brahma preserve the sacrifice, its institutor, and all 
the officiating priests. Therefore, of a truth, such knowing 
Brahmas should perform ceremonies and not those who know 
not—not those who know not [their duty]. 


FIFTH CHAPTER 


Section I. 

1. Om! Verily he becomes the eldest and greatest who 
knows the Eldest and Greatest (jesta-srestha.) Life is verily 
the Eldest and Greatest. 

2. He who knows that which is the Envelope [of the world; 
Basistha] becomes the protector of his people. Speech is verily 
the Envelope. 

3. Verily, he becomes firmly placed in this and the next 
world who knows the Steady [Pratisfha.] Verily vision is the 
Steady. 

4. He who knows the Sam pat [fortune,] obtains what¬ 
ever is desirable in this or the other world. Audition is verily 
the Sampat. 

5. He who knows the Receptacle [Ayatana] verily becomes 
the receptacle of his people. The mind is verily the Receptacle. 


2. “ Basishtha” the envelope or cover of this world, from Vasa 

or wealthy, from Basu weiJth. Speech is described as the Envelope, 
because it comprehends all; or Wealthy because wealth may be earned 
by it. 

3. Vision is the chief agent through which the nature of high and 
low grounds are ascertained, and therefore it is described as the Steady. 

4. Through the ears the Vedas are heard, and through the know¬ 
ledge thereby acquired, men attain to prosperity, hence is audition call¬ 
ed the Sampat. 

5. The mind being the receptacle of all our knowledge. 
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G.* Now, these organs of sense quarrelled about their 
[respective] superiority, each proclaiming: am the chief; I 

am the chief/^ 

7. They, the organs, repaired to the Patriarch Prajapati and 
enquired : ^^Lord, which of us is the chief Unto tlicm said 
he : Of you, he, whose departure makes the body to appear 
as worthless, is the chief/^ 

8. Of a truth, Speech departed [from the body] ; it returned 
after a yearns absence and said [to the other organs] : IIow did 
ye survive my separation In the same way/^ replied they, 
^^iii which the dumb, without speaking, breathes through [the 
agency of] his life, sceth by his eyes, heareth by his ears, and 
reflecteth in his mind/.^ Speech resumed his place. 

9. Verily, Vision departed [from the body] ; it returned after 
a yearns absence and enquired [of the other organs] : IIow did 
ye survive my separationIn the same way,^^ replied they, ‘'in 
which the blind, without seeing, breathes through [the agency 
of] his life, speaketh through the organs of speech, heareth by 
his ears, and reflecteth in his mind.^^ Vision resumed his place. 

10. Of a truth, xVudition departed [from the body] ; it re¬ 
turned after a year’s absence and enquired [of the other organs] : 

How did ye survive my separation?” “In the same way,” 
replied they, “in which the deaf, without hearing, breathes 
through [the agency of] his life, speaketh through the organs of 
spcecli, seeth by his eyes, and reflecteth in his mind.” Audition 
resumed his place. 

11. Of a truth Mind departed [from the body] ; it returned 
after a year’s absence and enquired [of the other organs :] “How 
did ye survive my separation?” “In the same way,” replied tliey, 

in which an infant, without possessing the power of reflection, 
breathes through [the agency] of his life, speaketh through the 
organs of speech, seeth by his eyes, aiul licareth by his ears.” 
Mind resumed his place. 

12. Next verily did Life attempt to depart; and in llio 

* Tlicre is on error in the numbering of this verse in the San^kritu text. 
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very attempt^ as a mighty charger, wlicu whipped, plucks out 
from their places all the pegs to which its feet may be tied, 
did it dislodge all the organs of sense. They approached it and 
said : ^^Lord, remain in thy place; thou art the greatest of us 
all; pray, depart not.^^ 

13. Next of a truth Speech said unto it [Life] : ^‘Tlie qua¬ 
lity of enveloping all, which belongeth to me, is due to thee/^ 
Then did Vision say unto it: The quality of steadiness, which 
belongeth to me, is due to thee.^^ 

14. Then did Audition say unto it: ^^The quality of being 
fortunate, which belongeth to me, is due to thee.^^ Then 
did Mind say unto it: ‘^the quality of containing all, which 
belongeth to me, is due to thee.^^ 

15. Verily neither speech, nor vision, nor audition, nor 
mind is worthy of its name. Those functions all belong to life; 
from life proceedeth all.* 


Section II. 

1. Of a truth it [life] enquired: What should be my food 
They replied: whatever is food for beasts and birdsf is meet 
food for thee.^^ Therefore, verily all that is eatable belongeth 
to life; hence ana [exertion] is its self-evident name. For 
him who knowetli this, verily there is nothing that is not appro¬ 
priate food. 

2. Of a truth it enquired : What shall be my raiment?’^ 

Water replied they. Hence people at their meals begin 

and end with water.| It [always] obtains its raiment; it never 
remains naked.§ 

♦ S'aukara takes great pains to explain to bis readers that the parable of the life 
and the organs of sense, is intended to illustrate the superiority of life over the 
other organs, and that in reality there never was any departure or dispute of the 
kind. We think, he might have spared himself tl>e trouble without the danger of 
any body being led astray. The similarity of the tale to the story of the belly 
and the members need scarcely be noted. 

t Literally, dogs and vultures. 

X This refers to the formal washing of tlie mouth at tlie beginning and at the 
end of meals prescribed by tlie Smritis (^cliainana) and does not enjoin any especiai 
drinking or washing, says S'ankara. § Freely translated. 


# 
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3. Satyakama son of Jahala, having explained the above 
to Gos'ruti son of Vyaghrapada, said: ^^Were you to explain 
this to the withered stump of a tree, it would shoot forth 
new leaves and branchcs.^^ 

4. Now, should any body wish for greatness, having observ¬ 
ed the usual restrictions on the day of the new moon, he 
should, on the night of the full moon, husk [the seeds of] all 
[such] annuals [as are available in or about a town] ; beat the 
same with curds and honey, then pour [a spoonful of] the 
mixture into the fire in lieu of clarified butter, saying : May 
this prove acceptable to the eldest and greatest (Jyest’[iuya 
S'resf haya swahah)and preserve in the mixing pot whatever 
might remain in the oblation spoon. 

5. Then offering an oblation to the fire with the mixture in 
lieu of clarified butter, saying: '' May this prove acceptable to 
VasistMia:’" (Vasist’haya swahah) he should preserve in the 
mixing pot, whatever might remain in the oblation spoon. 
Then offering an oblation to the fire with it in lieu of clarified 
butter, saying: ^^May this prove acceptable to Pratisht’hiV^ 
(Pratist’haya swahah), he should preserve in the mixing pot 
whatever might remain in the oblation spoon. Then offering 
ini oblation to the fire wdth it in lieu of clarified butter, saying: 

May this prove acceptable to Sampat,^^ (Sampadeh swahah) 
he should preserve in the mixing pot whatever might remain 
in the oblation spoon. Then offering an oblation to the fire w ith 
it in lieu of clarified butter, saying: May this prove acceptable 
to iVyatana,^^ (A^yatanaya swahiih,) he should preserve in the 
^nixing pot whatever might remain in the oblation spoon. 

6. Next, approaching the fire and taking the [the remains 
of the] mixture in his joined hands, he should slowly repeat: 
^‘Thy name is ama ! All this abide by him ! lie is the eldest, 
the greatest, the king of all, the lord of all! May he make 
me the eldest and greatest, and bestow on me kingdoms and 
ompires! I shall become every tiling!'^ 

7. Then >vhile repeating the verse: long for the best 
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ami all-sustaiuing food of that god, [wlio is] the prime cause 
of all, [that we may] quickly meditate on [the soul of] that 
adorable [being],”* he should take a mouthful at the end of 
every foot [of the verse] and drink the residue at the end. 

8. Then washing the vessel in which the offering was kept 
which is shaped like a kansa (a musical instrument) or a 
chamasa (spoon), he should lie down on a deer skin, or on 
the ground behind the fire, without speaking and careful 
so as to avoid dreaming. Should he in such a state dream of 
women, he may know that his sacrifice has proved fruitful. 

9. Hence is the verse: “ Whenever in course of the per¬ 
formance of a ceremony the performer with some worldly ob¬ 
ject in view, dreameth of women he should rest assured fioni 
the dream—verily from that dream—that the ceremony has 
proved fruitful.” 




Section III. 

1. Of a truth, Setaketu Aruneyaf repaired to the court 
[of the king] of Pancluila. Unto him said Pravahana Jai- 
vali:J “Boy, has thy father given thee instruction?” “ Ves, 
Sir, he has,” replied he. 

2. [Jaivali enquired]: Know ye where men rise to from this 
earth ?” No, Sir,” [replied he]. Know ye how they return ?” 
“No, Sir,” [replied he]. “ Know ye where the Ueva Yana, and 
the Pitri Ydna divide?” “ No, Sir,” [replied he]. 

3. “ Know ye why yonder region [where men rise to after 

death,] does not fill up ?” “ No, Sir,” [replied he]. “ Know 

ye why the fluids of the fifth oblation are called Purusha ?” 
“No, Sir,” [I know not, replied he]. 

* The following are the words of the verse arranged in feet; 

“ Of that prime cause of all, the sun, we long" (a mouthful). 

*' We the god's food" (ditto), 

“ Beat and all-gustainiiig" (ditto). 

“ Quickly we meditate on the adorable" (the remainder of the mixture). 

t Aruneya grandson of Aruni. 

X The king, son of Jivala, a kshetriya. 
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4. ‘‘ How came you tlicu to say that you have got iustruc- 
tion? how can you say he is instructed who knoweth not [what 
I have enquired] He [the boy] returned sorrowfully to his 
parent and said : Verily^ without giving me instruction, lord, 
you said that you have. 

5. That wretched king asked me five questions, and I 
could not answer even one of them.^^ He [the father] said, I 
know not the reply to even one of the questions you have put 
to me; had I known them why should I have refused thee?^^ 

6. He [the father] of the Gautama gotra repaired to the 
house of the king. On his arrival, the king performed the 
duties of hospitality. In the morning he [of the Gautama 
gotra] appeared in the king’s court. Unto him said [the king] : 

O Gautama, ask for what you think to be the best of all 
worldly objects.” He replied: Let those worldly objects 
remain with thee, [I seek them not] : O king, explain unto me 
what you asked of my son.” 

7. He [the king] was afflicted; he ordered him, saying: 

Remain with me for a time.” He [also] said: Since you have 

thus enquired, and inasmuch as no Brahman ever knew it 
before, hence of all people in the world, the Kshetrias alouo 


7. “ He,” the king, “ was afflicted” by the idea how lie could 

impart the sacred knowledge to the Brahman. But knowing that they 
should not be refused a favour and that he should instruct the applicant 
in due course, he ordered him to remain by him, and in order to ask 
pardon for the cause of his refusal and delay by explaining his object, 
said to him, Although all learning belongs to Brahmans, since you have 
acknowledged your want of information, by the interrogatory, Relate 
.^nto me” the nature of that knowledge ; listen to what I have to say. It 
is a well-known fact that heretofore Brahmans knew nothing of this 
subject, nor were they guided by this knowledge ; the Kshetria 
race alone, in this world, are its professors ; hitherto . it has been 
preserved among them from generation to generation. I shall relate 
now unto you, and henceforward it will remain with the Brahmans. 
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have the right of imparting instruction on this subject/^ 
further continued :* 



He 


Section IV.f 

1. Verily, O Gautama, yonder region is fire; of that fire 
the sun is the fuel, the light of the sun is its smoke, the days are 
its flame, the moon is its charcoal, and the stars are its sciutila- 
tions. 

2. On that fire the Devas oft'er their faith in oblation; 
therefrom proceedeth the Soma rajii.J 


Section V. 

1. Gautama,Parjannya§ is verily fire, the wind is its fuel, 
the cloud is its smoke, the lightning its flame, the thunderbolt 
its charcoal, and the rolling of clouds its scintilations. 

2. that fire the Devas offer the Soma raja in^blation, 
and therefrom proceedeth rain. 

* Considering that the Brahmans have been tlie sole repositories of the sacred 
writings of the Hindus for more than three thousand years, the existence of this verse, 
so prejudicial to the interest and dignity of the priestly caste, speaks volumes in 
favour of the authenticity of the Chhandogya Upanishad. If any liberty had 
been taken, it is hard to suppose, that the Brahmans would have spared a verse 
which ascribes the origin of the most important element of the Vedic theology, its 
dispensation of a future state, to their rivals the Kslietries. It would seem from it 
that the religion of the Brahmans once included only the ceremonials and sacrifices 
of the Veda and omitted its metaphysics ; accordingly we hear in the mantra Varna : 
** the Brahmans represent the One as many Agni, Yuma, Mataris'va, &c." 

The subject is of great importance and deserves further enquiry. 

t This and the next six sections allegorically describe the concatenation of 
natural causes which, according to the expounder, produces the creation. 

{ Sankara explains the Devas to mean the human organs of vision, audition, &c. 
and the Somaraja tlie form which performers and inslitutors of sacrifn^es assume 
after death. 

§ Pai jannya is described, by Sunkura, as the presiding deity of rain aud the Pur^nas 
identify him with ludru. 





Section VI. 

1. O Gautama, the cartli is verily fire, the year is its fuel, 
the sky its smoke, the night its flame, the quarters are its char¬ 
coal, and the intermediate quarters its scintilations. 

2. On that fire, the Devas offer the rain in oblation, thence 
proceedetli aliment. 


Section VII. 

1. "'O Gautama, man is verily fire; of that fire speech is 
the fuel, breath is the smoke, the tongue is the flame, the eyes 
are charcoal and the ears scintilations. 

2. On that fire, the Devas offer the aliment in oblation, 
whence procccdeth productive power. 


Section VIII. 

1. O Gautama, woman is verily fire. 

****** :|c 

2. ^^On that fire the Devas offer their productive power in 
oblation, thence followeth conception. 


Section IX. 

1. '^Tliis [is the reply] to [your query] ^ Why is the water 
of tlie fifth oblation called Purusha.^ The being [thus origi¬ 
nated] after lying in the amnion for about ten months takes 
bis birth. 

2. After birth he lives to the end of the alloted period of 
bis life.* On his death and transition to a hereafter,f his sons 
carry his corpse away for consignment to the fire, whence he 
Caine and was born.J 

Jdvaddt/tisham. The period he is destined to live through tlft effect of his 
Actions in a former life. 

t i. e. the place of his reward and punishment. 

t His birth having proceeded from the aforesaid oblations to the several fires. 
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Section X. 

1. “Of them [men so created] those Mdio hnow this [origin 
of the Purusha] and those who worship God with faith and 
penance, in a desert, repair after death to [the regent of] light 
[Archi] ; thence to [that of] the day [Aha], thence to [that of] 
the light half of the moon, thence to [that of] the six months 
during which the sun has a northern declination [Uttarayana], 


1. To the query, “Know ye where men rise to from this earth ?” 
an answer is now accorded. “ Of them,” i, e. of the men inhabiting 
this region, i. e. householders haring the right to study this subject; 

“ those who know this i. e. know the relation of the five fires ; their 
birth successively from the several fires, such as the sky, &c. and 
that they are the type of the fire, and that the five fires constitute 
their souls. “ Uow do yoti deduce from the expression : ‘ Those who 
know this,’- “that .'the parties should be householders and none 
else?” Because it is [immediately after] said, that those householders 
who know this not, and are devoted cxelusively to sacrifices, dedica¬ 
tions of tanks, &c. and charity, go to the region of the moon by a 
darksome path, &c: and that those who live in deserts, such as sages 
and hermits, who discharge their religious duties by faith and penance, 
like unto those who know this, go by the path of light, &c. (Archi) 
the only remaining class is the [conscient] householder, and conse¬ 
quently it is to'him that the verse alludes. 

. Jr • * ■ * * * * 

The means of transition and the kind of immortality assigned to the 
householder coniawiof his relation to the fire, ^c. and to the dwellers 
of the forest have been declared to be the same. It follows therefore that 
knowledge with reference to the latter is redundant, and yet the S'ruti is 
opposed [to such a deduction, for we hear;] “ Neither the pci formers 
of sacrifice nor the Ignorant hermit attain to that [immortality].” (The 
).assn;'e) : “ He [the Deity] supports not in immortality those who know 
hi'M not,” would also be against it. No, such would not be the case, the 
object of the expression “ immortality” ) [in such phrases] being 

a temporary existence lasting only to the period of the destruction of 
the eai'tli.- Thus say the expounders of the Purunas : “ Immortality 
nieuns, the period to the destruction of the earth.” The passages 





}A\mSTff 



Fifth Chapter, Section X. 


.Sl 


Thence to [that of] the year; thence to [that of] the 
sun; thence to [that of] the moon; and thence to [that of] the 


“ The performers of ceremony attain not to that ** He supports 
not in immortality those who know him notapply to extreme or fiiiaE 
immortality ; therefore there is no inconsistency. 

You cannot say that the passages—“They come not here again:” 
“They pass not again through this mundane transmigration:” would 
be opposed to such a deduction ; because of the terms, “ this mundane,” 
and “ to this” [which at once indicate the true meaning]. If there were 
no return at all, the terms, “ This mundane” and “ to this” would be 
useless. Nor can you say that those terms are mere expletives, for the 
expression “no return” implies an absolute negation of 

return, and to apprehend from it any chance of return is absurd ; 
for the sake of the words “this” and “ to this” ajreturn 

somewhere must be assumed. 

It is not to be believed that those who rely on the truth of the 
maxims : “ (God is) truth :” “ [He is] one without a second :” have 
any transition by the meridional path, (The path of light afore¬ 
said) ; since there are a hundred passages [to the effect that such 
people] “becoming Brahma, obtains Brahma;” “therefore they are 
become every thing;” “Their animal powers never depart;”“ Even 
here they merge into the Deity.” Why not suppose that the mean¬ 
ing of such passages is that at the time of transition from this 
earth the animal powers depart not from the soul, but go together 
with it ? No; You cannot. Because that would be opposed to the text: 
“ Even here they merge into the Deity.” The departure of the soul be¬ 
ing evident from the passage : “ All the vital airs follow [the soul] 
it is not to be suspected that they ever depart from it. May it not be 
that because the course of the liberated (^T^) is different from that 
of other people, and it may be doubted whether in his case, the vital 
airs depart with the soul or not, this passage [definitively] settles [the 
point by the words] “ Therefore they depart not ?” We say in reply, 
that in that case the text: “ even here they merge into the Deity” 
becomes absurd; for taken apart from the vital airs, the soul cannot 
be said to have any motion or even individuality,* the soul being 

* Jivaiva, nature of a being ; the soul as possessed of motion and sensation. 
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ightning; tlieuce au inhuman being takes them to [the region 
of] Brahma. This is the way to the gods \_Deva Fa/^a.]* 

3. ‘^Now those villagers who accomplish their religious 
duties by the performance of sacrifices (ishta), by the dedica¬ 
tion of tanks, wells, halting-places, &c. (purta), and by charity 


formless and all*pervading. Its association with those airs causes its 
individuality like sparks from a fire (which owe their individuality to 
inflammable particles and not to any inherent individuality of their 
own) ; consequently you cannot assign to it any individuality or motion 
when apart from them. Thereof the Svwix itself affords sufficient 
proof. 

You cannot assume that a particle of the Universal Soul (lit. sat or 
truth) breaking off from it,' becomes the individual soul, and that it 
again penetrates through that Universal Soul.t lienee the passage, 

thereby [by the meridional path or an imaginary foramen on the crown 
of the head] coming above, he obtains immortality” implies that the 
transition of those who adore the Brahma as possessed of attributes, 
takes place through the artery (^tf^) called Susumna, and that their 
immortality is only comparative and not absolute, “ In that (region) there 
is a city unassailable by all othersThere is an exhilarating ricy 
lake,”—and such like passages being the adjectives to their Bramha 
loka, (region of Brahma of the Brahmach^ris.) From these arguments 
it is evident that those householders who know the five fires, the in¬ 
habitants of forests such as Vauaprastha, (ascetics) and the Parivrajakas 
(mendicants) including those Brahrnach^ris who observe the rules of 
their order all life through—men who fulfil their religious obligations, 
by reliance on the dictates of the «fistra and by penance,—as also those 
who, according to another (Sriiti, adore the truthful Braraha Iliranya^ 
garbha, are the people who “ attain to Archi,” (light) that is the pre¬ 
siding deity of Archi, and the other regions described in the text 
and not the adorer of Brahma without attributes [whose reward is im¬ 
mediate emancipation.] 

♦ Vide ante, p. 77. 

t For tccording.to tbe Srnti: ** It is without parts ; It is without action : U 
is aU tranquil, «tc.»’—^'nando^ir/. 
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beyond the boundary of the altar (datta), are borne, after death, 
to [the regent of] darkness [dhiima.] From [the regent of ] dark¬ 
ness [they proceed] to [that of] the night; from [that of] ttie 
night to [that of] the dark fortnight; from the dark fortnight 
to [that of] the six months during which the sun has a south¬ 
ern declination; from the six months of the winter solstice 
they attain not the year ; 

4. [But] thence [they go] to [the region of] the Pitris; 
from [the region of] the Pitris [they go] to the sky, and from 
the sky to the moon. That moon is. the king Soma. They are 
the food of the gods. The gods do eat them. 

5. After remaining there for such time as the effects of 
their actions last, they return by the road to be prescribed, i. c. 
thence to the sky, and from the sky to the wind; after becom- 

wind they become smoke, and from the smoke the scatteied 
cloud is formed, 

6. From the scattered cloud proceeds condensed or rain- 
ino' cloud, which rains. From that proceed rice, corn, annuals, 


4. Since the lunar sphere [lit. moon] itself is the food of th(^ Devas, 
those who attain to that region, becoming a part thereof, must 
likewise be their food. If then by the performance of ceremony men 
become the food of gods, such ceremonies are sources of mischief ? No, 
there is no mischief in that. The object of the expression is to 
indicate that they become dependant, for the gods eat not by putting 
things in their mouth. They only become the dependants of the 
gods, such .as are wives, servants and domestic animals. We seethe 
word (anna) food used to express dependants ; thus “ siriyo annairC^ 
[the wife is a dependant] ; annam'' [domestic animals are 

dependants] ; “ visa annavi rajuam^' [the vasya is a dependant of the 
king.] And inasmuch as wives, servants, and domestic animals, 
notwithstanding their being intended for the enjoyment of others, 
are not without enjoyment of their own, so the performers of ceremo¬ 
nies, notwithstanding their destination for t^^e gratilication-of the gods, 
have some enjoyment for tliemselves. 

N 2 










trees, sessamum, lentils and the like. Now, verily it is dKTi- 
calt to descend therefrom.* Those who eat rice and procreate, be¬ 
come manifold. 


7. Thereof be, whose conduct is good, quickly attains to 
some good existence, such as that of a Brahmana, a Kshetriya 
or a Vaisya. Next, he who is viciously disposed, soon assumes 
the form of some inferior creature; such as that of a dog, a hog, 
or a Chandala. 

8. Now, those who have not come to either of these two 
ways— become small creatures of repeated birth. They are 
born and they die. This is the third place or ^ receptacle.^ This 
is the reason why the place [where men go to after death] 
filleth not. This is the reason why [this career] should be de¬ 
tested : thereof is the verse : 

9. The robber of gold, the drunkard who drinks spirit, the 
defiler of his master’s bed, and the murderer of a Briihman, are 
debased and filthy, and fifthly, so is he who associates with these 
four.” 

10. Now, he, who thus knoweth the five fires, never be¬ 
comes affected by sin, oven if he associate with these vicious 
people. He remaineth pure and holy and of virtuous region, 
who knoweth— verily who knoweth— this. 

Secttox XI. 

1. Prachina, 9 ala son of Upamanyu, Satyayajna son of Pii- 
lusha, Inclradyumua son of Bhallaba, Jana son of Scirkardksha, 
and Biulila son of As\ataras'a were great householders and 
knowers of the Veda. They met together and discussed : 

Which is our soul and which is Brahma?” 

2. [Being unable to come to a conclusion] : They decided, 
^'Let us go to Uddalaka son of Arnni, who has lately learned 
of the soul Vais' vanara.” They repaired to him. 

3. Of a trut h he [Uddiilaka] resolved [in his mind] ; These 
great householders and^cnowers of the Veda will question me, 

• It is not distinct whether the desrent is to be from the cloud or from the rice, &c. 




but I shall not be able to explain all their queries, I should 
therefore point out to them some other tutor/^ 


4. He said to them : Sirs, Let us go to As'vvapati, son of 
Kekaya, who hath lately learned of the soul Vais'wauara/^ Of 
a truth they went to him, 

5. He [As'wapati] caused [his dependants] to receive them 
with due respect. On the morrow, appearing before them, [and 
offering some wealth] he [asked them to accept thereof, but 
being refused and thinking that he had committed some fault] 
said : There is no thief in my kingdom, nor misers, nor 
drunkards, nor neglecters of the household fire, nor ignorant 
people, nor adulterers much less adulteresses,^^ and [on being 
told that they sought not wealth, thinking that they refused, 
because his offering was insufficient,] continued : "‘Venerable 
Sirs, I wish to perform a sacrifice, and at that sacrifice the 
allowance of an officiating priest shall be offered to each of 
you. Remain with me Sirs [for a time] 

6. They replied: "" Give that to your guests what they seek : 
you know of the soul Vais'wanara, explaiu that unto us.” 

7. He answered them : "" I shall tell you [about it] to-mor¬ 
row morning.” On the morrow they came to him, bringing the 
usual sacrificial woods with them. Without investing them 
with the Brahmanical thread, he said : 


Section XII. 

1. ""O Aupamanyava, to which soul do you offer your 
adorations ?”* "‘To the heaven [diva], O king, O Lord:” [re¬ 
plied he.] "" The soul,” returned the first, "" whom you adore 
is verily the glory [Suteja] of the Universal Soul (Vais wanara,) 
hence it is that the juice of the moon plant is seen to be well 
and fullyt expressed in your family ; 

* Lit. What soul do you adore. 

t Prasuta from pra “ well,'' and suta the moon plant, and Asuia from ang 
“full" “complete” and suta. The first tennis applied to the expression of 
the juice for an occasional, the latter for the daily, sacrifice. 
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2. And you consume food [with good appetite] and be¬ 
hold dear objects,* [for] he consuraeth food [with good appe¬ 
tite] and beholdeth dear objects, and his race becomes pos¬ 
sessed of Vedic glory, who thus adoreth the soul Vais'vanara. 
[The heaven] is verily the head of that Soul. Your head 
would [however] have fallen off [thy neck,] had you not come 
unto rae/^t 


Section XIII. 

1. He next addressed Satyayajna son of Pulusha, saying ; 

O chief, J to which soul do you offer your adorations To 

the sun, O Lord, O Uing^^ [replied he. Aswapati] said, ^^The 
soul, whpm you adore, is the all-pervading form [Vis'varupa] 
of the Universal Soul; hence many forms (conveniencies) are 
seen in your family 

2. Mules yoked to carts, follow you; [even] your maids 
are adorned with necklaces; you consume food [with good appe¬ 
tite] and behold dear objects; (for) he consumeth [well his] 
food, and beholdeth dear objects, and his race becomes possess¬ 
ed of Vedic glory, who thus adoreth the Universal Soul. The 
sun is the eye of that Soul. You would have [however] be¬ 
come blind had you not come unto me/^ 


Section XIV. 

He then said to Indradurana Bhdllaveya; descendant 
of Byftghrap4da ! to which soul do you offer your adora¬ 
tions To the winds, O Lord, O king [replied he. Aswa¬ 
pati] said : The soul whom you adore is [one of] the various 
courses [prithakvartmfi] of the Universal Soul; hence various 
armies submit to you, and varied trains of chariots follow you, 

♦ i. e. Your descendants don't die before yon. 

t The heaven being only a part, should not be adored as the Universal Soal 
itself 5 those who adore it as such are Liable to the punishment aforesaid j so on 
of the following aeetions. A'nthidar/iri.* 

X Lit. Worthy of being reckoned as the first. 




Fifth Chapter. Section XVI. 

2. And you consume food (with good appetite) and behold 
dear objects (for) he consumeth [well his] food and beholdeth 
dear objects, and his race becomes possessed of Vedic glory, 
who thus adoreth the Universal Soul. The wind is the breath 
of that Soul. Your breath would have [however] passed from 
you, had you not come unto me.” 


Section XV. 

1. He then said to Jana, “O Sarkarakshya, to which 
soul do you offer your adorations ?” “ To the sky, O Lord, O 
king: [replied he. Aswapati] said, “ The soul, whom you 
adore is the multiform manifestation [Vahnla] of the Universal 
Soul, hence are you full of wealth and tenants ; 

2. And hence do you consume food [with good appetite] 
and behold dear objects ; for he consumeth [well his] food and 
beholdeth dear objects, and his race becomes possessed of 
Vedic glory, who thus adoreth the Universal Soul. The sky is 
the trunk of that Soul. Had you not [however] come unto 
me, thy trunk would have dried up.” 




Section XVI. 

1. He then said to Budila Aswataraswa, “ O Byilghra- 
pada, to which soul do you offer your adorations ?” “ To 
water, O Lord, O king,” [replied he. Aswapati] said: « The 
soul whom you adore is the wealth [rayi] of the Universal 
Soul; hence are you wealthy and healthy, 

2. And hence do you consume food (with a good appetite) 

and behold dear objects; [for] he consumeth [well his] food 
and beholdeth dear objects, and his race becomes possessed of 
Vedic glory who thus adoreth the Universal Soul. The water 
is the pelvic region of that soul. Had you not [however] come 
to me, your pelvic region would have been severed from vour 
body.” * 







Section XVIT. 


1. He then said to Uddalaka Aruni, O Gautama, to which 
soul do you offer your adorations To the earth, O kiug, 
O Lord:^^- [replied he. Aswapati] said, the soul whom 
you adore is the feet of the Universal Soul, hence are you well 
established in descendants and cattle. 

2. And hence do you consume food [with a good appe¬ 
tite] and behold dear objects; [for] he consumeth [well his] 
food and beholdeth dear objects, and his race becomes possess¬ 
ed of Vedic glory, who thus adoreth the Universal Soul. The 
earth is the feet of that Soul. Had you not [however] come 
to me your feet would have lost their euergy.^^ 


Section XVIIL 

1. Next, addressing them all, he said, You consume 
food, knowing the Universal Soul to be many; but he, who 
adoreth that Universal Soul* which pervadeth the heaven and 
the earth,t and is the principal object indicated by [the pro¬ 
noun] I, consumeth food every where and in all regions, in every 
form and in every faculty. 

2- Verily of that All-pervading Soul, the heaven is the 
head, the sun is the eye, the wind is the breath, the sky is the 
trunk, the moon is the fundament, and the earth is the feet. 
The altar is His breast, the sacrificial grass constitutes the hair 

• In Sanakrita according to S'ankara, may mean, he who 

ordains (nayati) the rewards and punishment due to the virtue and vice of all man¬ 
kind (biswin), or he who is the soul of creation viswa and nara, or he whom all 
mankind reckon as their soul. The lexicographical meaning of the word is fire, 
that however is not the object alluded to in the text. 

f He whose extension is the span between the heaven and the earth, or 

whom the Shustra describes detail as extending from the 

heaven to the earth. 



Fifth Chapter* Sectio7i XX. 



of His body, the household or Garhapatya fire forms His heart, 
the Annaharya-pachana fire forms His mind, aud the ALhavaniya 
fire His face.* 


Section XIX. 

1. Therein, whatever food is first brought, that forms the 
first oblation. He (the wise) who knows it, the first mouthful, 
to be the first oblation, should oflTer it with the words, I offer 
it to Prana^^ [Pranaya swahah]. Life (Prana) is thereby satisfied. 

3. By the satisfaction of Pr^na vision is satisfied ; by the 
satisfaction of vision the sun is satisfied; by the satisfaction 
of the sun the heaven is satisfied; by the satisfaction of the 
heaven whatever depends upon the sun and the heaven is 
satisfied; through its satisfaction [the performer of the sa¬ 
crifice] is satisfied with [the possession of] descendants, cattle, 
food, splendour aud Vedaic glory. 


Section XX. 

1. Now, that which is the second oblation should be 
offered with [the words] offer this to Vyana/^ [Vy^inSya 
swahah]. Thereby is Vyana satisfied. 

2. By the satisfaction of Vyana audition is satisfied ; by 
the satisfaction of audition the moon is satisfied ; by the satis- 
faction of the moon the quarters are satisfied ; by the satisfac¬ 
tion of the quarters whatever depends upon the moon and the 


♦ The soul is assumod to be the sum total of five vital airs, wliich support 
the body;—the pneuma (rvew/xa) of the Greek philosophers, they are Praaa or 
breath, Vyfiiia or the air (lifTuscd all over the body, Apdna the flatus in the lower 
intcsthics, Samfiua or the air essential to digestion, and ITdaiia or that whieh 
rises up the throat and pusses into the head. 
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quarters is satisfied; through its satisfaction [the perforiuei 
of the sacrifice] is satisfied with [the possession of] descendauts, 
cattle, food, splendour and Vedaic glory. 


Section XXI. 

1. “ Now that which is the third oblation should he offered 

with [the words] “I offer this to Apana” [Apaudya swahah]. 
Thereby is Apdna satisfied. » 

2. “ By the satisfaction of Apdna speech is satisfied; by the 
satisfaction of speech Agni is satisfied; by the satisfaction of 
Agni the earth is satisfied; by the satisfaction of the earth 
whatever depends upon the earth and Agni is satisfied; through 
its satisfaction [the performer of the sacrifice] is satisfied with 
[the possession of] descendants, cattle, food, splendour, and 
Vedaic glory. 


Section XXII. 

1, “ Now that which is the fourth oblation should he offered 
with [the words] “ I offer this to Samdna,” [Samaudya swahdh]. 
Thereby is Samdua satisfied. 

2. “ By the satisfaction of Samdna the mind is satisfied; 
by the satisfaction of the mind the cloud is satisfied ; by the 
satisfaction of the cloud the lightning is satisfied; by the satis- 
faction of the lightning whatever depends upon the lightning 
and the cloud is satisfied; through its satisfaction [the per- 
former of the sacrifice] is satisfied with [the possession of] 
descendants, cattle, food, splendour and Vedaic glory. 


Section XXIII. 

]. “ Now, that which is the fifth oblation should be offered 

with [the words] ‘ I offer this to Uddua’ [Udandya swahah]. 
Thereby is Uddua satisfied. 





Fifth Chapter. Section XXIV. 

2. the satisfaction of Udaua the wiud [Vayu] is satis¬ 

fied ; by the satisfaction of the wiud the sky is satisfied; by 
the satisfaction of the sky whatever depends upon the sky 
and the wind is satisfied; through its satisfaction, [the per¬ 
former of the sacrifice] is satisfied with [the possession of] 
descendants, cattle, food, splendour and Vedaic glory. 




Section XXIV. 

1. lie, who without knowing this, performs a fire—sacri¬ 
fice, [has the same reward as he] who, forsaking burning coals, 
pours his oblation upon ashes. 

2. ''Next, with regard to him who knowing this p(5rforms a 
fire-sacrifice, the sacrifice is complete every where and in every 
region, in every form and in every faculty [of the body]. 

3. As reed-tops when cast on fire [readily] burn to ashes, 
so do the sins of him who, knowing all this, performs a fire- 
sacrifice. 

4. Therefore verily, were he, who knows this, to offer the 
remnant of his food [even] to a Chandala, he would effect an 
offering to the All-pervading Soul: therefore is the verse : 

5. "As in common life, hungry children look up to their 
mothers, so do all creatures look up to the fire-sacrifice {Affni 
kotra )—verily they look up to the fire-sacrifice.^^ 
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SIXTH CHAPTER. 

Section I. 

1. Hari! Om ! Of a truth there lived Swetaketu son of 
Aruni. Unto him said his father, O Swetaketu^ [go and] 
abide as a Brahmachiin [in the house of a tutor], for verily, 
child, none of our race has neglected the Vedas* and thereby 
brought disgrace on himself.^^f 

2. Of a truth he having repaired to a tutor, on his twelfth 
year, and studied all the Vedas to the twenty-fourth year of his 
age, returned home, a vain-minded [youth], confident of his 
knowledge of the Vedas, and proud. 

3. Unto him said his father, O Swetaketu, since you are, 
child, so vain-minded, so confident of your knowledge of the 
Vedas, and so proud, have you enquired of your tutor about that 
subject which makes the unheard-of heard, the uncoiisidered 
considered, and the unsettled settled 

4. What is that subject, O Lord?^^ Verily, child, as the 
knowledge of [the nature of] a single clod of earth makes 
mauifest [the nature of] all earthen objects, [and shews] that 
the various [fictile] fabrications indicated by different words 
and names are of a truth only earth— 

5. Child, as the knowledge of [the nature of] a single 
[lump of] gold, shows that all articles of gold indicated by 
different words and names, are mere variations of form, but 
in truth gold alone— 

♦ Lit. not reading 

t Lit. Has become Brahmabaiidhu or a friend or relation of a Brahmana, but not 
himself a Bralimaija. 

The oommciitalor supposes that after this injunction Aruni must have proceeded 
on a pilgrimage, or else, being a learned man, ho would have himself taught his 
son, instead of sending him to a foreign tutor. 



6, ^^Child^as by a knowledge of the nail-cutter, all iron 
instruments are known to be modifications of that substance, 
differing only in name and words, but of a truth iron alone, 
so is the subject [I allude to.^^] 

7, Verily ray learned tutors [said Swetaketu] know it 

not. Had they known it, why should they have omitted to 
impart it to me? Lord, do you relate that Unto me Be 

it so, child,said the father. 


Section II. 

1. Before, O child, this was a mere state of being* * (sat) , 
one only, without a second. Thereof verily others say: ^Befo re 


1. Sat, is that substance which is mere being or existence ; it is in¬ 
visible (i;i^),indistinct,all-pervading,one only,without defect, without 
members, knowledge itself, and that which is indicated by all the 
Vedantas. The word eva, ‘ mere,’ is used to make the declaration 
positive. But what does it make positive? We say in reply that this 
world, which we see with its name and form, full of actions and muta¬ 
tions, was [at one time in a state of] mere being, and this assertion is 
made positive by the connexion of eva with the word “ it was,” dsit. 

* The use of the word existence would have perhaps obviated the necessity of 
the periphi^asis—** a state of being but existence (ex sisterej according to the 
occidental metaphysicians is the actuality of essence; it is the act by which the 
essences of things are actually in rerutn beyond their causes j whereas— 

the object here is to imply a slate when things are in the objective power of their 
causes i. e. before they are produced by their causes. This state is best indioated 
by the to ov “that wliich is” of the ancients j and we have therefore used its 
English equivalent “being,” and its periphrasis—or the nearest, though not the 
most elegant, version of the Sanskrit sat. The Upanishad here enters upon the 

most important ontological question—a belief in to uv as opposed to ra Svra _in 

one and not in many fundamental principles of things, and a correct appreciation 
of the term, thoroforo, is of the utmost consequence. 





this was non-being, one alone, without a second; from that 
non-being proceeds the state of being/ 


When was the world so ? It is replied, ‘‘ before,’* i. e. anterior to tho 
time of the creation of this world. Then is tlie world not in existence 
now, which you describe was in a state of being before ? No, not so. 
Why then the qualification before ?” Even now it is in a state of 
being, and has become the object of our senses by its name, form 
and other qualifications, and is indicated by the word this;” while 
“ before,” i. e. anterior to the time of its creation, it could be indi¬ 
cated only by the word sab “ being,” and understood only by tho idea 
of being, and therefore it is said, “before this was mere being.” 

No substance can be declared before its creation to be this, of 
such a name and such a form, and yet its existence can easily 
be conceived, just as on waking from a deep sleep, one feels 
that during his sleep he was merely in existence [but bereft of all 
actions] ; so was the world in existence or in a state of being before 
its creation. Again, in this world when one observes, in the morn¬ 
ing, a potter intent on making wares with his clay, and having pas¬ 
sed the day in another village on his return in the evening, sees a 
variety of pots, pans and other wares, he says these pots and pans 
were in the morning mere clay ; so is it said [with reference to the 
world] “ this was in a state of mere being before.” 

“One alone” that is one unconnected with every thing that might 
relate to it. 

“Without a second:” in the case of a pitcher or other earthen 
vessel, there is, beside the clay, the potter, &c., who give it shape, but 
in the case of the being in question the epithet “ witliout a second” 
precludes all coadjutors or co-eflacionts. “ Without a second” (con¬ 
sequently means) that nothing else existed along with it. 

But do not tlie Vaiseahikas include every thing in the word sat, 
being ? By them both subsiances and their qualities are indicated 
by the same word sat, and we accordingly see such expressions as 
“ substance is being” [sat dravyam] qualit}^ is being” [san guua] 
“ action is being” [sat karma]. 



Sixth Chajpter. Section II. 




2. He continued : ^^but of a truths O child, how can this 
be? How can being proceed from non-being? Before, O child, 
this was only being, one only, without a second. 


It may be so at present; but the Yaiseshikas do not recognize 
that an object before its creation is in a state of being; on the con¬ 
trary they maintain the unreality* [asatwa] of objects before their 
creation, and do not wish to uphold (the doctrine) that “ the being 
one alone without a second” existed before. Hence it is evident 
that the being here indicated is other than what is indicated by the 
Yaiseshikas, particularly from the instance quoted of the clay, pot¬ 
ter, &c. 

Thereor* i. e. in this discussion about the being before creation, 
some Yaiuashikas after defining what ia substance, maintain, that 
before the creation of this world, only a non-being, or a total absence 
of every thing, alone without a second existed. The Bauddhas imagine 
a total absence of substance before creation, but do not advocate for 
any thing antagonistic to being like unto the Naijayikas, who main¬ 
tain all substance to be (double) being or reality and its opposite. 

But if the Yainasikas maintain only the absence of being before 
creation, how do they say that before creation, a non-being alone 
without a second existed,” indicating thereby its relation to time, 
number, and individuality ? 

Well, it is inconsistent in tliose who maintain the absence of 
substance [before its creation]; the belief of non-being itself is 
inconsistent, for that implies the inconsistency of the non-being of 
those who maintain such non-existence. 

But we admit his existence nosv, and deny it only before creation. 

That won’t hold good, for if there be no proof extant of the 
existence of a being before creation, the same will apply to that of 
a non-being at the same time. It may be argued that the meaning of 
a word being the image it conveys to the mind, how can you have a 

* ‘ That which did not exist before is Bubatance,’ says the author of the Tarkoh 
sangraha. I 
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3. It willed* * ' I shall multiply aud he bora/ It created 
heat.t That heat willed " I shall multiply and be born/ It 
created water.J 

Therefore wherever and whenever any body is heated or 
perspires, it is from heat that water is produced. 

4. The water willed, ^ I shall multiply and be born/ It 
created aliment. Therefore wherever and whenever rain falls, 
much aliment is produced ; verily it is from water that aliment 
is produced. 


meaning in the words “a non-being alone existed without a 
second,*’* and if there be no meaning iu the words they become 
absurd. But there is no harm iu this expression, the object 
beino^ only the exclusion of being, for being implies the image of 
existence, aud the expression “ one alone without a second” and 
“ existed” are its epithets, aud by the addition of a negation to the 
word heing all that was indicated by it is excluded. 

“Would it thence follow that whatever we see is false, as the 
impression of sualce produced by a rope ? No. Truth alone being 
conceived in different forms, we assert that such a substance as 
falsehood never and nowhere exists. 

3. The object of this chapter is to show that a knowledge of the 
whole of the Vedas proves worthless, unless accompanied by a know¬ 
ledge of the Beity. 

7. It is improper to, speak ill of one’s tutors, but the dread of being 
sent back to bis tutors, maizes. Swetaketu surmise that they knew 
not* the subject mootad.” 

* iu. He saw. toie.expression aUeshata ‘seeing’ in the case of inanimate 
lieat and water is metaphorical, Sankara* 

*(» That whieli biums, digeBts, gives light and is rod. According to Sankara 
it ia presumed'that the liitelligcnt^e first created apace, then wind and then heat, 
as described in the Taittiriya .Upunishad. 

f Tho word ap in Sanskrit U always used in the plural, but lor tlic sake of 
coneiatcncy. we have hero rotaiuod the singular form. 





Section III. 


1. “ Verily of all these living objects there are three sources, 
viz., oviparous, viviparous, and sprouting objects.* 

2. That Deity willed: ‘ entering these tliree objects devatas) 
ill the form of lifef (jivatma) 1 shall be manifest in various 
names and forms. 


2. (It may be said that) it wofild not appear consistent for a 
divine omniscient deity intelligently to wish to enter a created body, 
the receptacle of innumerable evils, and undergo the fruits thereof. 
(Nor is it consistent that,) being independent, (he should cease to be 
so) by amalgamation with a subordinato. (In reply) I admit that 
it would not be consistent if the Deity were to enter (a body) and 
undergo the sufferings individually, without any transformation. 
But such is nob the case. How so ? Because of the words “ in the 
form of life (Jivatiiui).’* Jiva (life) is but the reflection of the 
Supreme Deity. It is produced by its relation to intelligence 
(Buddhi) and other subtle elements, like the image of the sun in water 
or of a man in a looking-glass. The relation to Buddhi of that Deity 
of inscrutable and endless power and the reflection of his intelligence 
have for their instrumental cause the ignorance of his true nature; 
and from them proceed the feelings of “I am happy,” “I am suffer¬ 
ing,’* “ I am ignorant,” &c. Entering into mundane objects in the 
form of a reflection, that Deity in his own self is not involved in 
any corporeal pleasure or pain. As a human being or the sun by 
entering a mirror or water in the form of a reflection, does not 
acquire the defects of the reflecting surface, so is the case with the 
Deity. Thus in the Katiia Upanishad, “ as the sun, although the 
eye of the whole world, yet is not affected by the defects of the 
(observing) eye or of external causes, so the Soul as the inner Soul 

* Tho comraoatator osplaius why the oviparous anti other creations are made 
tlx6 sources instead of egjs, wombs and seeds, by observing thal. tho eggs, &c. 
cannot come to existence unless they proceed from tlu*ir parents, and hence the 
tr\xc sources are the parents and not their issue. 

t The form he had conceived. SiJfKlBA. 

F 
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3. I shall convert each of these three sources into a triuary 
form/* That Deity entering tlie tliree elements (clevatds) in the 
form of life manifested them ^vith (due) names and forms. 

4, Them did he convert into trinary forms. Learn from me, 
my child, how these three elements each became a trinary form. 


Section TV. 

1. The redness of Agniis due to heat, its whiteness to 
water, and its darkness to earth; lienee Agni ceases to be 
Agni.f It is nothing but a word; it is an eflcct and is nominal. 
Its three forms are alone true. 

ot all being is not affected by mundano causes, because it is beyond 
them. Chap. V. verse 11. “ Like unto space it pervades all and is 
eternal.’* Again iu the A^^jasaneyii Upanishad : “He seems as if 
reflecting as if moving.’’^ 

(It may be argued that) if life (jiva) is nothing but a word, it 
is tlien false, and what has it to do with this or a future 
world ? But there is no harm in that : truth being its essence, it is 
taken as truth. All objects in their varied names and forma are 
true when associated with the Truthful Soul, and falso when separated 
therefrom. All transformations owe their origin to words, they are 
nominal, and tho maxim is perfectly true iu the case of life. Tlie 
saying is “ as is the Deity so is the offering” (i. e. the life itself 
being but a mere reflection, its relation to the fruits of action cannot 
be more substantial.) Hence iu maintaining tho reality of ail 
actions and mutations in relation to the Soul and their unreality 
when disassociated therefrom the Tdrkikas cannot attribute any 
fault. 

♦ i. e. each to bo divided into two parts and ono of them to be subdivided into 
two parts, V iu' U are to be mixed with the halves of tho other two, so that each 
trinary f-'rni will include half of one and a qunrter of eacli of the tw’O other elo. 
ments. Sinkaba. 

t The commentator explains this by i\ very appropriate illustration. Ho says 
cloth IS an nir^^regato of thremds j remove them,and the cloth ceases to be. So Agni 
is au aggregate of throe qualities, which taken away it is nu longer existent. 

X This verse docs not occur lu the Vajasaiunu I' iianishad. 
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Sixth Chajder, Section V. 




2. ^^The redness of the Sun is due to heat, its whiteness to 
water, and its darkness to earth. Hence the sun ceases to be 
the sun. It is nothing but a word; it is an effect and is nominal. 
Its three forms are alone true. 

3. ‘^Tlie redness of the moon is due to heat, its whiteness to 
water, and its darkness to earth. Hence the moon ceases to be 
the moon. It is nothing but a word; it is an effect and is nomi¬ 
nal. Its three forms are alone true. 

4. The redness of lightning is due to heat, its whiteness to 
water, and its darkness to earth. Hence the lightning ceases to 
be lightning. It is nothing but a word; it is an effect and is 
nominal. Its three forms are alone true. 

5. Verily, knowing this the great house-holders and know- 
ers of tlie Vedas (srotrias) of yore said, ‘From this day none of 
us sliall talk of anything of wliich he has not heard, nor consi¬ 
dered, nor known; for of a truth, hence he has learnt (every 
thing.)^ 

6. ‘‘ Whatever appeared to them red, they knew to be due to 
lieat; whatever appeared to them white, tliey knew to be the 
Ibrin of water, and whatever appeared dark they attributed to 
the earth. 

7. Verily whatever appeared to be inscrutable they took to 
be a union of tliese three elements (devatas). Now of a truth 
learn from me, ray child, how every object (devaUi) becomes 
threefold in living beings. 


SliCTION V. 

1. Aliment when consumed becomes threefold; the gross 
particles liecome excrement, the middling ones flesh, and the 
fine ones the mind. 

2. “ Water when drunk becomes threefold; the gross particles 
become urine, the middling ones blood, and the (Inc. ones respi^ 
ration (prrina). 
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3. Heat, wlieri consumed,* becomes threefold; the gross 
particles become bones, the middling ones marrow, and the fine 
ones speech. , 

4. The mind, my child, is (the result of) aliment, the prana 
is (that of) water, and speech (is that of) heat.^^ ‘‘ Will it please 
my Lord to explain this again unto me.^^ Be it so, my 
child. 


Section VI. 

1. My child, when curd is churned, its fine particles which 
rise upwards, form butter. 

2. Thus, my child, when food is consumed, the fine parti¬ 
cles, which rise upwards, form the mind. 

3. Again, my child, when water is drunk, the fine particles, 
which ascend upwards, form the prana. 

4. My child, when heat* is consumed, the fine particles, 
which rise upwards, form speech. 

5. ‘‘ (Hence) verily the mind is aliment, the prjina water, 
and the speech heat.^^ Will it please my Lord to explain this 
again unto me “ Be it so, my child.'^ 


Section VIL 

1, ‘^Man, my child, is sixteen fold.f Let him not eat for 
fifteen days, but let him drink according to his desire, for life is 
formed of water, and if it be sustained thereby it will not leave 
hira.^^ 

2. Verily he (Swetaketu) did not eat for fifteen days. Then 
did he repair to the tutor and enquire, ‘‘ Sir, what shall I repeat 

^ The commentator observes that by heat boat-producing articles such ns oil 
and butter arc meant, 

t The coramontator does not explain what is meant by the epithet sixteen 
fold. The text of the Prasna however,leaves no doubt as to what is liore alluded 
to. Vide Boer’s translation p. 140. 
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now?’^ (The father said,) Do you, my child, repeat the llig, 
Yajur and Sama hymns/^ He replied, Sir, of a truth none of 
them occurs (now) to my memory/^ 

3. Unto him said the tutor, My child, when a large fire 
leaves a small remnant insignificant as (the spark of) the fire-fiy, 
it cannot consume much (fuel, if the same be at once heaped 
over it); so of your sixteen parts only one now remains, and 
therefore you remember not the Vedas. Do you go and eat 
(first) what is meet, 

4. And then will you learn from me/^ Verily, he ate, and 
then repaired to his tutor. 

5. my child, as a small remnant, insignificant as (the 
spark of) the fire-fly, of a large fire invigorated with little bits of 
hay or straw becomes powerful and able to consume much, 

6. Even so when the last single remnant of thy sixteen 
parts is invigorated with food, you are enabled to understand the 
Vedas. Verily, the mind, my child, is made of food, the prana 
of w'ater, and the speech of heat.Of a truth he understood— 
verily he understood this. 


Section VIII. 

1. Uddalaka son of Arnna, unto his son Swetaketu, said, 

Learn from me, my child, the nature of sleep. When man 

assumes the epithet ^ sleeping^ he identifies himself with the 
Universal Soul {sat, truth) he attains his self (swa), therefore he 
is said to be swapiti (^ sleeping^); for then he attains his self.* 

2. A bird tied to a string after flying towards the sides 
and finding no place of rest, at la^t has recourse to the spot to 
which it is tied. Even so tlie mind, my child, after roaming 
towards all sides and failing to obtain a resting-place, at last 

• A play on the woixl swa “solr' and swapa ‘‘to ali'e]).’’ Anuloguca like unto 
this oc*t;iir very frequently in the L'paniBhads. Sleep and death are hero taken 
>yiionunou8. 
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takes the shelter of the Soul (prana) Verily the mind has the 
Soul for its tie-rope. 

3. Learn from me, my child, the nature of hunger and 
thirst. When man assumes the epithet ‘hungry^ (As'is'ishati) 
verily'water then carries down the food, (through his gullet). 
Those 'who h ad cattle are called gondya, those who lead horses 
are called asivandya, those who lead men are purushandya ; ac¬ 
cordingly water (which leads down food) is called asandya. 
Thereof this (body) is a product. Think not, 0 child, that it 
has proceeded without a cause.^^ 

4. (What is its cause, enquired Swetakctu). "Where can be 
its cause (answered his father) eKCcpt in aliment? Thus, my 
child, you should know water to be the cause of the product 
aliment. Thus again heat is the cause of the product water; and 
of that product heat Truth is tlie cause. Hence verily, iny 
child, all tlie varied objects of the universe have the Truth for 
their origin. 

5. “ When man assumes the epithet ^ thirsty,’ it is heat 
that carries dowm the drink through his gullet. Those who lead 
cattle are called gondya, those who lead horses are called asioa- 
nay a, those who lead men are called parmJiandya ; and according¬ 
ly heat is called udanna (carrier of water) ; thereof this (body) 
is the product. Think not, my child, that it has proceeded without 
a cauhc.” 


6. “ What is its cause?” (enquired S\vetaketu). What can 

be its cause but water? (replied his father.) Thus, my cliild, you 
should luiow heat to be the cause of the product water, and of 
that heat know Truth to be the cause. Hence verily, my child, all 
these varied objects of the universe have the Truth for their origin, 
sustenance and end. How' each of these tiircc objects becomes 
threefold in man has been already described. When man 
departs (this life) his speech merges into the mind ; the mind 
merges into life; the lifcintt) heat, and the heat into the Supreme 
Deity. This is its abstract form. 
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7. All this universe lias the (Supreme) Deity for its 
life. That Deity is Truth. He is the Universal Soul. Thou 
art He, O Swctakctu/^ 

Will it please my Lord to explain this farther unto me V* * 
Be it so, my child replied the tutor. 


SliCTlON IX. 

1. As the bees, ray child, intent upon making honey, collect 
the essences of various trees from different quarters and reduce 
them to one uniform fluid, 

2. Which no longer retains the idea of its having belonged 
to different trees ; so, iny child, created beings when dead, know 
not that they have attained the Truth.* 

3. They are born again in the form in which they lived 
before, whether that be of a tiger, a lion, a wolf^ a bear, a worm, 
an insect, a gnat, or a musquito. 

4. ■ ^^That particle which is the Soul of all this is Truth; it 
is the Universal Soul. O Swetaketu, thou art that.'^ Will it 
please, ray Lord, to explain it again unto me?'" ^'Beitso, 
ray child,replied he. 


Section X. 

1. These rivers, my child, proceed from the East towards 
the West, thence from the ocean (they rise in the form of vapour 
and dropping again they flow towards the South and) merge into 
the ocean. Here as they do not remember what they were;t 

4. “ Men having slept in their homes repair to a distant vil¬ 
lage and there remember that they have come awav from their 
houses; but created beings do not remember that they have come 

uwayfi^m the Truth; Why so :-~thi8 is the question which the 
lather is to explain. 

* Satisampadya, “ merging in truth.** 

t Lit. that I am this, 1 am this. 
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2. '^Even so all these created beings^ having proceeded from 
the Truth, know not that they have issued therefrom. They 
therefore become of the form they had before^ whether that be of 
a tiger, a lion, a wolf, a bear, a worm, an insect, a gnat, or a 
musquito. 

3. That particle which is the Soul of all this is Truth it is 
the Universal Soul. O Swetaketu, thou art that.^^ 

Will it please my Lord to explain it (once) again unto me 
(how beings, after attaining, during sleep and after death, the 
one Universal Soul, do not lose their identity ^‘Beit so, my 
child,^^ replied he. 




Section XT. 

1. ^^My child, were one to strike once on the root of yonder 
wide-spreading tree, it would discharge (a little of its) sap : struck 
over on the middle the tree would (still) discharge its sap, and 
so would it if it were struck once on the top. Pervaded by life it 
would continue to draw the humours (of the earth) and thrive. 

2. '' (But) thereof when life forsakes one of the branches, it 
dries up. When a second is forsaken, it dries up. When a 
third is forsaken, it (too) dries up; and when the entire tree is 
forsaken by life, the whole dries up. Verily, know my pupil,’^ 
continued he, 

3. Wheu this (body) is forsaken by life it dies, but the life 
dies not. That particle which is the soul of this (body) is Truth ; 
it is the Universal Soul. O Swetaketu, Thou art that.’^ 

Will it please my Lord to explain it once again unto me, 
(how the creation proccedeth from the invisible Truth which has 
iieitlier name nor form and is mere existence) Be it so, my 

child,said the father. 
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SiicrioN XII. 

1. “Bring me a fruit of the Nyilgrodlia* tree.” “ Here it 
is, my Lord,” said the pupil. “ Break it.” “ It is broken, my 
Lord.” “What do you perceive in it?” “Some very small 
seeds, my Lord.” “ Will you, dear, break one of them ?” “ Here, 
I have broken it, my Lord.” “ What do you perceive iu it?” 
“ Nothing, my Lord.” 

2. Unto him said the father, “ Where, my child, you per¬ 
ceive nothing, there dwells invisibly a mighty Nydgrodha. 

3. “ Mind it, my child, that particle which is the soul of all, 
this is Truth—it is the Universal Soul. O Swetaketu, Thou art 
that.” 

Will it please my Lord to explain it once again (how, since 
the creation proceeds from the Truth, it does not attain perma¬ 
nence—truthfulness ?”) “ Be it so, my child,” said the father. 


Section XIII. 

1. “ Dissolve this salt in that water, and appear before me to¬ 
morrow morning.” He did so. Unto him said (the father), “ My 
child, find out the salt that you put in that water last night.” 
The salt, having been dissolved, could not be made out. (Unto 
Swetaketu said his father,) “ Child, 

2. “Do you taste a little from the top of that water.” (The 
child did so. After a while the father enquired,) “ How tastes it ?” 
“ It is saltish,” (said Swetaketu.) “ Try a little from the middle.” 
(He did so. The father then enquired,) “ How is it ?” “It is 
saltish,” (replied the son). “Taste a little from the bottom,” 
(ordered he. The sou did so. The father then enquired.) “ How 
is it?” “ It is saltish.” “If so (throwing it away) wash your 
mouth and grieve not.” Verily he did so, (and said to his father,) 

* Hei-e the Fictis Mica io evidently meant, although tlie word ie also applied 
to t]»o Mimosa alhidn, and tho Solvinia circulita. 


Q 
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The salt that I put m the water exists for ever; (though I perceive 
it uot by my eyes, it is felt by my tougue)/^ (Unto him) said 
(bis father,) Verily, such is the case with the Truth, my child. 
Though you perceive it not, it nevertheless pervades this (body). 

3. ^‘That particle which is the soul of all this is Truth; it 
is the Universal Soul. O Swetaketu, Thou art that.^^ 

Will it please my Lord to explain farther (how, like the salt 
which though invisible is still perceptible by the tongue, can the 
Soul, the cause of the world, unperceivable by the organs of 
perception, be grasped by the mind—the Soul by not attaining 
which, I am unblest, and by attaining which I am blest; and 
what means exist for its attainment) Be it so, my child,re¬ 
plied (the father). 


Section XIV. 

1. my child, in the world when a man with blind-folded 
eyes is carried away from Gandhara* and left in a lonely place, 
he makes the East and the North and the West resound by 
crying, have been brought here blind-folded. lam here 
left blind-folded/ 

2. Thereupon (some kind-hearted man) unties the fold on 
his eyes and says, ^ This is the way to Gandhara; proceed thou by 
this way/ The sensible man proceeds from village to village, 
enquiring the way, and reaches at last the (province) of G andhara. 
Even thus a man who has a duly qualified teacher learns (his way) 
and thus remains liberated (from all worldly ties) till he attains 
(the Truth—Moksha). 

3. That particle which is the soul of all this is Truth—it is 
the Universal Soul. O Swetaketu, thou art that.^^ 

Will it please my Lord to explain farther (by example, how 
one attains the Truth) Be it so my child,^’ replied (the 
father). 

• This word is used in tbo plural in the sanekrita text. 
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Section XV. 

1. My child, when a man is laid up with a mortal illness, 
his relations surround him to render him service and enquire, 
' Do you recognise me, do you recognise me He recognises 
them until his speech merges into his mind, his mind merges 
into his life, his life merges into heat, and the heat into the 
Supreme Deity, 

2. When his speech is merged into his mind, and his mind 
is merged into his life, his life is merged into heat, and heat into 
the Supreme Deity, he recognises them not. 

3. ^^That particle which is the soul of all this is Truth—it is 
the Universal Soul. O Swetaketu, thou ai t that.^^ 


Will it please my Lord to explain farther (by an example, 
why the ignorant, after death should return to this world, while 
the liberated does not, although the dead and the liberated seem 
equally to attain the truth) Be it so, my child,’^ replied (the 
father). 


Section XVI. 

1. my child, when a man (suspected of theft,) is brought 
with his hands tied up and told, ^ Thou hast stolen. (He 
denies. The magi.strate thereupon,orders,) " Let the hatchet be 
heated for him,^* If he should happen to be the author of the 
theft, and seek to protect himself in untruth, he, the upholder 
of untruth, enveloping his soul in an untruth, grasps the heated 
blade and is burnt as well as punished. 

2. While, if he happenetl not to be the author of the theft, 
and be desirous of making himself truthful, lie, the upholder of 
truth, enveloping his soul in truth, grasps the heated blade which 
burns him not, and liberates himself (from his fetters). 

3. “ Even as he, (by the intervention of truth,) escapes from 
the heated blade, so all this lias truth for its soul; it is the 
Truth;—it is the Universal Soul. O Swetaketu, thou art that.'' 

Thus verily was he instructed—thus was he instructed. 


* Adverting to tlit ordeal by lij’o. ' 
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SEVENTH CHAPTER. 


Section I. 

1. Oin ! Of a truth Ndrada repaired to Sanatkumara. He 
said, Deign to give me instruction, 0 Lord.'^ Unto him said 
the other, Relate unto me what you know, I shall then teach 
you what is beyond.’^ 

2. He replied 0 Lord, I have read the Rig veda, the Yajur 
Veda, the Sdma Veda, fourth the Atharva Veda, fifth the Itihasa 
and Purana,* 


• The words Itihasa and Parana occur twice in this Upanishad, first in tho 
3rd chapter (section lY. verse I. ante p. 53) in connexion with the Atharva 
Angirastt hymns, and as the fourth from the Rig Veda, or next in order after tho 
Sama Veda, and here as the fifth or immediately after the Atharva Veda. But 
Sankara does not explain them further than by calling them the fifth Veda 
I In commenting upon the phrase Veddndm Veda ho adds of tho Vedas 
or of tlie five including the Bh^rata.” whicli would im¬ 

ply that the Bharata, by virtue of its being an Itihasa, was a Veda. The bh%avat 
Puranahas the same idea. In the 4th chapter of the first book of that work there 
is a passage which says, “ Vydsa, having rescued the four Vedas Rig, Yajur,Sama and 
Atliarva, relates the Itihasa and Pura^ which form the fifth Veda.” ^90^® 

jrrsrT«r^t’4Dl i 

op This is however opposed to the interpretation given by Sankara in the Bri- 
had Aranyaka Upanishad (Chap. IV. Verse ). Tlicre he slates that the Itihasa 
alludes to such passages in the Vedas as advert to anecdotes, such as the anec¬ 
dotes of Urvasi, Puraravu, Ac. and such expressions as* tho gods and the demons 
fought of yore and the Parana relates to ancient historical references, such as, ‘ the 
world did not exist before, Ac.’ Mddhavacharya has explained this apparent con¬ 
tradiction by observing that the words Itihasa and Punina arc common terms and 
apply to all works which contain historical narratives. He says ti.at “ like the six 
Angus the Purdiies, &c. arc adapted to give a knowledge of the Vedas and are there¬ 
fore worthy objects of study. in Yajnavalhya ‘the Purina, Nyaya, Mimaiisa, 

Uharma s'astra and the Vediingas, in all fourteen, are Vedas the receptacles of learn¬ 
ing and virtue.’ Again ‘ the Veda is made manifest through tho agency of tlie ItLhAsa 
and Purdna.’ Further, ‘ The concise Veda dreads the two,’ (Itihasa and Parana, lest 
they should misrepresent it). It has been elsewhere said by him: ‘ The anecdote^ 

of Harishcliandra, Naohiketii and others related in the AitQreya,Tttittiriya, Kathaka 
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grammar,* rituals, the science of numbers,t physics,]; chrouo- 
^^oy^§ Jogic, polity,II technology^ the sciences cognate to the 
Vedas,* the science of spirits,f archery,]; astronomy, the science 
of antidotes,§ and the fine arts.|| All these have I read, O Lord. 


and other Sokliaa, which arc calcidated to develope the knowledge of virtue and 
Brahma,have been made clear in the Itihasas. The accounts given in the Upaniahads 
of creation, preservation and destruction have been developed in the Puranas like 
the Brahmya, Vaishnavn, &c.” and therefore thej are eulogistically called Vedas. 

I his view of the meaning of the words Itihasa and Parana is supported by 
the Buddliists, who style all their narrative works Puranas, and .reckon the 
Biograpiiy of S'akya as the Purnna par excellence. 

I 

*^^1; fr^Titf ^ II 

w>3i?nfsri 

«A vi 

• In the original this word is expressed by the phrase Veddndm Veda, because, 
says Sankara, the Vedas are understood by its aid, 

t Hdsi Arithmetic and Algebra. 

X JOaiva, the science which treats of accidental physical occurrences. 

§ Nidhi, the science which regulates the division of time into mahdkala 
kala, &c. 

II Vdkovdhyam, Ekayanam. It is worthy of note that at the time when tliie 
Upanuhad was composed tlie words now most in use to indicate logic and polity— 
tarka s'atira and nith'd.ifra, were unknown or not current. 

T n,^x ndyd-Nirukta, “ glossarial explanation of obsonre terms especially 
those ocenring in the Vedas.”—W imoh. 

* Sraftma Tldi/d. Articulation, ceremonials and prosody, 
t llhvta Vldyd. 

J Klictra Vidyd, 

§ f^arpa Vidyd, 

II Dei^ajana Vidga the science of making essences, of dancing, singing, music 
arelutccturc, painting, &c. (bMpa.)— Sankara. - * 
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3. ‘‘ Thus do I kuovT, Sir, the mantras or words only, and not 
the spirit (thereof.) I have heard that the worldly-afflicted can find 
relief through men like unto your lordship. Even 1 am, O Lord, 
in grief. Pray relieve me from ray affliction.^^ Unto him said 
Sauatkuradra, All that you have learnt is nominal. 

4. ‘^The names only of the Rig Veda, the Yajur Veda, the 
Saraa Veda, fourth the AtharvaVeda,fifth the Itihasaand Purina, 
grammar, rituals, the science of numbers, physics, chronology, 
logic, polity, technology, the sciences cognate to the Vedas, the 
science of spirits, archery, astronomy, the science of antidotes, 
and the fine arts,—these are names only that you have adored. 

5. ** (Hear from me what is the reward of him) who adores 
the name, (itself) as Brahma. He who believes the name itself 
to be Brahma the moment he acquires that name becomes able 
to perform whatever he desires.^^ Is tlicre any thing, O Lord, 
greater than a name There is something greater than a 
name/^ ‘‘ Will it please my Lord to explain that unto me?’' 


Section IL 

1. ‘Werily Speech is greater than a name. Speech points 
out the Rig Veda, so does it indicate the Yajur V^eda, the Saraa 
Veda, fourth the Atharva Veda, fifth the Itihasa and Purina, 
grammar, rituals, the science of numbers, physics, chronology, 
logic, polity, technology, the sciences cognate to the Vedas, the 
science of spirits, archery, astronomy, the science of antidotes, 
the fine arts, the heaven, the earth, the air, the sky, light, gods, 
men, beasts, birds, grasses, trees, carnivorous animals, worms, 
insects, ants, virtue, vice, truth, untruth, propriety, impropriety, 
gratefulness, and ungratefulness; Speech indicates all these. Do 
you therefore adore Speech. 

2. (Hear from me what is the reward of him) who adores 
Speech as Brahma. He who adores Speech as Brahma, the mo¬ 
ment he attains the regions* of Speech, he becomes able to perform 

• It is intended to imply that every object of adoration leads to a special 
region after death. 
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^vliatever he desires/^ Is there any thing, O Lord, greater than 
Speech There is something even greater than Speech/^ 
Will it please my Lord to explain that unto me?^^ 


Section III. 

1. Verily Mind is greater than Speech. When two myroba- 
lans* or two plums, or two haritaki‘\ fruit are held in the closed 
fist, they are therein inclosed, so are Name and Speech included 
in the Mind. When one wishes in his mind to study the man¬ 
tras he does it; when he wishes to perform works he does them; 
when he wishes for children or cattle he has them ; when he 
wishes for this region or that, he has it; the Mind is life, the Mind 
is regions, the Mind is Brahma. Do ye adore the Mind. 

2. (Hear from me what is the reward of him), who adores 
the Mind as Brahma. He who adores the Mind as Brahma, the 
moment he attains the regions of the Mind becomes able to per¬ 
form whatever he desires.’^ Is there any thing, O Lord, greater 
than the Mind There is something even greater than the 
Mind.^^ Will it please my Lord to explain that unto me 

Section IV. 

I. Verily WillJ is even greater than the Mind. When 
oue wills he desires ; next he articulates speech in a name; in 

* PhylantlivLS eniblica. 

t Terminalia Chehula, 

t “ Sankalpa,” says Sankara, “ is the power which, after determining what is fit 
and what is not lit to bo done, impels the mind to do llmt which should be done ** 
It is tho same as determining reason of Leibnitz, and the aelirifg of the French 
philosophers. We have used will as its equivalent with reference to Dr. Read’s 
definition of tho word as given in his Essays on the Active Powers (Essay TI. 
Chap. I.) Ho says : “ Every man is conscious of a power to determine in things 

which he conceives to depend upon his determination'; to this power we give 
the name of will. By the intellect we know or understand, by the sensitivity wo 
feel or desire, and by the will determino to do or not to do, to do this 'or do 
that.” 
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that name mantras identify themseives; and in the mantras abide 
all ritual works. 

2. Of a truth those (works) have an only support in Will ; 
they have the Will for their soul; they abide in the Will. The 
heaven and the earth are united (as by will)* the air and the sky 
are united (as by will); water and heat are united (as by will). By 
their union the year is formed. By the formation (safiklriptyai), 
of the year aliment is produced (sankalpate). By the produc¬ 
tion (sanklriptai) of aliment, animated, creatures arc produced 
(sankalpante). By the production (safiklriptyai) of mintras 
ritual works are produced (safikalpante). By the production 
(safiklriptyai) of ritual w^orks (their) fruition is produced 
(safikalpante). By the production (safiklriptye) of fruition the 
earth is produced (safikalpate). Even thus is Will (safikalpa)^ 
Uo thou adore Will. 

3, He who adores the Will as Brahma abides permanent¬ 
ly and without pain, in the permanent, renowned and pain¬ 
less regions of Will. He who adores Will as Brahma, the mo¬ 
ment he obtains the regions of Will, becomes able to perform 
whatever he desires.^’ 

" Is there, O Lord, any tiling greater than Will There is 
something even greater than Will,^^ Will it please my Lord to 
explain that unto ine?’^ 




Section V. 

1. Verily Sensitivity isf even greater than Will. When one 

• There is a play upon the word SanJralpat from the verb Sankhip ** to unite,” 
which cannot be preserved in the translation. 

t The word in the original is chitta^ from chit to think or reflect. Sankara 
defines it as “the nature of thinkiugnesa, that which has the knowledge of the 
preaont time, and which has the power of knowing the use of the past and the 
future.” 

Anandagiri adds that it is that faculty which gives the knowledge 
relating to objects at its proper times, such as this object is thus obtained, and of 
concluding from a knowledge of the gratification derived by eating at some past 
time the effect of eating in future. 




feels, he M’ills, next he desires, he then articulates speech, which 
merges into a name, in that iiarae the mantras identify them¬ 
selves, and in tlie mantras abide all ritual works. 


2. Of a truth those works have an only support in Sensi¬ 
tivity; they have Sensitivity for their soul; they abide in Sensiti¬ 
vity. Therefore were one well versed in many s astras to be 
without Sensitivity, people would say with reference to him, 
'^Whatever he knows is nothing, for he knows not (wliat is) 
Sensitivity/^ While all wish to hear him who witli a little 
knowledge (of the s astras) possesses Sensitivity. Verily Sensi¬ 
tivity is the one source of all these ; Sensitivity is the soul; Sensi¬ 
tivity is the stand-point (praihihd). Do thou adore Sensitivity. 

3. lie who adores Sensitivity as Brahma,abides permanently 
with retiown and painlessness in permanent, painless and renown¬ 
ed regions, lie who adores Sensitivity as Brahma, the moment he 
obtains the regions of Sensitivity, becoaies able to perform what¬ 
ever he desires.^' Is there, O Lord, any thing greater than 
Sensitivity?^^ ‘^There is something even greater than Sensitivity.^' 

Will it please my Lord to explain that nuto me?" 


Skction VI. 

3. Verily Keflectiou is even greater than Sensitivity. The 

I weffei war- 

f^TlfflfcI I Wc ii^e «eniilivity as its ctniivalent, that word bein^^'now 
Used as a general term to denote the (’a])ocity of foeliui^ as dist uigui^liod from 
intellect and will. It includes sensations both eitcnial, and internal, whether 
clerircd from coutemjdating outward and inateml objects, or relations and idras> 
desires, aflccLions, passions. It hUo includes tlie sentiments t-f the sublime and 
beautiful, tho moral sentiment and the religious sentiment and in short, ew.ry 
inodlllcation of feeling of vvliieh wc are susceptiblu.” bLK\u>’G’a Vocabulary* 
t’oee, Sensitivity. 

H 
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earth ahides as if in Reflection ;* the sky abides as if in Reflection ; 
the heaven abides as if in Reflection; the water abides as if in 
Reflection; the mountains abide as'if in Reflection, even gods 
and men abide as if in Reflection, Therefore those who attain 
greatness among men become as it were partakers of Reflection. 
So do those who are nnmindfnl, quarrelsome, cruel and slander¬ 
ous, become as it were partakers of Reflection. Do thou adore 
Reflection. 

2. Listen what is the reward of him who adores Reflec¬ 
tion as Brahma. He who adores Reflection as Brahma, the 
moment he attains the regions of Reflection, becomes able to 
perform whatever he desires Is there, O Lord, anything 

greater than this Reflection?’’ ''There is something even 
greater'than this Reflection.’^ "Will it please my Lord to 
explain that unto me ?” 


Section VII. 

1. " Verily Knowledget is even greater than Reflection, 

From Knowledge men know the Rig Veda, the Yajiir Veda, the 
Sfima Veda, fourtli the Atharva, fifth the Itihasa and Pnrana, 
grammar, rituals, the science of numbers, physics, chronology, 
logic, polity, technology, the sciences cognate to the Vedas, the 
science of spirits, archery, astronomy, the science of antidotes, the 
fine arts,J the heaven, the earth, the air, the sky, the water, light^ 
the gods, men, birds, grasses and trees, wild beasts, as also 
worms, insects, anil ants, virtue, vice, truth, untruth, the honest 
and the dishonest, him who kuoweth the heart as well as him who 

* The word in the original is igTif ilh^dna from t/Zi/yatto raeclitato” andconse- 
quenlly to bo in a state of repose. Tlio plirase (remains) iva (like) prifhiv't 

(the earth) therefore means, the earth rcmninsl as if in repose j bnt the original 
has a play on the word dhydya^ \shieh it is desirable should bo indicated’ in the 
translutioii. 

t Tijuana or the cognition of the meaning of the sdsiras. Sankara. 

X Tide note at page 117. 




knowetli it not, aliment, humours, atid tliis region and that:—all 
these are known through Knowledge. Do thou adore Knowledge. 


2, He who adores Knowledge as Brahma, abides in wisdom 
in the regions of Knowledge.* * * § He wlio adores Knowledge as 
Brahma, the moment he attains the regions of Knowledge, 
becomes. able to achieve whatever he desires.^' Is there, O 
Lord, any thing greater than Knowledge There is some¬ 
thing yet greater than Kuowledge.^^ ^MVill it please my Lord 
to explain that unto me 


Section YIII. 

1. Verily Power is even greater than Knowledge.^ Even a 
single powerful man can make a hundred men of knowledge 
tremble. When one becomes powerful he rises; rising he be¬ 
comes subservient (to his tutors) ;t subserving he becomes their 
favourite companion.^ From being a favourite companion be 
becomes well taught, well informed, docile, intelligent, able to 
act, and full of knowledge. Of a truth the earth is supported 
by power; the ethereal space, the heaven, mountains, men and 
gods, beasts and birds, grasses and trees, wild animals, as also 
^vornis, insects, ants and even the world, are supported^ by 
Power. Do thou adore Power. 

2. "" Listen what is the reward of him who adores Power as 
Bralima. He who adores Power as Brahma, the moment he 
attains the regions of power, becomes able to perform whatever 
he desires/^ Is there anything, O Lord, superior to Power?'’ 

There is something yet greater tlian Power.” Will it please 
niy Lord to explain that unto me?” 

* Regions of jiiana and vijuana. 

t In the Sanskrit original the phrase “ bj power” is repeated after every object 
named. 

t “ companion, intimate and favourite j 

•«y3 Sankara. 

§ drathid ^qf?r i 

j 
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SECTION TX. 

1. Verily Aliment is even greater than Power; for were one 
to fast for ten nights lie would be unable to see, unable to bear, 
unable to think, unable to consider, unable to act, and unable to 
acquire knowledge. While by consuming Aliment he is enabled 
to see, to hear, to think, to consider, to act and to acquire know¬ 
ledge. Do thou adore Aliment. 

2. who adores Aliinent as Brahma, acquires regions 
replete with food and drink. He who adores Aliment as Brahma, 
the moment he attains the regions of Aliment, becomes able 
to achieve whatever he desires.^^ Is there anything, O Lord, 
greater than Aliment ?” Yes, there is something yet greater 
than Aliment.^^ Will it please my Lord to explain that 
unto me?^’ 


Section X. 

1. Verily Water is even greater than Aliment; for w^ere 
seasonable rain not to fall, all animals would become wretched 
from a dread of Aliment being scantily produced ; while the fall 
of seasonable rain cheers up all living beings by offering the pros¬ 
pect of food in plenty. Water is the first form of all these ; even 
of tins earth, of the sky, of the heaven, of mountains, men and 
beasts, of birds, grasses and trees, of wild animals, w'orms, insects^ 
and ants,Water is the first form (arebtype). Do thou adore Water, 

2. He who adores Water as Brahma attains all that can 
he desired and is contented. He who adores Water as Brahma, 
the moment he attains the regions of Water, becomes able to 
achieve whatever he desires.^' Is there anything, O Lord, 
greater than Water Yes, there is something yet greater than 
Whvter.” Will it please my Lord to explain that unto me?^^ 


Section XI. 

J. ^‘Verily Heat is even greater than Water. Of a truth 
through the medium of the air it heats the sky, theu do men say^ 
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t is warm, it is hot, it will raiii.^^ Thus is Water created after the 
manifestatiou of Tleat. When thunder-claps roar with the liigh- 
flying and tortuous lightning, mankind proclaim, It flashes, it 
thunders, it will rain.^^ Thus is Water created after the mani¬ 
festation of Heat. Do thou adore Heat. 


2. He who adores Heat as Bralima abides witli splendour in 
regions devoid of darkness and replete with heat and light. He 
Avho adores Heat as Brahma, the moment he attains the retnons 

r' 

of Heat, becomes able to achieve whatever he desires.” “ Is there> 
O Lord, anything greater tliau Heat ?” “ Yes, there is some¬ 

thing yet greater tl)au Heat?” “Will it please my Lord to 
explain that unto me?” 


sectio.n xir. 

1. “ Verily Space* is even greater than Heat. Of a truth, both 
the sun and the moon (exist) in Space, and so do the lightning, 
the stars and heat. Men speak through Space, liear through Space, 
andreliear tliroiigh Space; they delight in Space aud delight not 
in Space; tliey are born in Space and merge into Space. Do ye 
adore Space ? 

2. “ He who adores Space as Brahma abides in radiant 
and etherial regions of miglity extent, where exists no pain or 
disease. He who adores the Space as Brahma, the moment 
he attains the regions of Space, l)ccomes able to achieve whatever 
he desires.” “ Is there anything, O Lord, greater tlian Space ?” 
" Yes, there is something yet greater than Space.” Will it 
please my Lord to e.xplain that unto me?” 


Section XIII. 

1. “ Verily Memory is even greater than Space. Were there 

to be many (people present) and not remembered, they would not 
be heard, or thought of, or known. But when they are remem¬ 
bered they are heard, thought of and known. Through me- 

* Ak.ia'u.—**Sj»{U’o” or “polhor,” 
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mory a father recognises liis cliiUlreri and a master his cattle. 
Do ye adore Memory ? 

2. Listenj what is the reward of him who adores Memory 

as Brahma. He who adores Memory as Brahma, the moment 
he attains the regions of Memory, becomes able to achieve 
whatever lie desires/’ Is there anything, O Lord, greater than 
Memory ?” Yes, tliere is something yet greater than Memory/’ 
Will it please my Lord to explain that unto me?” 


Section XIV. 

1. Verily Hope is even greater than Memory. Of a truth 
through the nourishment of hope Memory recites mantras, per¬ 
forms ceremonial works, desires children and cattle, and longs 
for this region and that.* Do ye adore Hope ? 

2. He who adores Hope as Brahma has all his desires 
fulfilled through Hope. His blessings become infallible who 
adores Hope as Brahma. The moment he attains the regions 
of Hope he becomes able to perform whatever he desires/’ Is 
there anything, O Lord, greater than Hope?” Yes, there is 
something even greater than Hope.” Will it please my Lord 
to explain that unto me?” 


Section XV. 

1. Verily Pranaf is even greater than Hope. Of a truth as 
the spokes of a wheel are all attached to the nave so are all things 

• i. e. for eupremocy ou Earth and in Heaven. 

t The ^'ord pr6na has been variously translated in the preceding pages as 
“ life,” ** soul” or tho “ vital air,” according to the context of the passages in which 
it has occurred with the words preceding and following it. Hero reference is, no 
doubt, made to vitality or life, but as the value of the discussion depends in a 
great meu^uro upon tho meaning wo attach to this word, we prefer to insert it 
bodily rather than run the risk of inisintorpreting our author by using an Eng¬ 
lish ecpuvalent of doubtful import, A.ccording to the sense wo attach to this 
»»'ji'd the Upaniflbad becomos a supporter of the difToreut doctriucs of animism, 
organidsm, d}iianuciHm and the Uko. 




Seventh Chcqyter. Section XVI. 

to Prana. The vital air moves through Prfina Prana 
gives vitality, it gives animation to animals; Prana is father, 
Prana is mother, Prana is, brother, Pnina is sister. Prana is tutor. 
Prana is Brahmana. 

2. Were one (therefore) to say anything offensive to his 
father, or mother, or brother, or sister, or tutor, or a Brahmana^ 
people would turn round and say unto him, ^ Shame unto thee, thou 
art a parricide, thou art a matricide, thou art a fratricide, thou art 
a sorroricide, thou art a magisterocide, thou art a Brahmanacide.^ 

3. But when one thrusts a poker into the side of those 
(people) when they are dead (and placed on the funeral pyref) 
people do not call him. ‘ Thou art a parricide, thou art a matri¬ 
cide, thou art a fratricide, thou art a sorroricide, thou art a 
magisterocide, thou art a Brahmanacide.^ 

4. Verily Prana for certain is ail these. He (who knows the 
Prana) observing, thinking and knowing them (the relations) thus 
(i. e. to be wdiat they are) becomes an Aiivddi.X Were one to 
ask him, ^Art thou an ativadi?’ he replies, am an ativadi," 
and does not suppress the fact.^^ 




Section XVI. 

(Narada was satisfied by this instruction and remained silent; 
but Sanatkumara, finding him to be a worthy pupil, continued,) 

He is really an ativadi vvlio can witli true knowledge say, I 
am hc.^^ O Lord (said Narada), I wish to become ativadi 
through truth.^^ (Sanatkumara replied.) Truth then is wor- 

• Lit. Pr£na moves by Prana. 

t Adverting to the practice of facilitating the cremation of dead bodies bv 
stirring the fire and altermg the position of the limbs with a poker. The arga- 
nient of the text is, that life is the object of relationship and not the material 
body. 

t i. 0 . one who, having exceeded the several objects enumerated from “name** 
(sectionI.) to “ hope,” say **Ufe is the cause of nil things;’' ‘‘life is every thing.” 




thy of enquiry/’ 
by me.” 



Chhdnd(>gy(f Upanishad. 

(Narada returned) Truth, O Lord, is sought 


Section XVII. 

1. (Sanatknmfira said,) '"When one knows (the truth) he 
speaks the truth; the ignorant does not speak the truth; the 
conscient alone speaks the truth; knowledge f Vijndna) tlierefore 
is worthy of enquiry.” "That knowledge, 0 Lord,” (said 
Narada) " is sought by me.” 


Section XVIII. 

1. (Sanatkutndra said) " When one has zeal* to learn he 
knowetli the truth; he who is unwilling does not know the 
truth; the zealous alone knowetli the truth; zeal therefore is 
worthy of enquiry.” "That zeal, O Lord,” (said Is^irada) is 
Bought by me.” 


Section XIX. 

L " When one has faithf he is zealous ; the faithless is not 
possessed of zeal; the faithful alone is zealous; faith therefore is 
worthy of enquiry.” "That faith, O Lord,” (saidNarada) " is 
sought by me.” 


Section XX. 

1. ‘ len one has revereucej he acquires faith; the irrever¬ 

ent is not assessed of faith; the reverent alone is possessed of 
faith; reverence therefore is worthy of enquiry.” " That re¬ 
verence, O Lord,” (said Narada) "is sought hy me.” 

* Mali an urdmt desire for any object of thought | 

t* Sraddha ‘’51^1 belief in the oxisteiico of the truth I 

X NiOithu ftfWT nttention to the service of tutors 

I 
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Section XXI. 


“ When one can controul his passions he possesses reverence. 
The man of rampant passions can never have reverence; tlie 
quiet alone can have reverence; Quietude therefore is worthy 
of enquiry/^ That Quietude, O Lord/^ (said Narada) is 
sought by me/^ 


SectioxV XXII. 

When one wishes for Felicity he acquires quietude; he 
who has no such \visli, acquires not quietude; the anxious for 
Felicity alone acquires quietude; Felicity therefore is w^orthy of 
enquiry.'" That Felicity, O Lord," (said Narada) is sought 
by me." 


Section XXIIL 

That which is Immensity* is felicity, there is no felicity in 
Exiguity; Immensity alone is felicity; Immensity therefore is 
worthy of enquiry." That Immensity, O Lord," (said Narada) 
is sought by me." 


Section XXIV. 

1. ^‘That, into which none can see, of which none can hear, 
and which none can know, is Immensity. Tliat into which 
one other can see, of which another can hear, and which another 
can know, is Exiguity. Verily, 'that which is Immensity is 
immortal, and that which is Exiguity is mortal." Where 
doth that Immensity abide, my Lord ?" (enquired Narada). "^It 
abideth in its own glory, or (if you enquire where is that glory, 
I say) it doth not abide in its glory. 

2, Cattle and horses are said to be (emblems of) gloiy, so 
are elephants, gold, servants, wife and e.xteusive fields : I al- 

♦ The word bbtirud “great without limit'* in tliourigiiial 

Sauakritjis intlio moaciilino gender. For obvious rcosont we have made il neuter. 
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lude not to them : I say/^ continued he, independent objects* 
can alone abide in each other/^ 


Section XXV. 

1. Verily that Immensity extends from below, it extends 
from above, it extends from behind, it extends from before, it 
extends from the south, it extends from the north—of a truth 
it is all this/^ Next it is cgoistically defined : “ Verily I extend 
from below, I extend from above, I extend from behind, 
I extend from before, I extend from the south, I extend from the 
north—of a truth I am all this/^ 

2. Next it is psychically defined: '^Verily the Soul extends from 
below, the Soul extends from above, the Soul extends from behind, 
the Soul extends from before, the Soul extends from the south, 
the Soul extends from the north—of a truth the Soul is all this. 
He, who is aware of this, seeing the Soul thus, thinking it thus, 
and knowing it thus, becomes (even in this life) one whose entire 
devotion is to the Soul, whose recreation is in the Soul, whose 
helpmate is the Soul, and whose felicity is the Soul. (In after life) 
he becomes self-resplendent. He is able to accomplish whatever 
he desires in all the regions of the universe. Those who believe 
othersvisc, having others for their masters, go to perishable regi¬ 
ons. For them nothing is accomplished in any of the regions of 
the universe. 


Skction XXVI. 

1; For him who thus seeth, thus believeth, and thus know- 
eth, the vital airs proceed from the Soul; desire proceeds from the 
Soul; memory proceeds from the Soul; space proceeds from 
the Soul; heat proceeds from the Soul; water proceeds from the 
Soul; birth and death proceed from the Soul \ aliment proceeds 

• Lit. unlike can abide in unlike. 
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'from the Soul; ^lower proceeds from the Soul; knowledge pro¬ 
ceeds from the Soul; reflection pi-oeeeds from tlie Soul; sen¬ 
sitivity proceeds from the Soul; will proceeds from the Soul; 
the mind proceeds from the Soul; speech proceeds from the 
, Soul; names proceed from the Soul; mantras proceed from the 
Soul; sacrifices proceed from the Soul—verily all these proceed 
from the Soul. 

2. “ Thereof is the verse ‘ that man who knoweth this* con, 

frouts not death nor disease, nor doth he meet with pain and 
suflering. He observes every thing, and attains every thing in 
every way.’ He is one (before creation), ho becomes trilid° he 
becomes pentafid, he becomes septafid, he becomes nonafid ; he 
becomes divided into eleven—into a hundred parts ; he becomes 
ten and one; he becomes a thousand ; he becomes twenty.f By 
the purity of his aliment he becomes purified in his nature; by 
the purification of his nature he verily gets memory; and by the 
attainment of memory all the attachments of his body are 
severed.” Thus unto him whose passions were overcome did 
Lord Sanatkumiira, explain what is beyond darkness. Hence 

is this (portion of the Upanishad) called his section-hence is 
it called liis section, ^ 

* Lit. observer. 

t The coramenfator explains the object of these numerals to bo to indicate the 
sueceptibility of the Soul to assume innumerable forms. 
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EIGHTH CHAPTER. 


Section I. 

1. Hari, Om ! Now, within this habitation of Brahma (the 
human body Brahmapura) there is a small lotus-like chamber, 
and within it a minute vacuity (antarakas'a*). That which is 
within the vacuity is worthy of search; that, verily, should be 
inquired after. 

__ ___ _ — — - ' 

1. Altliough it has bssn shewn in the sixth and seventh chapters 
that Brahma is independent of all distinctions of quarters, space 
and time, that it is “ truth (sat) alone without a second,” and 
that it is indicated by the phrase, " The soul is all this yet 
for the edification of men of weak minds, whose understandings 
cannot easily contemplate an object having no distinctions of 
quarters, space and the like, and yet who cannot obtain their 
salvation withotit making that Brahma the object of their adoration 
j a spot in the lotus-like heart is to be pointed out. 
Besides, although the Soul is without qualities and can bo indicated by 
the single epithet “ truth only,” yet for the good of men of weak 
minds, who cannot copnprehend other than human qualities, the 
Brahma is to be described as possessed of truth, desire, and the like 
qualities. Further, although the knowers of Brahma generally 
abstract themselves from women and such other^ objects, yet as the 
desire for worldly enjoyments, cherished by the indulgence of many 
transmigrations, is not to he easily subdued, the particular practices 
of Brahniacharya, &c. arc to be inculcated. 

Again, although to the believer in the unity of the Soul, there 
can be no such distinctions as those of the goer, going and the place 
to go, for from those distinctions of ignorance, proceed the ideas of 
origin, existence, and end ; and all such accidents subside in his own 
self, like the lightning in the sky, the wind (in space) and heat in 

* i. e. Brahma called akiafi or apace. It is said olsewhore “ his name is akSs'a, 
&c.” The word is intended to imply that ho is, like space, incorporeal, and all- 
pcnadiiig. 
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2. Were (his pupils) to ask him (who makes tlie preceding re¬ 
mark)^ Since within this habitation of Brahma, there is a lotus¬ 
like chamber, and within it a minute vacuity, what is within it, 
that is worthy of search? tliat verily should be enquired after 

3. He would say, Verily as extensive is space, so is the vacuity 
within the heart. Both the earth and the heaven exist within 
it. Both Agni, and Vayu, both the sun and the moon, as also 
lightning and the stars, and whatever exist in this (universe) 
as well as what do not—all exist within this vacuity.^^ 

4. Were (his pupils) to* ask him (who thus responds), If 
within this habitation of Bralima are lodged all these objects, 
all these created objects and all these human desires, when (the 
body) wasteth and dies, which for certain it does, what remains 
behind V’ 

5. He says, The diseases of the body can never reduce it to 
decrepitude, nor the slaughter of the body effect its destruc¬ 
tion. This habitation of Brahma is verily an everlasting truth. 
In it dwell all human desires. It is the Soul, it is far from all 
vice, it is not subject to death j it is immortal and above affliction. 
It is neither afflicted by hunger nor thirst. Truthful is its wish ; 
and truth is its resolve. As (evanescently) pass away the rewards 
of the subjects who become obedient to what is ordained (by 
kings) and obtain according to their wish—this or this—a 
province or afield,— 

ff. As this region, obtained through works, runs to waste (or 
passes away) and that region, which may be obtained through 
virtue, passes away,—so do they who live without knowing the 
Soul. For them all these truthful desires become unfruitful in 
eveiy region. For them who live with a knowledge of the Soul 
all truthful desires become fruitful in all regions. 

the burnt fuel, yet for those whose intelloct is affected by the ideas of 
goer, going, &c. and, who adore the Brahma possessed of qualities and 
represented by a spot in the heart, a translation through the meridional 
artery (bazelar artery r) is to be pointed out in this chapter. 
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Section II. 

1. Should he desire the region cf Pitri* he attains it with 
glory, for verily the moment he wishes it, the Pitris receive him 
with welcome. 

2. Next, should he desire the region of Mdtri,t he attains it 
with glory, for verily the moment he wishes it, the Matris receive 
him with welcome, 

3. Next, should he desire the region of Bhr^tri,t he attains 
it with glory, for verily the moment he wishes it, the Bhratris 
receive him with welcome. 

4. Next, should he desire the region of Swasri,§ he attains 
it with glory, for verily the moment he wishes it, the Swasris 
receive him with welcome. 

5. Next, should he desire the region of Sakha,|| he attains it 
with glory, for verily the moment he wishes it, the Sakhas receive 
him with welcome. 

G. ^^Next, should he desire the region of Gandhamalya,T[ he 
attains it with glory, for verily the moment he wishes it, the 
Gandhamfilyas receive him with welcome. 

7. ^^Noxt, should he desire the region of AnnapSna,* he attains 
it with glory, for verily the moment he wishes it, the Annapanas 
receive him with welcome. 

8. ^^Next, should he desire the region of Gitabdditra,t he 
attains it with glory, for verily the moment he wishes it, the Gita- 
h^ditras receive him with welcome. 

9. ‘^Noxt, should he desire the region of Stri,^ he attains It 
with glory, for verily the moment he wishes it, the Stris receive 
him with welcome. 

10. Whatever country he desires, whatever he desires, he 
attains it with glory, for verily the moment he wishes it, it ahideth 
for him. 

♦ Father, t Motlicr. % Brother. § Sister, 1| Friends. % Essence and garland. 
♦ Food and drink, t Song and nuisio. % Women. 
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Section III. 

1. They, the truthfuldesires, are enveloped in untruth. Of 
those truthful objects there is a false covering. He who is 
translated from this (world) to that, is never again beheld in 
this world. 

2. Whatever man desires and gets not, whether it be, such 
(of his relatives, and friends,) as are alive, or such as are dead, or 
whatever else it be (be it food, raiment or drink); all those might 
be obtained within this (vacuity in the heart); therein dwell 
those truthful desires, which have untruth for their envelope. 
As those who are ignorant of the nature of (mineral) beds 
might pass repeatedly over an undiscovered mine of gold and 
fiud it not, so do mankind daily retire to this vacuity (in their 
sleep) and yet being misled by untruth, they find not this 
Ilrahmaloka. 

3. Verily that Soul (atm^) abideth in the heart! Of a truth 
its epithet is liTldyayam!^ Therefore he who knows it daily 
retires to the region of sarga (heaven) in his heart. 

4. He who has confidence in this, rising from this body 
and attaining a noble body of light, abides in his own form. 
This is the (description of the) Soul.^^ He (the narrator in reply 
to his pupils) continued: ^^That Soul is deathless; it is devoid 
of fear; it is Brahma. Of this Brahma the (proper) name is 
Batya (truth). 

5. Verily (that Brahma is indicated by) these three syllables 
Batiya. Thereof the syllable s ^implies immortality; the 

syllabic il carthliness, and the syllable y ^ is a particle which 
joins the other two, and since it joins the two it means restraint 
of passions. He who knows this attains the region of Sarga. 


* Lit. “ thia is the heart.’* 
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Section IV. 

1-2.* No\\% that which is the Soul (utma) is a bridge ; it is a 

support for the preservation of all these worlds from destruction. 
This bridge cannot be crossed by day nor by night, nor by disease, 
nor by death, nor grief, nor virtue, noi\ vice. All defects depart 
herefrom. This region of Brahma is devoid of vice. Crossing this 
bridge the blind cease to be blind, the wounded cease to be 
wounded, the afflicted cease to be afflicted. Hence verily on 
crossing this bridge nights become days. For certainly ever-reful¬ 
gent is the region of Brahma. 

3. For him verily exists this Brahma-loka, who can attain it 
through Brahraacharya. His desires are satisfied in every region. 


Section V. 

1. Now, that which is called Yagiia^ is Brahmacharya. The 
man who acquires a knowledge of the Brahma-loka through 
Brahmacharya, attains the region of Brahma. That which is 
called IshtaX i? Brahmacharya. Through Brahmacharya is that 
Soul attained which is hhfa, 

2. Now that which is called Sdlrdj/ana^ is Brahmacharya. 
By Bramacharya doth one serve his own self (ittma). That 
which is called Manna is Brahmacharya. Through Bramacharya 
is that Soul known and meditated upon. 

3. Now that which is culled Anas akdyanam (fasting) is 
Brahmacharya. That soul is not destroyed which is known 
through Brahmacharya. That which is called Aranydyana^ is 
Brahmacharya. Ara means an ocean’^ and nya means an ocean ; 
and these two oceans abide in the region of Brahma. In that 

* Dr. Roor’s text doos not mark the end of the flrat verse, and I have no 
IIS. accessible to help rac—probably tlio first verse ends at the phrase, “ is devoid 
of vice.” 

t Yajiia the offering of burnt sacrifice. 

% Ishta adoration. 

§ Satruyana, feeding hermits and the poor. 

i| Sranydifana^ dwelling in forests for roligiou^ purposes. 



ILhjhth Chapter. Section VI. 

third heaven from this there are a delightful tank full of 
gruel^ an dmaitha tree from which exudes nectar, and a palace of 
gold built by Brahma and-named Aparajita."^ They belong to 
Brahma. 

4. bor them is reserved this region of Brahma who know 
through Brahmacharya the two oceans ara and nya. Their desires 
arc accomplished in all regions. 




Section VI. 

1. Now, the arteries of the heart exist steeped in a brown 
etherial fluid,—yea in a white, a blue, a yellow, a red etherial 
fluid. Verily the Sim exists as brown, as wdiite, as blue, as j^ellow, 
as red. 

2. As a main road \vith a village at each end, meets both 
this and that,t so do the rays of the sun meet both this region 
and that. From that sun they spread. They enter these arteries. 
Thence they spread. They enter the sun. 

3. When man is so asleep that all his faculties are devoid of 
action and his feelings are at rest, he dreams not. Then is 
he abiding in these arteries. Then can no sin fasten on him. 
Then is he refulgent in light. 

4. Now, when he is diseased and about to die, those around 
him enquire, "Bo you recognise me? do you recognise me?’^ 
lie recognises them as long as he does not depart from his body. 

When he quits his body he rises upwards with the aid 
of the rays aforesaid, resounding Om. When his mind ceases to 
act he attains the sun. That is the w\ay to the renrion above* 
It IS open to the learned, but closed to the ignorant. 

fl. Thereof is the verse; " There are a hundred and onej 
orteries issuing from the heart; one of them penetrates the 

* That which cannot be attaiaed except through Brahmacharya, 
t i. c. both the near and tlie off tillage. 

t In order to imply otliers, the commciitutor qualifies the number by adding 
*ll>at they arc the principal arteries. 

T 
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ct'owri of the head. The man, who departs this life through that 
artery, secures immortality.* The rest of the arteries lead to 
variovs transitions^—they lejtd to various transitions.^^ 


Section VII. 

1. He, who is the Soul, who is bereft of sio,—He, who is not 
Subject to deday, death or repining,—He, who eats not, nor feels 
the sensation of thitst,—He who is all truthful in his wishes and 
Ills resolves^—even He should be sought for and eilquired after. 
He attains all his wishes, he attains all the regions who, having 
enquired, knoweth the Soul.^^ Of a truth, thus said Prajapati. 

2. Verily, thus knew the Devas and Asuras. They said, Wo 
shall enquire after that Soul by knowing which all regions as 
well as all desires may be attained/’ Then did Tndra, among tho 
Devas^ and YirochUna among the Asuras, proceed forth, without 
communicating with each otlier.f Sacrificial fuel in hand| both 
Repaired to Prajdpati. 

8* They lived as Brahmlicharis for the period of 32 years. 
Unto them said Prajapati, " With what intent do you abide hcre?^' 
They replied, The learned believe it to beyour lordship^s sayings 
^ That the Soul which is without sin^ which is not subject to 
decay, death or repining; which eats not, nor feels the sensation 
of thirst; and Whose wishes and resolves are all-truthful — even 
such a Soul should be sought for and enquired after; Und that he 
attains all the regions and all his wishes who, having enquired, 
knoweth that Soul.^ Wishing to know that we abide here.^’ 

4; Unto them said Prajapati, The being that you perceive 
Within the cye§ is that Soul;^^ and, added it is Brahma, 
the deathless and fearless.^’ [The pupils, taking him literally 

• The state of denthlcs'?iu'H3. 

t From a feuling of eiivy. 

it Alluding to the custom bf .nvahmachnrja which requires that men should, 
^hen going to their tutors, carry some such fuel as are meet fur lire sacrifice. 

*'11’ Lit. tlio nmlo jmrit^ha. That which tlie Yogis peroeive with their closed 
and Undisturbed and contented mind ; tidds the commcnlaior. 



Eijjliih Chapter. Section VIII. 

•nnd heliQving the Brahma to he a mei’e shadow, pnquired:] 
V Iiich is it, revered Sir, that you allude to, the shadow that 
IS seen in water, or that which is perceived in a muTor?” 
Prajiipati returucd, “ Of a certain it is perceived in both.” 


Section VIII. 

!• (Prajapati said), f‘Go and view yourselves in that panful 
of water, and should you fail to know the Soul, enqiiire of me.” 
They beheld themselves in a paqful of water. Unto them .said 
Prajapati, “ Wliat do ye behold ?” They replied, “We behold our¬ 
selves in this> Sir, pictures of ourselves to the very hair and nails.” 

2. Unto them said Prajapati, “ Go, and bavins cleaned your 
persons and .adorned yourselves with costly ornaments and'rich 
clothing, behold yomselves in th.at panful of vvator.” They, having 
cleansed their per-sons and put on costly ornaments and rich 
clothing, beheld themselves in a panful of watqr. Of them en¬ 
quired Prajapati, “ What do you perceive?” 

3. They two vephod; “ Sir, a.s we are well adorned, well.drcss- 
ed and cleanly, .so do we behold ourselvu's in this, well-adorned 
well-dressed and cleanly.” He said, “ Th.at is Brahma, the death¬ 
less, and fearless.” They tw.o wont away satisfied. 

4. Prajap.ati, observing them, said, » Since these two are going 
.aw.ay without attaining or kno^^•ing the Truth, this in.sirnction 
will be for the defeat of the Devns and Asnras.” He Vjro- 
chana, with a feeling of satisfaction, rfqwired to the 4suius, 
and unto thein imparted this instruction : “ Self alone is ador¬ 
able; in. this (world) self alone should be served; by adoriiij> 
and serving one’s self both this and tlie other world m-ay be 
attaiued/^ 

5. Therefore thenceforward the Asnras give .no alms, have no 

faith in good works, and officiate at no sacrifice; hence are 
they called Asnras. This is their Upani.shad (canon). Their 
dead are besmeared with aromatics ;ind adorned with ornaments 
iind costly raiments, and they think that thereby tliey will 
overcome this and th.^t. 
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Section IX. 

1. Now, Indra, without going to the Devas, felt frightened, 
(saying,) Verily, this (shadow) becomes well adorned when 
the body is well-adorned, and well-dressed when (the body) 
is well-dressed, and clean when the body is clean. Again it 
becomes blind when the body is blind, defective when tlie body 
is defective,* and mutilated when the body is mutilated. Further, 
on the destruction of this body it is destroyed. I can see no good 
in this.^^ 

2. Therefore, with sacrificial fuel in hand he returned. Unto 
him said Prajapati, You went away with Virochana, perfectly 
satisfied, O Maghavan: what do you wish by returning bac*U 
He replied', Since of a truth, O Lord, this (sliadow) becomes well- 
adorned when the body is well-adorned, and well-dressed when 
the body is well-dressed, and clean when the body is clean ; 
again it becomes blind when the body is blind, and defective 
when the body is defective, and mutilated when the body is 
mutilated ; further, on the destruction of this body it is destroyed : 
I can see no good in this.’* 

o, Even so it is, Maghavan,” said (Prajapati) and continued, 

I shall again explain it unto you. Do you abide here for 
another thirty-two years.” He there dwelt for another thirty- 
tw'o years. Unto him said (Prajfipati) : 


Section X. 

1. That which enjoys in a dream the feeling of being grati¬ 
fied by the attainment of a coveted object,f is the Souland 
continued, ^Mt is deathless and fearless; it is Drahma.” Verily 
he, (Indra,) went a\vay satisfied, but before he reached the Devas 
he felt frightened (saying), ^‘Verily, this feohu* of dreams becomes 

* Lit. having a flow of humours from tlie eyes or nose. 

t Lit. livfs subserved. fueling the enjoyment oftho 

dream rhut ho is being subserved by liis wife, servants, &c. 
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not blind when the body is deprived of its eyes^ aiid remains 
unmutilated when the body is mutilated ; it is not affected by 
the defects of the body; 

Nor destroyed by the destruction of the body, nor mutilat¬ 
ed by its mutilation; it feels as if it is being destroyed, driven away, 
put to grief and to weeping. Verily, I can see no good in this.’^ 

3. Therefoi’e with sacrificial fuel in hand he returned. Unto 
him said Prajapati, ^^You went away satisfied, O Maghavau. 
What do you wish in returning l>ack He replied, Since it (the 
soul you have pointed out) becomes not blind when the bod}’- is 
deprived of its eyes, and remains unrautilatcd when the body is 
mutilated, it is not affected by the defects of the body ; 

4. Nor destroyed by the destruotion of the body> nor muti¬ 
lated by its mutilation;—since it feels as if it is being beaten, 
driven away, put to grief and to weeping, I sec no good in it.^^ 
''Even so it is, Maghavan,'^ said (Prajapati) and continued, I 
shall again explain it unto you. Do you abide here for another 
thirty-two years.” He dwelt there for anotlier thirty-two years. 
Unto him said (Prajapati) : 


Section XI. 

1. That in which retiring, the sleeper is completely at rest 
^md knows no dreaming, is the Soul,” and continued, ^Ht is death- 
loss, and fearless; It is Brahma.” Verily, he Indra went away 
satisfied, but before he reached the Devas he felt frightened^ 
(saying), ^Werily, it then knows not itself that I am this; nor 
does it know these elements tlius (i. e. as they are) ; it seems to 
be altogether destroyed for the time. I can see no good in this.” 

Therefore with sacrificial fire in hand he returned. Unto 
him said Prajapati, You went away satisfied, O Maghavau, 
what do you wish in returning back ?” He replied, ^^It, (the soul 
you have pointed out,) knows not its own self that I am this, nor 
docs it know these elements thus (i. c. as they are) ; it seems 
altogether destroyed for the time. I can see no good in this.” 



MIN/Sr^ 



Chhihidogya Upanlshad. 



S. Even so it is/’ replied Prajapati (and continued,) I shall 
again explain unto you this Soul, hut nothing beside it. Do 
you abide here for five years more.” He dwelt there for five 
years more; he completed a hundred and one years. Therefore 
do good people say, Maghavau dwelt with Prajapati for a hundred 
and one years as a Brahmachririn. Prajapati said unto him ; 


Skction XII, 

1, Of a truth this body ig mortal, O Maghavan ! It is 
subject to death. Yet is it a resting-place of the immortal and 
unembodied Soul. When tlu]s embodied, it is verily subject to 
desirable and repulsive objects. To the embodied there is no 
release from susceptibility to desirable and repidsive objeots. 
\erily the unembodied never comes in contact with desirable and 
repulsive objects. 

2. ‘' Unembodied are the wind and the clouds the light¬ 
ning and the thunder. They are all without body. Issuing 
forth from yonder shy by the attainment of the great (solar) 
heat, they assume their respective forms. 

3, ^‘Even like unto them, man, issuing* forth from hig body 
by the attainment of the Great Light, assumes his own genuine 
form. He is (then) the best of men. He then lords it with eating 
and playing, and enjoying with woman, or e(juipages, or relatives, 
without thinking of the body. Even as cattle are attached to an 
equipage, so is the Soul (Prfina) attached to the body. 

4. “ Now, witljiii those spaces (iVkils a orbits) arc the eyes, and 
the eyes are intended for the observation of the Being who dwells 
within tho eyes. He who wiHetli ‘ I shall smell’ is the Soul 

• Tlie issue here is metaphorical. It implies that tho int^lligonf comes to a 
consciousness of his soul Imng distinct from his body, and in no way doponclent 
iij.on it, and thus knowing it not to be his seif he enjoys fbc pleasiirea of this 
world without thinking of the bruly i. e. without feeling attached to it. Nor are 
such plcftsnrca prejudicial to his intelligonco iim;»much as he is conscious of thojr 
true nntnr*'. 





(i^traii,) wishing to inhale odours. Now, he who willeUi 'I shall 
speak’ is the Soul, wishing to articulate speech. Now, he who 
willeth ' I shall hear’ is the Soul, wishing to hear sounds. 

5. “Now, he who willeth ' I shall think’ is the Soul thereof. 
The mind is the celestial eye, observing all objects of desire^ 
■liy the aid of the mental celestial eye the Soul enjoys tliem all. 

d. Nowj because the Devas adored that Soul in the region 
of Brahma, therelbre, they obtained all regions, and all their 
desires ^Verc filltilled. He attains all regions and obtains all his 
desires, whoi having duly enquired, knows the Soul.” Thus said 
Prajfipati, verily thus said Prajapati. 


Suction XIII; 

1. “I'rom blackness I attain multicolor, from multicolor 
1 attain blackness. Like unto the horse which shakes off all dust 
from its coat, or the moon which escapes from the mouth of Rahu, 
1 shall purify my body and, becoming free (by the aid of dhyana),’ 
attain, verily attain—the uncreate Brahmaloka.”* 


Section XIV. 

1- “Verily that which is known as A'kdsat is made of 
name and form. That which is beyond the two (name and 
form) IS Brahma; Tt is immortal: It is the universal Soul. I shall 
attain the audience chamber of Prajapati. I shall attain the glorv 
of Brahmana. I shall attain the glory of kings, (Kshatrias) 
I shall attain the glory of Vaiy-aa; Idfisire all glory; I desire the 
glory of the glorious; I ehalllaol Infor again, no, I shall not 
enter the white toothless all devouring slippery object.”! 

• The commentator ciplaina that niidma blackness means the all-peiTadiiig 
rahma by acquiring a knowledge of whieli tlirough dhy&ia, we attain the region 
«> Brahmk (sabnra) and there we attain the nature of Brahma H^r^' | 

1 Lit. space, but intended here to mean the Universal Soul wliich, like simce, 
illimitable and indefinable, 
t '^'ho womb. 
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SEtyrioN XV. 


1. Vei'ily this was related by Brahma to Prajapati, by ^ 
Prajapati to Manu, and by Manu to mankind. Having studied 
the Veda in the house of a tutor, and having paid to the Guru what 
is his due, one should dwell with his family in a healthy country, 
reading the Vedas, bringing up virtuous sons and pupils, de¬ 
voting himself with all his senses to the Universal Soul, and 
injuring no created being. Having lived thus as long as life 
lasts, he attains the Brahmaloka. Thence he never returns, 
Verily thence he never returns, • 


THE END. 
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Page 1 
» 9 

» 40 
» 75 
» 79 
« 79 
« 85 
» 87 

» 89 
» 96 
» 100 
» 103 
,, 110 
» 129 


Hne 1 for ChUudogi/a^'read ChUndogya. 

?> for oblation” read oblations, 
jj 28 for hell” read sky. 

„ 8, 18 & 2^ for wasteth” read waste. 

5> 13 for “in case” read in that case. 

5 , 19 for ‘‘these” read of these. 

„ 26 for “ by” read in. 

„ 26 for “ came and was born” read had come and 

taken his birth. 

>j 20 for “ obtains” read obtain. 

,, 25 for “ punishment” read punishments. 
j> 3 for “ son” read grand.son. 

„ 27 for “ his” read its. 

,, 22 for ‘* TJdannd'' read Xldanya, 

„ 29 for “ read 



